
Protest Marches-Psychology Today 

# 1 The Crowd is Irrational 

That's s a terrible misunderstanding. The French social psychologist Gustav Le Bon argued - 
wrongly - that once people are part of an anonymous crowd, they cannot think logically 
anymore and become hysterical but through the lens of modern social psychology what you 
see a large group of angry people who are able to organize themselves quickly and efficiently 
to make a huge political impact.  

 #2 The Crowd is Poor 

People join mass protests to achieve personal goals that they are otherwise unable to realize, 
for example, getting jobs, affordable housing, or getting rid of their debts. But what counts in 
terms of people's motivations to protest is not so much their absolute poverty level but their 
relative poverty, that is, compared to their peers. Sociologists have called this relative 
deprivation and it is an important predictor of social unrest 

#3: All Crowd Members are Alike 

Crowds will contain men and women, young and old, whites and blacks, employed and 
unemployed. Yet when there is a common enemy such as the Wall Street bankers or 
politicians a new crowd identity quickly forms and they start to behave and act as a single 
entity. When individuals find themselves in a low status group but their opportunities to move 
into a higher status group are blocked, they start to identify more strongly with their low 
status ingroup and do all they can to overthrow the high status group. At the same time, mass 
protests quickly fall apart once people's goals are reached 

#4 The Crowd Has No Face 

There are no leaders which is both a strength and weakness of the crowd. By operating 
without any clear structure or hierarchy they are very difficult to control by the police. Yet 
there are most definitely informal leaders in the crowd. Such people usually well-connected 
in their social network and so they are able to rapidly mobilize their peer group to join the 
crowd. Because of the power of these new social media technologies to quickly mobilize and 
link social networks such movements may gain pace very quickly. 

#5 The Long Hot Summer Protests 
 
Much research has been done into the relationship between heat and crowd violence in 
many places around the world. Social psychologists Anderson and Bushman compared the 
amount of public violence across various U.S. cities and showed that violence increases with 
temperature. The Italian scholar Lombroso showed a century earlier that political protests in 
Europe were more likely to take place in the summer months. An obvious explanation is that 
nice weather attracts a lot of people to the streets and that strengthens the crowd. 
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