
Year 11 GCSE History  
 

Exam Board: Eduquas  

Link to website: https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/ 

The Sample Assessment Materials document has exam questions for all 4 GCSE 

units and mark schemes. Here’s the link: 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/eduqas-gcse-history-sams-

from-2016-e.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key areas I need to revise over Easter: 

 

Use your PLCs to identify the areas that you need to focus on over Easter and 
timetable these on your revision planners. Please remember that your revision 
needs to be active. For example, you could ‘self quiz’ using GCSEPOD and/or 

your revision guide (WJEC EDUQUAS GCSE (9-1) 
HISTORY published by Hodder); create mind maps 
and/or flash cards.  
 

 

 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/eduqas-gcse-history-sams-from-2016-e.pdf
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/eduqas-gcse-history-sams-from-2016-e.pdf


Memorisation Techniques 
Once you know what you need to know (or do) it is time to knuckle down and learn it. 

Just reading it again is not very effective. You must actively DO something to help your brain remember it. 

Better still, DO three different things to make sure it really sinks in. All of these really work. Try them. 

Technique Best for Basic summary of what you have to do 

 

Trash and 
Treasure 

Big Picture. 
Summarising key 

ideas 

Highlight key words or sections.  
Cross out the rest. 
Write up the highlighted bits, perhaps in bullet form. 
Use the bullet points to re-write the whole idea in your own words 

 

Mind 
Mapping 

Big Picture. 
Summarising key 

ideas 

Start with a blank piece of paper.  
Start in the middle with key idea or topic. 
Add branches to sub-topics or related questions. 
Add more branches to more related ideas. 
Try also Picture Trees, Timelines, Flowscapes and Fishbones 

 

Repetition 
Repetition 
Repetition 

Words 
Spellings 

Definitions 
Short Explanations 

Look at the word (or definition). Cover up and try to write it. 
Check. Repeat again and again until you can write it perfectly 
without having to look. It takes time but it works ! 

 

Post Its Definitions 
Have important definitions written on post its. Stick them to the 
bathroom mirror, the fridge, the car dashboard. Anywhere that 
you will see (and read) them often. 

 

Mnemonics 
Lists 

Sequences 

Invent a poem, a word made of initials or a simple sentence that 
help you remember. 
(“Richard of York...” for colours of the rainbow) 

 
Flash Cards 

Spellings 
Definitions 

Word on the front, definition on the back. 
Keep them small and simple. Better to use a flash card app on your 
mobile so they are always with you when you are bored on the bus 
or in the car. 

 
Buddy Up everything 

Get others to test you. It is amazing how you can convince yourself 
that you know something even when you don’t. It is not so easy to 
fool someone else. We also learn best when we teach others. 

 

Learning  
Safari  

Managing so 
much stuff to 

learn 

Learn different things in different parts of your house. Visualising 
where you learned something helps you remember it. 

 

Teach it  
Learn it 

Explanations 
Trying to teach someone else really helps you get to understand it 
yourself.   

 

Record and 
Replay 

Words 
Definitions 

Speak words or definitions and record them on your i-phone.   
Listen to them when you are bored on the bus, in the car or bath. 
Make a VOKI and let him/her/it talk to you whilst you do other 
things 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=screen+bean&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox&biw=1366&bih=562&tbm=isch&tbnid=ygyfB6HipmdTjM:&imgrefurl=http://aegiselect.wordpress.com/tag/basic-camera-information/&docid=qif-JuSbGSCouM&imgurl=http://aegiselect.files.wordpress.com/2010/02/screen_bean_question.gif&w=170&h=413&ei=fTipUKzNA-WW0QXu7IFA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=295&vpy=113&dur=2168&hovh=330&hovw=136&tx=74&ty=173&sig=116481431733844671071&page=1&tbnh=154&tbnw=63&start=0&ndsp=14&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:0,i:111
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=screen+beans+images&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox&biw=1366&bih=562&tbm=isch&tbnid=sYcpGj_rHTu7TM:&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/riwelang/3341307017/&docid=AvzoTHDyO0CgAM&imgurl=http://farm4.staticflickr.com/3365/3341307017_bfefd6b584.jpg&w=306&h=320&ei=-TipUMiPFM600QWV6ICwCQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=665&vpy=118&dur=452&hovh=230&hovw=220&tx=114&ty=95&sig=116481431733844671071&page=1&tbnh=111&tbnw=107&start=0&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:0,i:80


Trash + 

Treasure 

  
Record 

Replay 

 
Teach it 

Learn it 

 
Learning 

Safari 

 
buddy up 

 
flash cards 

 
mnemonics 

 
post its 

 
repetition 

repetition 

repetition 

repetition 

Mind Maps 

    

Memorisation 

Techniques 

 

 

TURN IT 
OFF 

everything 
It is NOT easier to learn things when listening to music . 
If you think it is, you are wrong! 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorisation requires you to  

DO something. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The more you DO with it 

 the better you will remember it. 
Once you have committed the information to memory it is really important that 
you apply this to exam questions. There are exam questions on the SLG in 
folders for each of the 4 units. Here’s the link: 
 

https://eggbuckland.sharepoint.com/History/SitePages/Home.aspx 
 
In addition, there are past papers on the WJEC website for all the units: 
 
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-
resources.html?subject=History&level=GCSE&pastpaper=true 
 

Online Revision Guide resources for me to access: 

1)There are sections on most of the units that you will be examined on in the 
GCSEPOD series. 

 

2) BBC Bitesize has a range of materials including the following: 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxvfnbk   (Germany 1919 – 1939) 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zttypbk (Changes in Health and 
Medicine) 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9mxwxs/revision/4 (There is a lot of 
coverage of the Development of the USA here).  
 
There are videos to accompany some of the materials and a series of tests to 
check your knowledge and understanding.  
 

3) The History section of the SharePoint has revision materials and advice on 
how to answer GCSE questions. It has a section with revision materials on 
Medieval England.  

https://eggbuckland.sharepoint.com/History/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-resources.html?subject=History&level=GCSE&pastpaper=true
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-resources.html?subject=History&level=GCSE&pastpaper=true
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxvfnbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zttypbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9mxwxs/revision/4


4) There are work booklets for the Medieval unit to help with your 
understanding of this topic on SharePoint aptly named ‘Medieval England 
Workbooks’. 
 

Knowledge Organiser Link: 

 

This is the link to all the Knowledge Organisers for GCSE on SharePoint: 
https://eggbuckland.sharepoint.com/History/SitePages/Home.aspx 

 

https://eggbuckland.sharepoint.com/History/SitePages/Home.aspx

