
Year 10 GCSE History 
Germany in Transition: Control of the legal system, propaganda, censorship 

 

Instructions 

You have been provided with a digital copy of the relevant pages of the text book: 

pages 68-71. You will need to use this information to complete the following tasks. 

 

Where to complete the work 

Work can be completed in your green History homework books, on A4 paper or on a 

computer or other device. As usual, you will expected to show excellent presentation. 

This work will need to be handed in to your History teacher on your return to College 

or emailed to your teacher. 

 

Task 1 (Spend around one hour on this task) 

 

Key Term 

Gleichschaltung: the process of making sure that every aspect of German life followed 

the beliefs of Nazism 

 

1. Read page 68 on control of the legal system 

2. What actions did Hitler take to ensure that all laws were carried out according 

to Nazi beliefs? 

3. Answer all 4 questions in the activities section on page 68 

 

Practice Question 

Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the changes that Hitler made to 

the legal system in Germany. 

 

C + HC + E 

 

 

Task 2 (spend around one hour on this task) 

Key Term 

Propaganda: presenting information in a continually positive way until people come 

to believe that this is the truth 

Source A: Extract from a British Text book published in 1998 

When they came to power the Nazis did not get rid of the existing legal system. They 

simply took control of it. The judges took an oath of loyalty to Hitler and the courts were 

used by the Nazis against their opponents.  



1. Read the information on pages 69 and 70 about the ways that Goebbels used 

propaganda 

2. What was ministry was Goebbels in charge of? 

3. Read source J on page 69. What did Goebbels believe made great 

propaganda? 

4. Copy and complete the table below which considers the different types of 

propaganda that Goebbels used, the first one has been done for you to show 

the level of detail needed: 

Context of the 
propaganda 

What did Goebbels actually 
do? 

What was the impact of this 
type of propaganda? 
 

Radio 
 
 

Nazis took control of all radio 
stations. Radios were cheap to buy 
so that most families could afford 
one. Loud speakers in public 
places broadcast radio 
programmes. 

All Germans heard the Nazi 
message, often directly from Hitler 
or Goebbels. The cheap radios 
didn’t pick up broadcasts from other 
countries so the Germans only 
heard the Nazi message. 
 

Cinema 
 
 

  

Rallies 
 
 

  

Posters 
 
 

  

Books 
 
 

  

 

Practice Question 

What was the purpose of Source B? Use details from the source and your own 

knowledge and understanding of the historical context to answer the question. 

 
C + A + HC + Q 

 
 

The content of the source tells me … The source was produced 
by… which is important because … At this time … The purpose of 
the source was therefore … 

Source B: A German newspaper advertisement, 16th March 1934 

Attention! The Fuhrer is speaking on the radio. On Wednesday 21st March, the Fuhrer is 

speaking to all Germans from 11am until 11.50am. The (Nazi) Party has ordered that all factory 

owners, department stores, offices, shops, pubs and blocks of flats put up public speakers so 

that the whole workforce and all comrades can participate fully in the broadcast. 



Task 3 (spend around one hour on this task) 

Key Term 

Censorship: controlling what information is produced and stopping anything that 

could be considered to be against the Nazis 

 

1. Read page 71 from the text book. 

2. Five key areas are identified; Newspapers, Music, Theatre, Architecture, Art. 

For each area write and answer 2 questions (self-quizzing) – you will write and 

answer 10 questions in total. 

 

Practice Question 

 
Source D: This photograph was taken in 1931 and shows Goebbels leaving a polling 

station. The photograph was banned by the Nazis in 1933 because it showed that Goebbels 

had disability (his right foot had a deformity called a club foot) 

 

 
 

 
(Q + C + E + A + HC) x2 
                  J 
 
 
 

Source C is useful because it tells me …For example it says … 
The source also comes from … which is important because … 
At this time …. 
Source D is useful because it is a picture of Goebbels that was 
banned. It shows… It was banned by the Nazi Party 
because…In 1933 in Germany … 
Overall I think that source … is more useful because… 

Source C: Orders from Goebbels, 6th April 1935 

Photos showing members of the government at dining tables in front of rows of bottles must 

not be published in the future. Recently, such photos have created the utterly absurd 

impression among the public that members of the government are living it up. 

Which of these two sources is more 

useful to an historian studying the 

nature of censorship in Nazi 

Germany? You should refer to both 

sources and use your own 

knowledge in the answer. 
 



Task 4 : Medieval History Revision (you should spend around one hour on this 

task) 

 

You will need to look at the attached powerpoint slide entitled English Society in the 

14th Century Revision. 

 

1. Using the slide write and answer 15 questions (self-quizzing) 

2. Explain what the feudal system was in exactly 20 words 

3. Explain why wool was so important to the English economy in the 1300s in 

exactly 30 words 

4. Describe the position of women in medieval society in exactly 50 words 
 

Task 5 : Medieval History Revision (you should spend around one hour on this 

task) 

 

You will need to look at the attached powerpoint slides entitled Peasants’ Revolt 

Revision Materials 

 

1. Use the first slide to write and answer 8 questions on the reasons for the 

Peasants’ Revolt (self-quizzing) 

2. Use the second slide to produce EITHER a timeline or flow diagram showing 

the events of the Revolt 

3. Use the third slide to make a list of results of the Peasants’ Revolt. When you 

have made the list, label the results as short or long term 

Extension Task: 
Read the interpretation below and then answer the question which follows. 

 

 

 

 

[An interpretation of the Peasant’s Revolt from a modern website called Marxists.org. This website 

promotes the rights of the working class.]  

How far do you agree with this interpretation of the main cause of the Peasant’s Revolt? (16 + 3) 

 
(AI + A + 2E + HC) 
(DI + 2E + HC) 
          J 
 
 
 
 
 

The interpretation is accurate because it tells me …The source 
was produced by … which promotes the rights of working 
people and therefore is likely to take the side of the peasants. 
For example the source says… and also … At this time I know 
that peasants were unhappy because of the feudal system 
(serfdom) because… 
A different interpretation would be that the peasants revolted 
because of… For example… I know that peasants were 
unhappy about this because… 
Overall I think … 

 

The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 was the first popular uprising in England. The peasants were objecting to 

high taxation and demanding payment of wages in money. However, despite what is written in various 

chronicles, the main grievance of the peasants was their continued serfdom. The Peasants’ Revolt took 

place to demand its abolition.  

 


