
Year 9 GCSE History 
The Development of the USA: Social Change, 1950-2000 

 

Instructions 

You have been provided with a digital copy of the relevant pages of the text book: 

pages 66-71. You will need to use this information to complete the following tasks. 

 

Where to complete the work 

Work can be completed in your green History homework books, on A4 paper or on a 

computer or other device. As usual, you will expected to show excellent presentation. 

This work will need to be handed in to your History teacher on your return to College 

or emailed to your teacher. 

 

Task 1 (Spend around one hour on this task) 

 

1. Read page 66 and 67 on changes in Music 

2. Draw and complete the table below which summarises the changes. The first 

box has been completed for you to show you the amount of detail that is 

expected: 

 

Date Examples of types of music 
and key musicians 

How these musicians influenced 
others or society 
 

1950s Birth of rock and roll 
Elvis Presley (1956 onwards) 

Elvis was very popular with teenagers but 
older people were horrified by his tight 
trousers and style of performing. He made 
rock and roll popular and this style of 
music has been a part of popular music 
ever since. 
 

1960s The Beatles 
The Rolling Stones 
Bob Dylan (protest songs) 
The Beach Boys  

 

 

1970s Disco 
 
 

 

1970s and 
1980s 
 

Heavy Metal  

1970s and 
1980s 

Solo Artists 
Bruce Springsteen 
John Mellencamp 
 

 

1980s – 
2000 
 

Rap and Hip Hop  



Task 2 (spend around one hour on this task) 

This task is on developments in cinema in the USA. 

Key Terms 

Drive-in cinema: a cinema where films could be watched while sitting in your car 

Method actors: the name given to film actors who tried to think exactly like the 

character they were portraying 

 

Answer the following questions in full sentences: 

 

1. What were the advantages (good things) of drive-in cinemas and why did 

some people criticise them? 

2. What characteristics does an anti-hero have? Name some actors who became 

famous for playing anti-heroes. 

3. Give some examples of method actors who became famous during the 1960s 

and 1970s. 

4. What is a blockbuster film? Give some examples? 

5. The 1990s was the era of mega-paid movie stars, can you name some? 

6. VCRs (video players) and DVDs became popular in the 1990s, what were the 

benefits of these methods of watching films? 

 

Extension: 

Do some research on the actor James Dean (with the help of Google). Find out 

about his life, the type of character that he always played and the names of his films. 

You could also watch some clips of his most famous film; Rebel Without A Cause. 

 

 

Task 3 (Spend around one hour on this task) 

1. Read the section on television 

2. Give 2 examples of ‘westerns’ that were popular with the American public 

3. Give 3 examples of popular chat shows in the US at this time 

4. Give 3 examples of soap operas that were popular in the US at this time 

5. Self-quizzing exercise: Write and answer 6 questions based on the information 

about the development of television. 

 

Practice exam-style question: 

Explain why television had so much influence on US society in the 1950s and 

1960s. 

Society means the way people live. 

 
(HC + 2E) Q (HC + 2E) 
                  J 
 

During the 1950s and 60s … An example of this is…  and … This 
was important because it influenced US society by … 
Furthermore I know that … Examples of this are … and … This 
influenced society by … 
Televsion was therefore important because… 



Task 4 (You should spend around one hour on this task) 

 

This task is on developments in information technology. 

 

1. Read the information from page 70 of the text book. 

2. Using the sections on personal computers, the internet and gaming produce 

EITHER a timeline or flow diagram showing the developments from 1975 until 

2001. 

(Helpful hint: put the dates in first and then add the developments. The 

information is not all in chronological order so you can’t just list the information 

in the order that it appears in the text) 

3. What was the impact of the internet of commerce (business and trade)? 

4. How did developments in technology change the way the younger generation 

spent their leisure time? 

 

 

Task 5 (You should spend around one hour on this task) 

 

This task is on Literature. 

 

1. Read the section from page 71, entitled ‘the Great American novel’ and then 

explain what is meant by this phrase 

2. Which two novelists influenced American literature before the Second World 

War? 

3. Draw and complete the following table which summarises some of the most 

important works in American literature after the Second World War: 

 
Novelist and novel 

 
What the novel was about 
 

To Kill a Mockingbird by 
Harper Lee 
 

 

The Catcher in the Rye by JD 
Salinger 
 

 

Rabbit, Run by John Updike 
 
 

 

The Naked and the Dead by 
Norman Mailer 
 

 

Blood Meridian by Cormac 
McCarthy 
 

 

 



Key Term 

Counterculture: a way of life opposed to that which is thought of as normal 

 

4. What were ‘beatniks’? Give some examples of writers and books that reflected 

the views of the ‘Beatnik Generation’. 

5. Which novel challenged views on the role of American women? 

6. Give two examples of works by African-American writers that raised 

awareness of racial inequalities in the US. 
 

 

Extension: 

Read the openings below which are from three of the novels that you have found out 

about in this task. What is it about the way that extract 2 and 3 are written that tells 

you that the authors were part of a counterculture in American Literature? 

 

Extract 1: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

"In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave me some advice that I've 

been turning over in my mind ever since. Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, he 

told me, just remember that all the people in this world haven't had the advantages that 

you've had." 

 

Extract 2: The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger 

"If you really want to hear about it, the first thing you'll probably want to know is where 

I was born, and what my lousy childhood was like, and how my parents were occupied 

and all before they had me, and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, but I don't feel 

like going into it, if you want to know the truth." 

 

Extract 3: Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas by Hunter S. Thompson 

“We were somewhere around Barstow on the edge of the desert when the drugs began 

to take hold." 


