
Title of unit: The Development of the USA 1929-2000 Economic Downturn and Recovery 
Definition of Era This was a period of great economic 
upheaval in America.  Following the Wall Street Crash of 
1929 America underwent a period of economic depression 
followed by slow recovery under Roosevelt.  The economy 
only truly recovered once WW II started when American 
industry transformed the country into a world superpower 
and brought increased affluence and the American Dream 
to far more ordinary Americans. 

KPI: The Impact of the Wall Street Crash KPI: Roosevelt and 1932 election 
Roosevelt (Democrat) won the 1932 election by a landslide.  This 
was due to a mixture of Hoover’s unpopularity mainly for being 
blamed for the crash of 1929, failure to deal with the problems, 
failing banks and his inability to bring anything new to promise. It 
was also due to Roosevelt’s appeal as people were impressed with 
him overcoming the effects of polio, his mood of optimism and his 
simple messages.  In addition Roosevelt promised a New Deal 
which would create and secure jobs. 

The impact was quite spectacular. Unemployment rose dramatically 
from 2.5 million in 1929 to 13 million in 1932.  Hobos wandered from 
town to town looking for work.  Hoovervilles popped up in nearly all 
American cities as Hoover’s name became associated with the crisis.  In 
the countryside many farmers became bankrupt and more than one 
million people left their homes to seek work.  WW I Veterans marched 
to receive their war pensions early.  Called “Bonus Marchers” they were 
turned on by Police and several were killed. 

Timeline dates 
1929 
1932 
1932 
1933 
1935 
1939 
1941 
1945 
1949 
1959 

Timelines description 
Wall Street Crash 
Bonus Marchers 
Roosevelt elected President 
The Wagner Act 
Sick Chickens Case in Supreme Court 
WW II Starts in Europe 
America enters the war 
WW II ends 
Levittown developed 
29% of people still live below the poverty 
line 

President Hoover had won his 
presidency on the promise of 
balanced budgets, a laissez faire 
attitude and a belief in Rugged 
Individualism.  He tried to protect 
farmers by raising import tariffs and 
setting up relief agencies. He also 
cut taxes by $130 million however 
all these policies failed to make a 
dent into the size of the crisis. 

However Hoover was not a total 
failure.  Public works 
programmes were expanded.  
Some of his policies were later 
built on by FDR.  During his 4 
years in office public spending 
exceeded that of the previous 30 
years including the San Francisco 
Bay Bridge and the Hoover Dam. 

KPI: Relief, Recovery and Reform 
The New Deal was aimed at dealing with the immediate problems 
caused by the Depression.  Roosevelt explained his policies 
through a series of fireside chats on the radio and outlined how he 
would prime the pump.  This involved closing the banks and 
declaring a bank holiday while they were investigated and only 
allowing those safe to reopen.  This restored confidence in the 
system.  Alphabet Agencies were set up to deal with a range of 
issues such as Tennessee Valley Authority which increased 
electricity or the Civilian Conservation Corps which planted trees.  
These gave important jobs and focused on specific areas of need. 

Keywords and 
concepts 

Definition KPI: The Second New Deal 
By the end of 1934 there were still 10 million Americans out of work.  In 1935 Roosevelt outlined his second New Deal.  The Works Progress 
Administration organised $4.8 billion relief programme, The Wagner Act strengthened the unions by introducing collective bargaining.  Under 
the Fair Labour Standards Act the minimum wage and maximum hours were introduced and 300,000 workers received a pay increase.  In 
addition child labour was banned.  A Social Security system was introduced which gave people access to unemployment benefit and a pension. 

Depression 
Prime the Pump 
Republican 
Democrat 
GDP 
Baby Boom 
Affluence 
Suburb 
Supreme Court 
Laissez Faire 
Rugged 
Individualism 
Tarriffs 

Period of economic decline. 
Government spending increases. 
Political party (Hoover) 
Political party (Roosevelt) 
Gross Domestic Product 
Population increase after the war. 
Wealth 
Residential area near a city. 
Highest court in the land. 
Government not interfering. 
Creating a strong self-supporting nation. 
 
Taxes 

KPI: Opposition 
Key individuals like Huey Long the 
Governor of Louisiana and Catholic 
priest Charles Coughlin criticised the 
New Deal for not doing enough or 
sharing out the wealth unequally. 
Politicians, especially Republicans who 
represented wealthier Americans 
believed that it was interfering too 
much in American business and was a 
form of socialism.  The most serious 
opposition came from the Republican 
dominated Supreme Court that ruled 
against FDR in the Sick Chickens case of 
1935 which ruled many of the NRA 
rules illegal and US v Butler which 
declared the AAA illegal. 

KPI: WW II 
Roosevelt declared that America 
should become the “Arsenal of 
Democracy” in WW II.  Big Business 
became involved in the war effort as 
mass production was turned towards 
armament manufacturing.  
Conscription opened up jobs to groups 
such as blacks and women who had 
been overlooked by the New Deal.  By 
the end of the war 50% of world 
manufacturing took place in the USA 
and GDP had increased to $300,000 
million by 1950.  There was almost full 
employment and the USA had fully 
recovered. 

KPI: The Affluent Society 
In the years following the war America underwent huge 
changes.  There was a growing focus on luxury gods as 
many households owned a TV and a car.  Swimming pools 
became much more common and America became a far 
wealthier place.  There was a growth in the population 
known as the baby boom and many new families moved 
to growing suburbs as a safer, cheaper and cleaner place 
to live.  Towns like Levittown seemed to symbolize the 
American dream and were built using mass production 
models so they were far more affordable than homes 
before the war.  However this was not the story for all 
Americans and many still struggled.  29% of the 
population lived below the poverty line and many black 
and Hispanic people faced discrimination and racism.  
There was no national health service and pensions were 
not as generous as those in Europe. 

 



Title of unit: The issue of civil rights 1941-1970 
Definition of Era: At the start of this period there was a 
great deal of racial hatred and inequality towards black 
Americans.  Discrimination continued into the 1940s 
despite contributions in WW II.  However there was 
significant progress in the 50s and 60s as landmark 
legislation was passed and legal cases were won in the 
Supreme Court.  Key individuals such as Martin Luther 
King led the way.  However due to the slowness of 
change non-violent protest started to make way for 
more confrontational approaches as activists became 
disillusioned at the lack of economic opportunity. 

KPI 1: Contribution of Black Americans in WW II KPI 2: Education 
The “separate but equal” policy that was enshrined in law from 1896 
started to be challenged in the field if education.  This “Jim Crow” Law 
came under attack because of its devastating impact on black prospects 
in employment, housing, access to the law and health.  The Brown V 
Topeka case was an important landmark as it was a victory for the 
NAACP and showed that blacks could win in the Supreme Court.  
However no timescale was attached to it.  President Eisenhower was 
forced to support the “Little Rock 9” in Arkansas 1957 with 
Paratroopers to help them get through a baying white mob. 

WW II highlighted the racism faced by many blacks who still had to join 
a segregated army.  Black soldiers were treated far better in Britain 
however black soldiers were not allowed into combat with the marines 
and many were only allowed to be cooks and labourers.  The Tuskagee 
airmen became the first black pilots and won great acclaim and the 
761st Tank Battalion known as the Black panthers took part in the Battle 
of the Bulge.  Discrimination was worst in the navy with Blacks often 
given the most dangerous jobs such as loading ammunition onto ships. 

Timeline dates 
1941 
1945 
1948 
1954 
1955 
1957 
1963 
 
1964 
1965 
1965 
1965 
1968 

Timelines description 
America enters WW II 
Truman becomes President 
Desegregation of the armed force 
Brown Vs Topeka Case 
Montgomery Bus Boycott starts 
Little Rock High School 
Birmingham Campaign/March on 
Washington 
Civil Rights Act passed 
Malcolm X assassinated 
Selma March for Votes 
Voting Rights Act passed 
Martin Luther King Assassinated 

As more men were conscripted in 
WW II more job opportunities 
arose at home.  The “Double V” 
campaign was started to contrast 
the irony of fighting the racist Nazis 
at the same time as the situation in 
America.  During the war 400,000 
black Americans migrated from the 
South to the North and 
membership of the NAACP 
increased from 50,000 to 450,000. 

Despite sympathy from President 
Truman and his Fair Deal, the 
situation facing blacks was still 
bad in the 1940s.  Lynchings 
occurred and housing and 
employment were poorer than 
whites.  Dixiecrats blocked much 
helpful legislation, although the 
GI Bill was open to black soldiers 
who had served in the war.  
Despite this there was growing 
confidence in the black 
community. 

KPI 3: The Birth of the Civil Rights Movement 
Segregation on transport was first challenged in Baton Rouge Louisiana 
but it was more famously challenged when Rosa Parks refused to move 
on 1st December 1955 in Montgomery Alabama.  The boycott that 
followed led by Martin Luther King and the Montgomery Improvement 
Association showed the economic power of the black community if it 
worked together.  It formed a blueprint for success that built on the 
achievements of the Topeka case.  Despite arrests and violence the 
boycott was successful and now other groups like CORE and SNCC were 
inspired to lead sit ins in Greensboro and so called Freedom Rides that 
challenged segregation on interstate buses.  The boycott was important 
because it brought King to national attention for his non-violent 
protests that focused attention and played well in the media. 
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Definition 
 
 
Laws or Political Acts 
Deny the right to vote 
Important 
Separate 
Laws of segregation 
Insult – giving in to white attitudes 
General Infantry.  US Army. 
Southern Democrats 
Civil Rights Lawyers 
Stop business working normally 
and encouraging them to change. 
Illegal killings. 
City 
Most racist states. 
Not treat people equally. 
 

KPI 4: The Role of Martin Luther King 
King was the leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.  King led a series of protests intended to provoke a violent response from 
racist white authorities.  In Birmingham he was arrested and Eugene “Bull” Conner unleashed a very brutal police attack on the SCLC’s youth 
movement.  Bombs also killed several black children on their way to choir practice.  Further protests at Albany and Selma also drew violent 
responses.  The height of King’s powers were seen at the March on Washington in 1963 where he delivered his famous “I have a dream” speech 
and he worked closely with Kennedy and Johnson on Civil Rights legislation.  However after this his influence declined as he had less influence over 
Northern blacks where segregation was less obvious.  When he was assassinated in 1968 there was outbreaks of violence 
KPI 5: Malcolm X 
As a figurehead for the Black Power 
movement.  X was very different from King 
as he took a “by any means necessary 
approach”. His “His Ballot or the bullet” 
speech seemed to show the stark choice 
between change and violence.  X criticised 
non-violent approaches as weak and accused 
King of being an Uncle Tom figure.  X was 
assassinated by his own Nation of Islam 
group when he attempted to form a 
breakaway group.  However his teachings 
appealed to young urban blacks in a way that 
King did not 

KPI 6: Civil Rights Legislation 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 ended all 
forms of segregation.  Any businesses 
that discriminated could not do 
business with the US government.  The 
Voting Rights Act ended literacy tests, 
poll taxes and other forms of 
disenfranchisement that affected many 
black citizens.  The legislation was 
passed mainly as a legacy to Kennedy 
following his assassination but was also 
a result of Johnson’s skills as a 
politician as was able to pressurize 
southern dixiecrats. 

KPI 7: Black Power 
Race riots in Watts, LA in 1965 highlighted the 
continued economic hardships faced by blacks.  Further 
riots in many US cities as result of the disproportionate 
number of blacks dying in Vietnam and police brutality 
led to the Kerner Report in 1968 which highlighted 
racism that was deeply embedded in US society.  
However most of the report’s findings were ignored.  
Further protests by the Black Panthers, the more 
militant leader of SNCC Stokely Carmichael and at the 
1968 Mexico Olympics also failed to make the changes 
that King had achieved in the late 50s and early 60s.  
Partly this showed the difficulties that the Civil Rights 
Movement faced in changing ingrained racist attitudes. 



Title of unit: Political change 1960-2000 
Definition of Era: There was much political change in 
the USA during these years.  It began with tremendous 
optimism generated by the young Kennedy, this 
faltered after his assassination.  Johnson brought 
about civil rights and social reform but the USA was 
torn apart by the Vietnam War and Watergate 
Scandal.  Reagan and Clinton tried to return stability 
but succeeded in further dividing America through 
controversial economic issues and personal scandals. 

KPI: Kennedy and the New Frontier KPI: Johnson and the Great Society 
Johnson looked to build on the work of Kennedy.  He declared a war 
on poverty.  Johnsons was an experienced politician who could make 
deals with congress.  The Civil Rights Act banned segregation and the 
Voting Rights Act enfranchised many black voters in the south.  
Johnson cut taxes, improved highways and railroads.  Medicare 
increased health care for the elderly.  The minimum wage was 
increased to $1:40 and $1.5 billion was given to additional education 
to very young children from poor back grounds. 

So called to make people feel excited.  Kennedy and his Brains Trust 
advisors introduced a series of reforms to change America.  Kennedy 
introduced a Civil Rights Bill although it faced fierce opposition from 
Republican and Dixiecrat congressmen.  He appointed 5 federal judges 
including the black American civil rights activist Thurgood Marshall.  
Kennedy introduced a tax cut as well as increasing the minimum wage.  In 
addition $900 million was spent on public works schemes.  Medicare was 
introduced to give cheap health insurance to poorer people and cheap loans 
were given to redevelop inner cities. 

Timeline dates 
1960 
1963 
1968 
1972 
1980 
1987 
1988 
1992 

Timelines description 
Kennedy becomes President 
Kennedy assassinated 
Nixon becomes President 
The Watergate break in occurs 
Reagan becomes President 
Stock market crash 
Bush becomes President 
Clinton becomes President 

KPI: Watergate Scandal 
This was the name given to the controversy surrounding the break in and cover up of the Democratic Party head Quarters in 1972.  The burglars 
were caught and discovered to be members of CRP or CREEP the committee to re-elect the president.  The break in was investigated by the 
Washington Post who regularly reported on its progress.  At the trial it was discovered that senior Nixon aids had known about the break in.  A 
Senate Committee was set up to investigate and they demanded the release of White House tapes that Nixon had himself created.  Nixon only 
released 7 of 9 tapes and they were heavily edited.  When Nixon was forced to release all the complete tapes they showed that he had been involved 
in dirty tricks and had lied throughout the investigation.  They also shocked the public through Nixon’s foul language.  The scandal damaged 
American’s faith in their politicians in the short term but actually showed that the system worked as Congress was able to start impeachment 
proceedings forcing Nixon to resign.  It did however make America a laughing stock especially in the eyes of USSR coming at the same time as 
withdrawal in Vietnam.  Nixon’s reputation was permanently damaged and Jimmy Carter was forced to promise never to lie when he was elected in 
1976. 
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Dixiecrat 
Trickle down 
 
Nation debt 
Public works 
Enfranchisement 
 

Definition 
 
 
Southern racist politicians 
Money flows from the rich to the 
poor 
Money a country owes 
Hospitals, schools, roads etc 
Giving more people the vote 

KPI: The Reagan years 
Reagan, a former film star won the election of 1980 and inherited serious economic problems.  Reagan’s economic policy was called Reaganomics 
and cut taxes for wealthier Americans by $33 billion.  Reagan hoped this would create a trickle-down effect to the middle and lower classes.  To help 
pay for this welfare programmes were cut by $20 billion.  In addition he increased spending on defence and the doomed Challenger Space 
programme as well as Strategic Defence Initiative (Star Wars).  This increased the national debt to its highest ever level and brought Reagan into 
conflict with Congress in 1987.  It also led to a stock market crash in 1987 that was the worst since 1929.  Reagan also received criticism for his 
attitude towards HIV/Aids which he saw as a lifestyle disease and by starting the “war on drugs” which has been widely seen as a failure.  As an 
evangelical Christian Reagan opposed abortion and showed a lack of concern for gender issues.  Despite this Reagan is still perceived as a popular 
and strong president by many conservative Americans who remember the tax cuts and stance towards communism and the confidence Reagan 
restored to the American economy. 
KPI: Bush 
Bush faced many problems when he took over from Reagan.  He was 
forced to go back on his promise “read my lips… no new taxes”.  He 
increased a number of indirect taxes due to the continuing rising budget 
deficit.  Employee drug testing and extra funding to the Drug 
Enforcement Agency had little impact and race riots in LA and other 
cities following the Rodney King trial made Bush look ineffective.  Bush 
did introduce environmental protection through the Clean Air Act and 
prevented discrimination of disabled people. 

KPI: Clinton 
Clinton moved the country away from Reaganomics.  He was able to 
reduce the deficit and increased the minimum wage.  More than 22 
million jobs were created and free trade was promoted through North 
American Free Trade Agreement with Canada and Mexico.  However 
Clinton was embroiled by a number of scandals most famously with 
Monica Lewinsky where he was forced to apologize to the American 
people.  But also the Whitewater scandal where several former business 
associates were convicted of fraud. 
 

 

 

Title of unit: Social change 1950-2000 



Definition of Era: There were fundamental 
changes in US Society in the second half of the 
20th century.  Although cinema was still 
important, it was television, popular music and 
later the internet which had the greatest impact, 
especially on the young.  The 1950s saw the 
emergence of the teenager and a new and ever 
changing youth culture followed by student 
protests and hippy movement in the 60s.  There 
were important developments in the position of 
women influenced by WW II and the feminist 
movements of the 60s and 70s. 

KPI 1: Changes in music KPI 2: Changes in literature 
The second half of the 20th century saw the quest for the 
great American novel that could define what life was like 
in America such as the Great Gatsby had.  In the 1950s To 
Kill a Mockingbird, The Catcher in the Rye and Rabbit, 
Run all challenged the norm of the age whist poets like 
Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac pushed alternate life 
styles.  They optimised what became known as the 
“beat” generation or insulted as “beatniks”.  Perhaps Ken 
Kasey’s One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest or Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas were most popular. 

The 1950s saw the birth of rock and roll with singers like Elvis.  Initially his 
style caused much controversy because of his sexualised dancing and 
“come to bed eyes”.  The 1960s saw the emergence of bands like the 
Beatles, protests singers like Bob Dylan and Joan Baez.  The Beach Boys 
espoused a Californian lifestyle.  Later disco performers like Donna 
Summer and Kool and the gang became more popular whilst in the 1980s 
working class artists like Bruce Springsteen railed against the system with 
songs like Born in the USA.  However perhaps the biggest development 
was in hip hop and rap which by the 90s was mainstream with massive 
artists like Jay Z, Ice T and the Fugees being international sensations. 

Timeline dates 
1955 
1963 
1966 
1969 
1970 
1976 
1985 

Timelines description 
James Dean dies 
First multiplex cinema 
NOW established 
Woodstock 
Kent State Shootings 
Apple established 
Microsoft Windows launched 

KPI 3: Cinema and TV 
Tin the 1950s Drive-ins were very popular but the birth of multiplexes in the 60s saw the explosion in the popularity of movies.  
Method actors like Marlon Brando and James Dean popularized anti-heroes in the Wild Ones and Rebel Without a Cause.  Later 
blockbusters like Jaws, Star Wars and Indiana Jones had massive budgets with special effects and huge stars like Tom Cruise, Eddie 
Murphy and Kevin Costner.   
There were only 7000 homes with TV’s in 1946 but this had grown to 50 million by 1960.  Initial popular programmes were the Lone 
Ranger and comedies like I love Lucy.  What was portrayed on television became accepted as normal so TV was a very important 
media form.  Some programmes were educational like You are There where others promoted racial integration like Different Strokes.  
Soap operas like Dynasty and Beverly Hills 90210 pushed the American dream and chat shows made huge stars of Oprah Winfrey and 
Jerry Springer. 

Keywords and 
concepts 
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Sexual 
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Definition 
 
A flawed hero. 
Refuse to take part in normal 
society. 
Sex outside of marriage. 
 
Male dominated society 
Equal Rights Amendment 
Women with more radical 
aims than NOW. 
 

KPI 4: Youth Culture and counterculture 
The emergence of the teenager and the idea of rebellion began in the 50s.  Fuelled by increased spending power and leisure time a 
generation gap developed as culture was specifically aimed at this new group.  Fear of nuclear war, illegal drugs and the introduction 
of the contraceptive pill saw the rise in the hippy movement.  Young people who decided to drop out rather that partake in normal 
society or “make love not war” became known as flower children culminating in the Woodstock festival in the summer of ’69. 
KPI 5: Student protest 
Fuelled by the swinging sixties and protests singers as 
well as the influence of leaders like Martin Luther King 
student protests became far more common in the 60s 
and 70s.  Universities became a hotbed of radical 
activity as young people protested in favour of civil 
rights, women’s rights and against the draft and war in 
Vietnam.  Students for a Democratic Society or SDS was 
one of the first organisations established.  Possibly the 
most infamous demonstration was at Kent State in Ohio 
1970 where National guardsmen shot dead 4 peace 
protester in controversial circumstances. 

KPI 6: Rise in feminism 
Women made a great contribution to the American war effort in WW II 
but in 1945 many returned to the traditional house wife roles encouraged 
by both employers and media.  However an increasingly skilled and well 
educated population were unsatisfied by this role and campaigns for 
greater equality in pay and freedoms gathered momentum.  Betty Friedan 
wrote in the Feminine Mystique that there was more to life than having a 
family and being a wife and the National Organisation for Women (NOW) 
protested against the depiction of women on TV and in beauty pageants.  
This challenged male supremacy of jobs but some of the extreme actions 
isolated moderate voices and despite considerable progress women’s 
earnings remain around 75% of mens. 
 

 



Title of unit: Cold War Rivalry 1945-2000 
Definition of Era: The Cold War was a period of tension 
between the Soviet Union and USA in the 20th Century.  
Due to the threat of nuclear weapons the conflict was 
played out through ideas and a series of flash points.  
There were periods where relations between the powers 
were better than others known as “thaw” and periods of 
great tension or a “freeze” in relations.  Largely it was 
based on ideological differences between capitalism and 
communism. 

KPI: Origins of the Cold War KPI: The Cuban Missile Crisis 
Probably the closest the superpowers ever came to nuclear war the clash 
came over the deployment of nuclear weapons to the Caribbean island of 
Cuba.  The leader of Cuba Fidel Castro feared American invasion 
following a failed attempt at the Bay of Pigs and asked the USSR for help.  
A U” spy plane spotted missile silos and ships which appeared to carry 
missile heading to the island.  What followed was a week stand-off where 
Kennedy was advised by Hawks and Doves on Ex-Comm before finally 
agreeing a deal with Khrushchev that saw American missiles withdrawn 
from Turkey.  This type of crisis showed Kennedy to be an expert at 
brinkmanship. 

At the end of WW II the US was very worried about Soviet expansion 
into Eastern Europe.  Truman felt that America had been fooled at the 
Yalta conference and warned by Kennan’s Long telegram he took a 
much firmer line.  At Potsdam he looked to use the threat of the 
atomic bomb to gain advantages over the Soviet Union.  Truman’s 
idea was to contain communism using the Truman Doctrine in Greece 
and gifted large amounts of aid to Western Europe through the 
Marshall Plan.  This was aimed at stopping domino theory where 
many countries could continue to fall to communism without a strong 
bulwark. 

Timeline dates 
1945 
1948 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1962 
1965 
1968 
1973 
1975 
1979 
1987 
1989 
 
1991 

Timelines description 
Atom Bomb dropped on Hiroshima 
Berlin Blockade 
NATO established 
China becomes communist 
Russians test the A-Bomb 
Cuban missile Crisis 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
Tet Offensive 
Paris Peace Agreement 
Helsinki Accords 
Russians invade Afghanistan 
Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty 
Fall of the Berlin Wall, Velvet 
Revolution 
Gulf War, Collapse of Soviet Union 

One continuous area of great tension 
was in Berlin.  Berlin lay deep in the 
Soviet zone of Germany and in 1948 
in response to the introduction of a 
new currency and the friendly 
relations towards the west Germans 
demonstrated by Britain and 
America, Russia closed land access to 
Berlin and formed a blockade.  Air 
corridors were left open and an air 
lift managed to supply Berlin from 
the air.  This proved a propaganda 
disaster for the Russians who made a 
similar mistake in 1961 with the 
building of the Berlin Wall. 

The Berlin crisis confirmed to 
Truman that America should 
follow a policy of 
containment.  The North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
or NATO was a defensive 
alliance set up to stop further 
Soviet expansion and meant 
that any aggression would be 
met with a united response.  
In 1955 The Russians 
established the Warsaw Pact 
in response to the 
admittance of west Germany 
to NATO.  

KPI: Vietnam 
Following defeat at Diem Bien Phu, France could no longer keep hold of 
Vietnam.  At the Geneva Conference Vietnam was split into the 
Communist North under Ho Chi Minh and the capitalist south under 
American puppet Diem.  Kennedy sent 16,000 advisors to support the 
South from the communist Vietcong Guerrilla fighters.  These were 
reinforced in 1965 following the Gulf of Tonkin resolution that allowed 
American Ground troops to be sent to Vietnam.  However the Americans 
underestimated the abilities of the Vietcong and their determination to 
fight.  In addition American tactics of search and destroy and bombing 
raid such as Rolling Thunder plus the use of chemical weapons like 
napalm and Agent Orange failed to win Vietnamese hearts and minds. 
Following the Tet offensive of 1968 and the My Lai massacre American 
opinion turned against the war.  Despite Nixon seeking “Peace with 
honour” the American withdrawal was confirmed at the Paris conference 
in 1973. 

Keywords and 
concepts 
 
Blockade 
 
Puppet 
Doctrine 
Agent Orange 
Hawks 
Doves 
Sino-Soviet split 
ICBM 
Guerrilla 
 
 

Definition 
 
 
Prevent food and goods from 
moving 
Someone who does as they are told 
Key set of beliefs 
Chemical defoliant 
Advisor who advocates war 
Advisor who advocates peace 
Poor Chinese-Russian relations 
Nuclear weapon 
Combatant who does not wear 
regular uniform. 

KPI: Détente  
The relaxation of relations occurred for several reasons.  The threat of nuclear war shown by the Cuban Missile Crisis, Nixon’s opportunity to 
exploit the Sino-Soviet split by visiting China and engaging in Ping-Pong diplomacy as well as American desire to get out of the Vietnam quagmire 
all had an effect.  SALT I was the first agreement that significantly limited the number of nuclear weapons and restricted the use of missile laden 
submarines.  The US Senate refused to ratify SALT II due to the Russian invasion of Afghanistan in December 1979.  The Helsinki Accords were 
signed which enshrined the basic human rights of freedom of movement, religion and the press.  By the end of the 1970s however the mood in 
America was changing. Opposition to the invasion of Afghanistan was fierce and the Americans refused to send a team to Moscow Olympics in 
1980. 

KPI: Reagan 
Reagan hated communism.  He 
referred to it as the “Evil Empire”.  
He was determined to win the Cold 
War by forcing the USSR to disarm 
using his new Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI) nicknames Star Wars.  
This freeze in relations is referred to 
as the second Cold War. 

KPI: Gorbachev and 1989 
Gorbachev was critical in the ending of the Cold War.  
He abandoned the Brezhnev Doctrine which had 
given the authority for the USSR to interfere in 
Eastern Europe and thus allowed the collapse of 
communism amongst Eastern Europe most famously 
with the fall of the Berlin wall in October 1989.  
Further arms treaties were also signed eventually 
leading to the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 

KPI: US involvement in the Gulf 
America became increasingly involved in the Gulf 
of Persia and the Middle East during the 80s and 
90s primarily to secure the supply of oil to the 
west.  Tensions with Iran increased with the rise 
of an Islamic theocracy however it was in Iraq that 
this spilt into the Gulf war of 1990-91 when 
Saddam Hussein invaded and occupied Kuwait.  
Whilst a military success this conflict destabilised 
the region leading to many future problems. 



 

  


