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Learning goals 

 AO1 – Inference and interpretation RAG rating 

B F1 F2 S 

Learning I can begin to make inferences about character, 
setting or events. 

    

I can use some textual reference. 

Mastering I can make inferences.     

I can support my inferences with a relevant 
textual reference and a brief explanation. 

Extending I can make inferences and deductions.     

I can support these with relevant textual 
references which are clearly explained. 

    

I can offer a brief analysis. 

      

 AO2.1 – The construction of meaning and 
effects using language 

    

Learning I can identify basic language features.     

I can offer comments on a general effect. 

Mastering I can identify language features with a brief 
explanation as how the language has been used 
to achieve effects and influence readers. 

    

I can use emerging subject terminology. 
Extending I can explain how language features are used to 

achieve effects and influence readers. 

    

I can use subject terminology that shows a broad 
understanding. 
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Learning episode 1:  

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goal 
To identify and utilise a range of language features  

To explain what the term ‘Invictus’ means and how it could be applied to a 
range of people, including myself.  

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning 
outcome 

I can define the terms ‘noun’, ‘proper noun’, ‘common noun’ 
and ‘abstract noun’ 

 

 I can define the word ‘Invictus’  

 Mastering 
Outcome 

I can identify proper nouns, common nouns and abstract nouns 
within texts. 

 

 I can explain how a number of well-known people have shown 
an ‘unconquerable’ spirit. 

 

 Extending 
outcome 

I can explain how proper nouns, common nouns, abstract 
nouns contribute to the meaning of a text. 

 

 I can evaluate a moment in my life when I have faced a 
difficulty and had to adopt an ‘unconquerable’ attitude 

 

 

Next steps: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

New knowledge 
 

A noun is a word for a person, place or thing. 

There are different types of nouns.   

A proper noun is the name of a particular person, place or thing.  Proper nouns are 

also signalled through the use of a capital letter.  For example, London, John, Take 

That. 

Common nouns are the names of general people, places or things.  For example, 

book, table, man, city. 

An abstract noun is a noun that gives a name to emotions, feelings, ideals or ideas.  

For example: joy, sadness, triumph.  
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Pen to paper 
 

 Key task: Look at the sentences below.  Identify whether 

the word in bold is an example of a proper noun, a 
common noun or an abstract noun. 
 

 

 Proper Common Abstract 

1. Therefore be at peace with God  
 

  

2. If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 
To serve your turn long after they are gone 

   

3. Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.  
 

  

4. And yet the menace of the years, / Finds, and 

shall find me, unafraid. 
   

5. William Ernest Henley wrote the poem 
‘Invictus.’ 

   

6. As far as possible without surrender 
be on good terms with all persons. 

   

7. If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you  
 

  

8. My head is bloody, but unbowed.  
 

  

9. If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 

And treat those two impostors just the same 
   

 

 Key task: Imagine you have been asked to write a 
description of this scene.  Thought shower the proper, 
common and abstract nouns you might use to help you 
do this. 
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 Read the excerpt from ‘A Long Walk to Freedom’ by 
Nelson Mandela.   

1. Can you identify an example of a proper noun, a 
common noun and an abstract noun from within 
this extract? 

2. What do each of these noun types bring to the 
extract to help the reader understand more about 
what was going on for Nelson Mandela? 

 
 

I NEVER IMAGINED the struggle would be either short or easy. The first few years 

on the island were difficult times both for the organization outside and those of us in 

prison. After Rivonia, much of the movement's underground machinery had been 

destroyed. Our structures had been discovered and uprooted; those who were not 

captured were scrambling to stay one step ahead of the enemy. Virtually every one 

of the ANC's senior leaders was either in jail or in exile. 

 Example from the 
text above 

What is the purpose of the noun?  How does 
it help the reader understand more about the 
situation Nelson Mandela faced? 

Proper   
 
 
 

Common   
 
 
 

Abstract   
 
 
 

 
New knowledge 

 

At the Wellington Academy two of our core values are ‘self-belief’ and having a 

‘limitless’ approach.  These are values that we are going to explore in this unit using 

poems throughout time.  We are going to begin by reading a poem called ‘Invictus’ 

by William Earnest Henley.  Invictus is the Latin for ‘unconquerable’ or ‘unsubdued’ 

or ‘invincible.’  It is used to describe someone’s attitude when facing difficult times. 
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Pen to paper 

We have learnt that the term ‘Invictus’ means to be ‘unconquerable’.  Look at the 

pictures below.  In what ways have the people below shown an unconquerable 

attitude? 

   

Malala 
 
 
 
 
 

Nelson Mandela Anne Frank 

   
JK Rowling 

 
 

 
 
 

Walt Disney Vincent Van Gogh 

 

New knowledge 
 

The first poem we are going to read is called ‘Invictus’ by a man called William 

Earnest Henley.   The poem is a short Victorian poem written in 1875.   

William Earnest Henley was born in Gloucester, England on August 23, 1849.  

Henley attended The Crypt School in Gloucester which was led by Thomas Edward 

Brown.  Brown was a ‘revelation’ to Henley because the poet was ‘a man of genius 

– the first I’d ever seen’ and was most certainly his inspiration. 

From the age of 12, Henley suffered from tuberculosis of the bone that resulted in 

the amputation of his left leg below the knee.  Immediately after the amputation he 

was told that his other leg would require a similar procedure.  It was in these 

moments of difficulty that Henley was inspired to write the poem ‘Invictus.’  The 

poem came to symbolise attributes associated with the Victorian era: stoicism, 

the ‘stiff upper lip’, self-discipline and fortitude in adversity 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKtaCnptzUAhULbRQKHddMAdgQjRwIBw&url=https://www.ft.com/content/044f12ac-612f-11e3-916e-00144feabdc0&psig=AFQjCNE-cPalACTGVC0S1U4SPgUoF9tNkg&ust=1498593586799275
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi97_3EptzUAhUJOhQKHfJhBLIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.forbes.com/sites/mfonobongnsehe/2013/12/06/20-inspirational-quotes-from-nelson-mandela/&psig=AFQjCNG9BS4Jy89XAr68irRDSoFpjOTNZQ&ust=1498593649731426
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjq3KrrptzUAhXIWhQKHW0JAl4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/72-years-historians-new-theory-anne-frank-holocaust-nazi-a7482481.html&psig=AFQjCNFURr3KjEnBoIX__UgqXVEv5QSPhA&ust=1498593728705079
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnlv-Bp9zUAhXDchQKHRGjARUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.business2community.com/entertainment/j-k-rowling-uses-twitter-burn-harry-potter-book-burning-protest-donald-trump-01769120&psig=AFQjCNHCr7PxiGf-Sn8Asy8jLGEmJPed2g&ust=1498593778321172
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHi9KWp9zUAhVCGhQKHYPLA0sQjRwIBw&url=https://www.theodysseyonline.com/things-you-probably-didnt-know-about-walt-disney&psig=AFQjCNE-9FeiM-U-BjTTmtOsYEt7dAELNQ&ust=1498593821201011
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwje7Y25p9zUAhUJbhQKHVmDBlEQjRwIBw&url=http://dutchcultureusa.com/blog/3620/today-marks-van-goghs-164th-birthday&psig=AFQjCNGJ4u_rJRyI7jr92rKUtkSrzWOOIw&ust=1498593884091891
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Pen to paper 
 

 

Key questions: 
1. What difficulty did William Ernest Hensley 

face in life? 
 

2. How did he demonstrate an 
‘unconquerable’ attitude? 

 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reflection 
 

What moments in your life have you found difficult to overcome?  How did you 

overcome them?  Would you describe yourself as having an ‘unconquerable’ 

attitude? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Learning episode 2 

Vocabulary: noun, proper noun, common noun, abstract noun, unconquerable  

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goals 
To identify and utilise a range of language features  

To demonstrate an understanding of the poem ‘Invictus’ by William Earnest 
Henley 

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning I can define the term ‘verb’ and identify verbs within a range of 
sentences. 

 

 I can show an overall understanding of the poem ‘Invictus’ by 
William Earnest Henley. 

 

 Mastering I can construct verbs that will help convey a particular feeling to 
a reader. 

 

 I can begin to use relevant textual references to support what I 
think about the poem ‘Invictus’ by William Earnest Henley.  

 

 Extending I can explain my verb choices and the intended effect of these 
on the reader. 

 

 I can make comments about the tone of the poem that are 
securely based in the more apt quotation choices. 

 

 

Next steps: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do it now task 
 

Recap questions: 

1. What is a proper noun? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is a common noun? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is an abstract noun? 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE0s2no-PTAhXFXRoKHW58A3UQjRwIBw&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/7754783/&psig=AFQjCNHwUbm13KafLVpxEI_Uxlinx_AK3A&ust=1494435248622864
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___________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does the word ‘Invictus’ mean? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why might Malala be described as having an unconquerable spirit? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. Who is William Earnest Henley? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

7. What difficulty did Henley face and how did he demonstrate an 

‘unconquerable’ attitude? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

New knowledge 
 

A verb is a word used to describe an action, state, or occurrence.  For example, 

ran, think, shout. 

 

Pen to paper 
 

 

1. Speak your truth quietly and clearly; / and listen to others… 

2. I have not winced or cried aloud. 

3. From the age of 12, Henley suffered from tuberculosis of the bone that 

resulted in the amputation of his left leg below the knee.   

4. If you can keep your head when all about you / Are losing theirs and blaming it 

on you, 

5. The first poem we are going to read is called ‘Invictus’ by a man called William 

Earnest Henley.    

6. If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 

7. Keep interested in your own career, however humble. 

8. Beyond this place of wrath and tears / Looms but the Horror of the shade  

 

 Key task: Look at the sentences below.  Circle the word 

/ words that you think are the verbs. 
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 Key task: Look at the two images below.  Around 
the outside of these images, thought shower verbs 
that you think might help to convey the tone. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 Key task: Choose two of your verbs above: one that 
you have used to present someone who is hopeful 
and one that you have used to present someone 
who is in despair.  Explain why you chose those 
verbs and how they helped you to convey those 
emotions. 

HOPE 

DESPAIR 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_m8L_t93UAhXBWhQKHQFuAecQjRwIBw&url=http://cruzjefferson.blogspot.com/2013/10/blogpost-5-hope-vs-despair.html&psig=AFQjCNFEB5e3BtPhaEm87WG8V4T8eSPxZQ&ust=1498632680442672
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_m8L_t93UAhXBWhQKHQFuAecQjRwIBw&url=http://cruzjefferson.blogspot.com/2013/10/blogpost-5-hope-vs-despair.html&psig=AFQjCNFEB5e3BtPhaEm87WG8V4T8eSPxZQ&ust=1498632680442672
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New knowledge 

Last lesson we were introduced to William Earnest Hensley who wrote the poem 

‘Invictus’ in 1875.  In this learning episode we are going to read the poem.  

 

 

 

1 Out of the night that covers me, 
2 Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 
3 I thank whatever gods may be 
4 For my unconquerable soul. 
  
5 In the fell clutch of circumstance 
6 I have not winced nor cried aloud. 

7 Under the bludgeonings of chance 
8 My head is bloody, but unbowed. 
  
9 Beyond this place of wrath and tears 
10 Looms but the Horror of the shade, 

11 And yet the menace of the years 

12 Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 
  

13 It matters not how strait the gate. 
14 How charged with punishments the scroll. 
15 I am the master of my fate: 
16 I am the captain of my soul. 

 

 

 

Pen to paper 

Key question: On your first reading of the poem, what do you think this poem is 
about? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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New knowledge 

The poem ‘Invictus’ by William Henley was Nelson Mandela’s favourite poem.  

When Nelson Mandela was in prison he would read this poem to keep his spirits up, 

and he would often recite it to his fellow inmates. On the next few pages is a graphic 

interpretation of how the poem could be applied to Nelson Mandela’s struggles in 

prison.  The artist explained some of the decisions he made with regard to the 

graphic: 

I featured the limestone quarry, where Mandela had to break rocks into gravel day after day. Over 

the days, months, and years of backbreaking labour, the glare from the white rock would 

permanently damage Mandela’s eyesight. The photograph he is looking at is of himself with his 

eldest son, Madiba Thembekile, who was killed in a car crash in 1969. Mandela was not allowed to 

attend the funeral or even find out information about the accident. I took a few liberties with the 

prison guard – Mandela was transferred off Robben Island in 1982 and moved to Pollsmoor prison, 

so it’s highly unlikely that the same guard would be with Mandela at the beginning and at the end of 

his imprisonment. Over the years, because of the way Mandela carried himself, he eventually gained 

the respect and friendship of some of his guards. One warder, James Gregory, even wrote a book 

about his relationship with Mandela that was turned into a movie.  

Not only did Mandela endure 27 years of imprisonment with dignity, determination and strength, 

but he also chose to forgive the people who wronged him (for instance, after being released from 

prison, he invited the prosecutor who argued for his death penalty to lunch). That, in my opinion, is 

his most impressive accomplishment – and that’s what I wanted to highlight in the comic. 

http://zenpencils.com/comic/140-invictus-a-comic-tribute-to-nelson-mandela/ 

 

Idea pool 

http://www.nelsonmandela.org/news/entry/honouring-thembekile-mandela
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodbye_Bafana
http://www.theguardian.com/news/2002/jul/19/guardianobituaries2
http://zenpencils.com/comic/140-invictus-a-comic-tribute-to-nelson-mandela/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwif0szG6NbVAhXBWxoKHdnnDewQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/thinking-light-bulb-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNEB0Hj4pcUU7cS8IN5_wpCgjXtTTg&ust=1502803258011734
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Pen to paper 

Key question: How does the graphic affect your understanding and interpretation of 

the poem? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection 
 

Watch the clip in which Morgan Freeman recites the poem ‘Invictus.’ Do you think 

this poem is melancholic or inspirational?  Why? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Learning episode 3:  

Vocabulary: verb, unconquerable, fell, winced, bludgeoning, loom, menace, strait, 

melancholic 

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goals 
To identify and utilise a range of language features  

To explain the key ideas being expressed in the poem ‘Invictus’ by William 
Earnest Henley. 

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning I can explain the difference between a dynamic and a stative 
verb. 

 

 I can begin to make inferences about the poem ‘Invictus’ by 
William Earnest Henley. 

 

 Mastering I can identify dynamic and stative verbs. 
I can construct examples of both dynamic and stative verbs. 

 

 I can explain what I learn from a textual reference in the poem 
‘Invictus’ by William Earnest Henley. 

 

 Extending I can begin to offer an analysis of key textual references in the 
poem ‘Invictus’ by William Earnest Henley. 

 

 

Next steps: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do it now task 
 

Recap questions: 

1. What is a verb? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who wrote the poem ‘Invictus’? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE0s2no-PTAhXFXRoKHW58A3UQjRwIBw&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/7754783/&psig=AFQjCNHwUbm13KafLVpxEI_Uxlinx_AK3A&ust=1494435248622864
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3. Summarise, in your own words, what the poem ‘Invictus’ is about. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. In line 8, what does the poet say about his head? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. Despite the ‘wrath’ and ‘tears’, how does the poet say you will find him in line 

12? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. What does the line ‘I am master of my fate’ mean? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

New knowledge 
 

In the last learning episode we recapped our knowledge on verbs.  There are two 

categories of verbs: dynamic verbs and stative verbs.  Dynamic verbs usually 

describe actions we can take, or things that happen whereas stative verbs usually 

refer to a state or condition which is not changing or likely to change.   

Examples of dynamic verbs include eat; drink; go; type; read; write; listen; speak; 

watch; say; grow; work; sleep; cook; talk.   

Examples of stative verbs include love; hate; like; see; hear; sound; think; mind 

(meaning "care about"); recognise; seem; have (meaning "own"); prefer; doubt; 

consist of; mean 
 

Pen to paper 
 

 Key task: Below are a list of verbs taken from the poem 
‘Invictus’.  Can you sort the verbs into two lists – those that 
are dynamic and those that are stative. 
 

covers     thank     winced     cried     is     looms     finds     matters     

charged     am 
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Dynamic Stative 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 Look at the image below.  Imagine you are in this environment.  
Around this image, can you thought-shower a range of verbs 
that you might use to describe the movements in this scene? 
Circle the verbs that are dynamic and underline the verbs that 
are stative. 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge question: Which type of verb is most useful when describing an idea, 
event or moment? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

New knowledge 

In our last learning episode, we were exploring our overall understanding of the 

poem ‘Invictus’ by William Earnest Henley.  In today’s learning episode, we are 

going to show a deeper understanding of the poem.  To do this, we are going to 

focus in on the lines of the poem with each pair / three being given a pair of lines.  

We can truly show we understand text when we are able to explain what a writer is 

trying to say using our own words.  Your task is to be able to explain what the writer 

is trying to communicate using your own words.  Be prepared to share your 

explanation! 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://download-wallpaper.net/content/wallpaper-lightning-thunder-florida.html&psig=AFQjCNH1QRjzCCEMeZQBHytActlnk0bpTg&ust=1502796966433996
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Pen to paper 
 

Lines from the poem What we learn from these lines? 

Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the Pit from pole to pole,  

 
 
 
 
 

I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 

 
 
 
 
 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 
I have not winced nor cried aloud. 

 
 
 
 
 

Under the bludgeonings of chance 
My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

 
 
 
 
 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears, 
Looms but the Horror of the shade, 

 
 
 
 
 

And yet the menace of the years 
Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 

 
 
 
 
 

It matters not how strait the gate. 
How charged with punishments the 
scroll. 

 
 
 
 
 

I am the master of my fate: 
I am the captain of my soul. 
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Reflection 

Imagine your friend has asked you about the poem you are reading in English.  In 

no more than 50 words, can you explain to your friend what the poem ‘Invictus’ is 

about? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://help.wildapricot.com/display/DOC/Facebook+comments+gadget
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Learning episode 4:  
 
Vocabulary: dynamic verb, stative verb, explain 

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goals 

To identify and utilise a range of language features  
 

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning I can define what an adjective is and create adjectives to 
describe a noun. 

 

I can identify basic language techniques that have been used 
in a poem. 

 Mastering I can construct comparative and superlative adjective forms.  

I can identify language techniques that have been used in 
‘Invictus’ with a brief explanation as to how the language has 
been used to achieve effects and influence readers. 

I can use emerging subject terminology. 
 

Next steps: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do it now task 

Recap questions: 

1. What is a dynamic verb? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is a stative verb? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE0s2no-PTAhXFXRoKHW58A3UQjRwIBw&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/7754783/&psig=AFQjCNHwUbm13KafLVpxEI_Uxlinx_AK3A&ust=1494435248622864
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3. What do we mean by the term ‘explain’? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. Explain one idea that William Earnest Henley presents in his poem ‘Invictus’. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. Identify one feeling you experienced over the past day and explain why you 

think you experienced this feeling. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

New knowledge 
 

An adjective is a word that describes the noun.  For example, black, tall, wooden, 

happy.  In the poem we are studying, an adjective is used in the following line: ‘For 

my unconquerable soul.’  The adjective ‘unconquerable’ is used to describe the 

poet’s soul and his spirit.  It suggests to us that his soul is unbeatable and his spirit 

will not be beaten. 

Pen to paper 
 

 Key task: Look at the sentences below.  They are all 
taken from the poem we are currently exploring.  The 
noun in each sentence is in bold.  Underneath each 
sentence is an image.  In pairs, thought shower as many 
adjectives as you can think of to describe the noun. 
 
 

Out of the night that covers me… 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjPjrTNtNbVAhXHwxQKHT3vBJoQjRwIBw&url=https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id%3Dcom.teragon.nightsky.lite&psig=AFQjCNGRdlnSMwuCnmCU8WOie-3yR9nMXw&ust=1502789308106679


28 
 

I am the captain of my soul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New knowledge 

There are two types of adjectives: comparative adjectives and superlative 

adjectives.  Comparative adjectives compare the qualities of two nouns whereas 

superlative adjectives compare the qualities of three or more nouns. 

If an adjective contains only one syllable then ‘er’ is added to create the comparative 

form.  Similarly, if an adjective contains only one syllable then ‘est’ is added to 

create the superlative form.  For example  

Old – older – oldest 

Long – longer – longest 

If, however, an adjective has two or more syllables ‘more’ should be added to form 

the comparative and ‘most’ should be added to form the superlative.  For example 

Respectable – more respectable – most respectable 

Beautiful – more beautiful – most beautiful 

Pen to paper 
 

Adjective from the poem Comparative form Superlative form 

 
bloody 
 

  

 
black 
 

  

 
unconquerable 
 

  

 

 

 

 Key task: below are some of the adjectives taken from the 

poem ‘Invictus’.  Can you add in the comparative and 
superlative form for each adjective? 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwihkYy3tdbVAhWL1xQKHeCjAwkQjRwIBw&url=http://sarcasticast.com/037-greylock-glass-captain-russ/&psig=AFQjCNET92t2IlZ3XdT8LpJRUXqxkajS6A&ust=1502789533391105
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 Key task: look back over the adjectives you constructed to 
describe the two pictures.  Choose five adjectives in total 
and construct their comparative and superlative form in the 
chart below. 

 

My adjective Comparative form Superlative form 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

New knowledge 

In our last learning episode, we developed our explanation of the poem by focusing 

in on key lines.   

In today’s learning episode, we are going to focus on the language Henley has used 

in his poem ‘Invictus’ to convey meaning.  Being able to explain language 

techniques is really crucial.  To do this we are going to explore a range of quotations 

from the poem, focusing in on key words, using appropriate subject terminology to 

explain what the use of those words ‘tell’ us about the poet and the situation he finds 

himself in.    

Here is an example 

Quotation 
from the poem 

What are the 
key words in 
the quotation 

What type of 
word has 

been used? 

 What does the 
use of this 

word tell us? 

Black as the Pit 
from pole to 
pole 
 

Black as the 
Pit from pole 
to pole 
 

Black is an 
adjective 
 
Pit is a noun 

 

Black is a colour 
and the night is 
being described 
as black which 
tells us how dark 
it is. 
   
Pit tells us that 
the night is like 
being in a pit 
which is a dark, 
deep hole. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
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Pen to paper 

Now it is your turn!  Key quotations have been taken from the poem and the key 

words highlighted in bold.  Your task is to  

a. Identify what type of word has been used (a noun?  A verb?  An adjective?) in 

each example. 

b. Explain what that word tells the reader about the poet and the situation he 

finds himself in. 

Use my example to help you. 

 

Reflection 

Looking at all of the key words within the poem, which word do you think is most 

successful in conveying the poet’s feelings or his spirit? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



31 
 

 
 
 

  

Line from Invictus What type of word is the 
word in bold?  (A noun?  A 

verb?  An adjective?) 

 What does the use of this word tell us? 

Black as the Pit from pole to 

pole 

Word 1 is an adjective 

 
Word 2 is a noun 
 

 

The adjective ‘black’ is a colour and the 

night is being described as black which tells 
us how dark it is. 
   
The noun ‘pit’ tells us that the night is like 

being in a pit which is a dark, deep hole. 
 

I thank whatever gods may 
be / For my unconquerable 

soul. 

Word 1 is 
 

 

 

In the fell clutch of 
circumstance 

Word 1 is 
 
Word 2 is 
 

 

 

I have not winced nor cried 
aloud. 

Word 1 is 
 
Word 2 is 
 

 

 

Under the bludgeoning’s of 
chance / My head is bloody 
but unbowed. 

Word 1 is 
 
Word 2 is  

 
Word 3 is  
 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
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Beyond this place of wrath 
and tears 

Word 1 is 
 
Word 2 is  
 
Word 3 is 
 

 

 

Looms but the Horror of the 

shade 
Word 1 is 
 
Word 2 is  
 

 

 

And yet the menace of the 

years / finds, and shall find, 
me unafraid. 

Word 1 is  
 
Word 2 is 
 

 

 

I am the master of my fate. Word 1 is  
 
Word 2 is  
 

 

 

I am the captain of my soul. Word 1 is  
 
Word 2 is  
 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41N6ChYnSAhVCXhQKHV6ED9oQjRwIBw&url=http://tumundografico.com/clipart/dictionary-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNHij5A2rK06blGMCzsyHoLNRdTuEQ&ust=1486936698246601
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Learning episode 5:  

Vocabulary: adjective, comparative, superlative, word class, language, explanation 

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goals 
To identify and utilise a range of language features  

To make inferences and support these with relevant textual reference which 
are explained. 

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning I can define what an adverb is and create adverbs to describe 
a verb. 

 

 I can use some textual reference to support inferences that are 
beginning to emerge about characters, settings or events. 

 

 Mastering I can identify an adverb with a brief explanation on how it helps 
the writer to create meaning. 

 

 I can support inferences with a relevant textual reference and a 
brief explanation. 

 

 Extending I can make inferences and deductions which are supported 
with relevant textual references, clearly explained and some 
brief analysis. 

 

 

Next steps: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do it now task 

Recap questions: 

1. What is an adjective? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE0s2no-PTAhXFXRoKHW58A3UQjRwIBw&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/7754783/&psig=AFQjCNHwUbm13KafLVpxEI_Uxlinx_AK3A&ust=1494435248622864
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2. What is a comparative adjective? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is a superlative adjective? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is a word class? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why is it important when we are explaining a textual reference / quotation that 

we use our own words? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

New knowledge 

An adverb is a word or phrase that modifies the meaning of an adjective, verb, or 
other adverb, expressing manner, place, time or degree. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZ2IawvdfVAhXCvRQKHYFbB64QjRwIBw&url=https://sites.google.com/site/isp20152016stage11/english/grammar-adjectives-adverbs-and-verb-tenses&psig=AFQjCNGnZtgiyU_wSjcV1szdRk7rfaSZrg&ust=1502826011498768
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Pen to paper 
 

 
 
 

Can you identify the adverb in the stanza below?  What does it 
tell us about the verb? 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Look at the stanza below.  Re-write it in diary entry form.  As you 

re-write it, incorporate  

 An adverb to describe how something is done 

 An adverb to describe where something is done 

 An adverb to describe when something is done 

 An adverb to describe why something is done 

 An adverb to describe the frequency of something 
 

Use the chart on the previous page for ideas! 
 

 

1 Out of the night that covers me, 
2 Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 
3 I thank whatever gods may be 
4 For my unconquerable soul. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5 In the fell clutch of circumstance 
6 I have not winced nor cried aloud. 
7 Under the bludgeonings of chance 
8 My head is bloody, but unbowed. 
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New knowledge 
 

In today’s learning episode we are going to learn about 
inferences.  An inference is a conclusion that a reader makes 
while reading or after reading. The conclusion is based on 
what the reader  knows outside of the text plus information that 
is presented in the text. 

 
 
 
 
 

After reading the poem ‘Invictus’ by Henley, I have made a number of inferences. 

Inference based upon stanza 1: The poet will find strength even when it seems 

hopeless. 

Inference based upon stanza 2: The poet will not give in. 

Inference based upon stanza 3: Death is waiting for the poet. 

Inference based upon stanza 4: The poet feels he needs to take control of his own 

destiny. 

 

In order to become active readers, we need to be able to justify the inferences that 

we make.  So although I have made the inference that in stanza 1 the poet will find 

strength even when it seems hopeless, I need to be able to find the evidence from 

stanza 1 that has made me think that.  Let’s try now! 

 
 

Pen to paper 

We are now going to see if we can support inferences I have made after reading 

‘Invictus’ by Henley. 
 

Inference based upon stanza 1: The poet will find strength 

even when it seems hopeless. 
 Evidence from the 

stanza to support my 
inference 

 How does this evidence 
support my inference? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Which word (remember the word class!) in the evidence is key in 
supporting the inference and why?  

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiW1qTL84jSAhUGQBQKHdHrAtkQjRwIBw&url=http://voyageursdusoir.vendee.fr/category/detective-story/&psig=AFQjCNE9uUFQ2JlXjvXxR_lu6vFwTC9-Eg&ust=1486931961439074
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Inference based upon stanza 2: The poet will not give in. 
 Evidence from the 

stanza to support my 
inference 

 How does this evidence 
support my inference? 

 
 
 
 

 

 Which word (remember the word class!) in the evidence is key in 
supporting the inference and why?  

 
 
 
 

 

Inference based upon stanza 3: Death is waiting for the poet. 
 Evidence from the 

stanza to support my 
inference 

 How does this evidence 
support my inference? 

 
 
 
 

 

 Which word (remember the word class!) in the evidence is key in 
supporting the inference and why?  

 
 
 
 

 

Inference based upon stanza 4: The poet feels he needs to 

take control of his own destiny. 
 Evidence from the 

stanza to support my 
inference 

 How does this evidence 
support my inference? 

 
 
 
 

 

 Which word (remember the word class!) in the evidence is key in 
supporting the inference and why?  
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Reflection 
 

Think about your reading of the poem.  Can you make your own inference about the 

poet and the feelings he presents in this poem?  Fill your inference in, along with the 

evidence in the magnifying glass below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inference 
Evidence 
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Learning episode 6:  

Vocabulary: adverb, inference, justify 

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goals 
To identify and a range of language features and comment on their effect on 

the reader. 

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning I can identify basic language features.  

 I can offer comments on a general effect.  

 Mastering I can identify language features with a brief explanation as to 
how the language has been used to achieve effects and 
influence readers. 

 

 I can use emerging subject terminology.  

 Extending I can explain how language features are used to achieve 
effects and influence readers. 

 

 

Next steps: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Do it now task 
 

Recap questions: 

1. What is an adverb? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are the different types of adverb? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE0s2no-PTAhXFXRoKHW58A3UQjRwIBw&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/7754783/&psig=AFQjCNHwUbm13KafLVpxEI_Uxlinx_AK3A&ust=1494435248622864
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3. What is an inference? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do we support our inferences? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Pen to paper 

Over the past few lessons we have been revising our knowledge of nouns, verbs, 

adjectives and adverbs.  Re-read the first two stanzas and then complete the chart 

listing the nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs used in the opening two stanzas of 

this poem. 

 

Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 
I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 
 
In the fell clutch of circumstance 
I have not winced nor cried aloud. 
Under the bludgeonings of chance 

My head is bloody, but unbowed. 
 

 

Nouns Verbs Adjectives Adverbs 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

New knowledge 

Over the past few learning episodes we have explored how to read a key text, 

identify language techniques and make inferences. 

In this learning episode, we are going to consider the reader’s response.  The 

reader’s response is about how they feel and what impressions they form of either 

the characters, the settings or the events that are being presented – i.e. What they 



41 
 

think as a result of their reading.  To help us develop our thinking about this we are 

going to use emojis. 

 

Let’s consider our reading of stanza one:  

  
 
 

 

Quotation Circle the emoji you think sums up 
your thoughts / feelings towards the 

poet and his experience in this 
stanza. 

What feeling does this 
represent for you?  Why 

have you circled this 
emoji? 

Out of the 
night that 
covers me, /  

Black as the 
Pit from pole 
to pole, /  I 
thank 
whatever 
gods may be 
/ For my 
unconquera
ble soul. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Which word in particular has created this feeling in you 
and why? (Remember the word class) 
 

 
 

 

Pen to paper 

Look at the following quotations from the poem on the next page.  For each 

quotation, circle the emoji you think sums up your thoughts and feelings towards the 

poet and his experience (L), explain why you have circled this emoji (M) and then 

focus in on a key word that has really led you to think / feel the way you do. 
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Quotation Circle the emoji you think sums up your 
thoughts / feelings towards the poet 

and his experience in this stanza. 

What feeling does this 
represent for you?  Why have 

you circled this emoji? 

In the fell 
clutch of 
circumstance 
/ I have not 
winced or 
cried aloud. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Which word in particular has created this feeling in you and why? 
(Remember the word class) 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

Quotation Circle the emoji you think sums up your 
thoughts / feelings towards the poet 

and his experience in this stanza. 

What feeling does this 
represent for you?  Why have 

you circled this emoji? 

And yet the 
menace of 
the years / 
Finds, and 
shall find, 
me unafraid. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Which word in particular has created this feeling in you and why? 
(Remember the word class) 
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Quotation Circle the emoji you think sums up your 
thoughts / feelings towards the poet 

and his experience in this stanza. 

What feeling does this 
represent for you?  Why have 

you circled this emoji? 

It matters 
not how 
strait the 
gate, / How 
charged with 
punishments 
the scroll 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Which word in particular has created this feeling in you and why? 
(Remember the word class) 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

Quotation Circle the emoji you think sums up your 
thoughts / feelings towards the poet 

and his experience in this stanza. 

What feeling does this 
represent for you?  Why have 

you circled this emoji? 

I am the 
master of my 
fate; / I am 
the captain 
of my soul.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Which word in particular has created this feeling in you and why? 
(Remember the word class) 
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Reflection 

Which emoji summarises your overall attitude towards the poet and his 

experiences? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learning episode 7+8: 

Vocabulary: word class, noun, verb, adjective, adverb, effect 

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goals 

To construct an effective WHAT/HOW/WHY paragraph which analyses how the 
writer uses language to present his experiences 

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning I can begin to make inferences about the poet and his experiences 
using some textual reference. 

 

 I can identify basic language features.  

 I can offer comments on a general effect.  

 Mastering I can make inferences and support these with relevant textual 
references and a brief explanation. 

 

 I can identify language features, using emerging subject terminology, 
with a brief explanation as to how the language had been used to 
achieve effects and influence readers. 

 

 Extending I can make inferences and deductions and support these with 
relevant textual references which are clearly explained.  I can begin 
to offer a brief analysis. 

 

 I can explain how language features, using subject terminology, are 
used to achieve effects and influence readers. 

 

 

Next steps: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Do it now task 
 

Recap questions: 

1. What is a noun? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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2. What is a verb? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is an adjective? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is an adverb? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is an inference? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. What do we mean by ‘effect’? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Pen to paper 

Over the past few lessons we have been revising our knowledge of nouns, verbs, 

adjectives and adverbs.  Re-read the first two stanzas and then complete the chart 

listing the nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs used in the opening two stanzas of 

this poem. 

 

9 Beyond this place of wrath and tears 
10 Looms but the Horror of the shade, 

11 And yet the menace of the years 
12 Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 
  

13 It matters not how strait the gate. 
14 How charged with punishments the scroll. 
15 I am the master of my fate: 
16 I am the captain of my soul. 
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Nouns Verbs Adjectives Adverbs 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 

New knowledge 

Over the past few learning episodes, we have revised some of our key language 

techniques and developed our writing so that we can explain what we learn from a 

writer’s choice of words and comment upon how a reader might respond.  In today’s 

lesson, we are going to practise combining all of this into paragraphs of analytical 

writing.  To do this, we use a particular structure:  

 

Technique What language technique has been used to present a 
character, setting, idea or event? 

Example In which phrase or line or section of text is this language 
technique used? 

Explanation Using our own words, what do we learn from the 
example? 

Exploration What can we infer from this example? 
Which word is key in supporting this inference? 

Effect What is the intended effect of the language used? 
What would a reader think or feel in response?  Which 
word in particular would make the reader feel this way? 

 

Have a look at the paragraph I have written about the following quotation ‘Out of the 

night that covers me, / Black as the Pit from pole to pole’ using the TEEE structure. 

 

Adjectives and nouns have been used to describe the depths from which the poet 

has come in the lines ‘Out of the night that covers me, / Black as the Pit from pole to 

pole…’  which tells us the poet feels as though he is emerging from the dark.  The 

use of the noun ‘night’ suggests the time between evening and morning, a time 

which is dark but it could also metaphorically imply that the poet feels he is coming 

out from a period of darkness.  In addition, the use of the noun ‘pit’ connotes the 

depth of this darkness which could suggest it has been a struggle to break free.  The 

use of the adjective ‘black’ further helps to suggest that this time has been bleak for 
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the poet.  As a reader, I would feel sympathy for the poet and the melancholy he has 

been feeling.  However, I would also feel hopeful because of the use of the word 

‘out’ which suggests he is surfacing from this gloomy period. 

 

 

Pen to paper 

In pairs, re-read my exemplar WHAT/HOW/WHY paragraph.  Can you identify the 

different parts? 

Try to identify 

 The part of the paragraph that mentions the techniques used 

 The part of the paragraph that presents an example where the techniques are 

used 

 The part of the paragraph where the example is explained 

 The part of the paragraph where the use of language is explored and 

inferences are made 

 The part of the paragraph where the effect on the reader is considered. 

 

Pen to paper 

Now let’s co-write a WHAT/HOW/WHY paragraph together, exploring the following 

quotations: 

I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 

 

Steps: 

1. What do we learn about the poet from these lines? 

2. Which word is key? 

3. What type of word is this? 

4. What does this word specifically tell us? (remembering to use our own words) 

5. How is meant to make the reader feel? 

 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Pen to paper 

Now have a go at writing your own WHAT/HOW/WHY paragraph for the following 
quotation: 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 
I have not winced nor cried aloud. 

 

Remember the steps: 

1. What do we learn about the poet from these lines? 

2. Which word is key? 

3. What type of word is this? 

4. What does this word specifically tell us? (remembering to use our own words) 

5. How is meant to make the reader feel? 
 

Use the grid below to help you. 

 Technique 

What language technique 
has been used to present 
the poet and his 
experiences? 

 
 

 

have been used to present the poet and his  
 

experiences. 

Example 
In which phrase or line or 
section of text is this 
language technique 
used? 

This is evident in the line… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Explanation 

Using our own words, 
what do we learn from 
the example? 

These lines tell me… 
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 Exploration 
What can we infer from 
this example? 

Which word is key in 
supporting this 
inference? 

The use of the __________ suggests 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Effect 
What is the intended effect of 
the language used? 
What would a reader think or 
feel in response?  Which 
word in particular would make 
the reader feel this way? 

A reader would feel…. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pen to paper 

Practise!  Now choose two of the following quotations to practise your 

WHAT/HOW/WHY paragraph writing. 

1. Under the bludgeonings of chance / My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

2. Beyond this place of wrath and tears / Looms but the horror of the shade, 

3. And yet the menace of the years / Finds, and shall find, me unafraid 

4. It matters not how strait the gate. / How charged with punishments the scroll. 

5. I am the master of my fate: / I am the captain of my soul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



51 
 

 

Remember the steps: 

1. What do we learn about the poet from these lines? 

2. Which word is key? 

3. What type of word is this? 

4. What does this word specifically tell us? (remembering to use our own words) 

5. How is meant to make the reader feel? 
 

Use the grid below to help you. 

 Technique 
What language technique 
has been used to present 
the poet and his 
experiences? 

 
 

 

have been used to present the poet and his  
 

experiences. 

Example 

In which phrase or line or 
section of text is this 
language technique 
used? 

This is evident in the line… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Explanation 
Using our own words, 
what do we learn from 
the example? 

These lines tell me… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Exploration 
What can we infer from 
this example? 
Which word is key in 
supporting this 
inference? 

The use of the __________ suggests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Effect 
What is the intended effect of 
the language used? 
What would a reader think or 
feel in response?  Which 

A reader would feel…. 
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word in particular would make 
the reader feel this way? 

 

 

Remember the steps: 

1. What do we learn about the poet from these lines? 

2. Which word is key? 

3. What type of word is this? 

4. What does this word specifically tell us? (remembering to use our own words) 

5. How is meant to make the reader feel? 
 

Use the grid below to help you. 

 Technique 
What language technique 
has been used to present 
the poet and his 
experiences? 

 
 

 

have been used to present the poet and his  
 

experiences. 

Example 
In which phrase or line or 
section of text is this 
language technique 
used? 

This is evident in the line… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Explanation 
Using our own words, 
what do we learn from 
the example? 

These lines tell me… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Exploration 
What can we infer from 
this example? 
Which word is key in 
supporting this 
inference? 

The use of the __________ suggests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Effect 
What is the intended effect of 
the language used? 

A reader would feel…. 
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What would a reader think or 
feel in response?  Which 
word in particular would make 
the reader feel this way? 

 
 

 

Pen to paper 

Now choose one of your WHAT/HOW/WHY paragraphs to write into your formative 

assessment book.   

The title of your work should be ‘Invictus formative assessment.’ 

 

Reflection 

How easy do you find it to construct WHAT/HOW/WHY paragraphs? 

 
not confident                                                                                     totally confident 
 

The part of a WHAT/HOW/WHY 
paragraph I feel most confident about 

The part of a WHAT/HOW/WHY 
paragraph I feel least confident about 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiW0v2H_9jVAhWFvBQKHdHSDlYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.slideshare.net/missrogue/finding-my-voice-learning-to-trust-my-gut-from-leanin-toronto-launch/14-Confidence_is_not_as_we&psig=AFQjCNHmGmjfBoe93mNYAZ0w114L_-69rA&ust=1502878019291202
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Learning episode 9 

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goal 

To make inferences that are supported by relevant textual reference and 
clearly explained. 

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning 
outcome 

I can begin to make inferences about the content of a poem.  

 Mastering 
Outcome 

I can make inferences and support these with a relevant textual 
reference and brief explanation. 

 

 Extending 
outcome 

I can make inferences and deductions, supporting these with 
relevant textual references which are clearly explained and offer a 
brief analysis. 

 

 

Next steps: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Do it now task 

 

 

Knowledge test feedback. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIq7bLxtvVAhWE1xoKHe3AAo8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.learningspy.co.uk/featured/if-not-knowledge-what/&psig=AFQjCNEihZTOZmTSINDnXOW_aVJMu-ZxKg&ust=1502965896590553
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE0s2no-PTAhXFXRoKHW58A3UQjRwIBw&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/7754783/&psig=AFQjCNHwUbm13KafLVpxEI_Uxlinx_AK3A&ust=1494435248622864
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New knowledge 

 

10 has been deemed the Jameson raid that led to the Second Boer 
11 War.  The raid was intended to start an uprising among the  
12 British expatriate workers in the South African Republic, but  
13 there were complications and it was a failure.  Jameson was 
14 arrested and tried, but he was already being hailed a hero by  
15 London, which was filled with anti-Boer sentiment.  He served  

16 only fifteen months in prison and later became Prime Minister 
17 of Cape Colony back in South Africa.  It appears that Kipling had 
18 met Jameson and befriended him through Cecil Rhodes, the  

19 Prime Minister of Cape Colony at the time of the raid. 
  

20 In his autobiography ‘Something of Myself’, Kipling wrote of  
21 Jameson and ‘If-‘.  ‘Among the verses in Rewards was one set 
22 called ‘If’’, which escaped from the book, and for a while ran 
23 about the world.  They were drawn from Jameson’s character 
24 and contained counsels of perfection most easy to give.  Once 
25 started, the mechanization of the age made them snowball 
26 themselves in a way that startled me.  Schools, and places 
27 where they teach, took them for the suffering.  Young – which did  

28 me no good with the Young when I met them later.  (‘Why did  
29 you write that stuff?   I’ve had to write it out twice as an impot.’) 
30 they were printed as cards to hang up in offices and bedrooms; 
31 illuminated text-wise and anthologised to weariness.  Twenty- 
32 seven of the Nations of the Earth translated them into their 
33 seven-and-twenty tongues, and printed them on every sort of  
34 fabric.’ 

 

Pen to paper 

1 In today’s learning episode, we are 
2 going to begin exploring a new  
3 poem called ‘If’ by Rudyard  
4 Kipling.  The poem was written in 
5 1910 and was inspired by a great 
6 friend of his, Leander Starr  
7 Jameson.  Jameson was a Scots- 
8 born colonial politician and  
9 adventurer responsible for what  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_kND3xtvVAhXLuhoKHR5UBKsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/rudyard-kipling-40.php&psig=AFQjCNFE8hK35UGAtgNTpKMYgmERraZJIg&ust=1502966032388742
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Key questions: 

1. Who inspired the writing of ‘If’ by Rudyard Kipling? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. How are Jameson and William Earnest Henley similar? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do you think Kipling meant when he said that the poem ‘If’ contained 

‘counsels of perfection most easy to give’? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Pen to paper 

In the poem ‘Invictus’ the poet William Earnest Henley spoke of an unconquerable 
soul.  Although inspired by Jameson, Kipling actually wrote this poem with his son in 
mind too.  He wanted to offer his son advice on what it means to be a good ‘man.’  

 

In pairs, what qualities or characteristics do you think Kipling might have suggested 
to his son that he should try to embody if he wanted to become a decent human 
being? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjNqfbfotvVAhWBPhQKHfxhCfUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/man-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNEraJHmqWRVLfiGbKaQtBZiHCwk9A&ust=1502956312165863
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New Knowledge 

Let’s read the poem ‘If’ by Rudyard Kipling so we can begin to explore how 
Jameson inspired him and what advice he offered his son as a result. 

 

1 If you can keep your head when all about you 
2 Are losing theirs and blaming it on you, 
3 If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 
4 But make allowance for their doubting too; 
5 If you can wait and not be tired of waiting, 

6 Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 
7 Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 
8 And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 
  
9 If you can dream – and not make dreams your master; 
10 If you can think – and not make thoughts your aim;  
11 If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
12 And treat those two imposters just the same; 
13 If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 

Idea pool 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwif0szG6NbVAhXBWxoKHdnnDewQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/thinking-light-bulb-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNEB0Hj4pcUU7cS8IN5_wpCgjXtTTg&ust=1502803258011734
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14 Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 
15 Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 
16 And stoop and build’em up with worn-out tools: 
  

17 If you can make on heap of all your winnings 
18 And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 
29 And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
20 And never breathe a word about your loss; 
21 If you can force your heart and never and sinew 
22 To serve your turn long after they are gone, 
23 And so hold on when there is nothing in you 
24 Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’ 
  

25 If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 
26 Or walk with Kings – nor lose the common touch, 
27 If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 

28 If all men count with you, but none too much; 
29 If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
30 With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run, 
31 Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 
32 And – which is more – you’ll be a Man, my son! 

 

Pen to paper 
 

 Key task: After you initial reading, what are some of the 
qualities Rudyard Kipling wishes to see in his son?  How 
many did you correctly predict? 
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 Key task:  Below are some modern interpretations about 
what Rudyard Kipling might be saying to his son through 
this poem.  Can you identify which quotation has led to 
these interpretations? 

 

 Stanza 1 
I want my son to 
remain calm in 
challenging 
situations. 
 

 Stanza 2 
I want my son to 
be realistic. 

 Quotation from 
the poem: 

 Quotation from the 
poem: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stanza 3 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stanza 4 

Qualities I want my son to possess 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7-cD339vVAhUGWRQKHcehCQ4QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling&psig=AFQjCNGl_s7RqiyRjkimwfP_wSf1icMS8Q&ust=1502972742930998
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7-cD339vVAhUGWRQKHcehCQ4QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling&psig=AFQjCNGl_s7RqiyRjkimwfP_wSf1icMS8Q&ust=1502972742930998
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYmc333tvVAhXK6RQKHS0uBK4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-medium-horizontal-clipboard.html&psig=AFQjCNFd0bgPb4sr7Axg1xqp2aZ8p1W9Eg&ust=1502972441478123
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I want my son to 
keep pushing his 
body to never give 
up even when it is 
tired 
 

I want my son to 
be able to talk with 
everyone – rich 
and poor alike! 

 Quotation from 
the poem: 

 Quotation from 
the poem: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

Challenge: Can you come up with one further interpretation of what Rudyard Kipling 

would want for his son and support this with a line from the poem? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 Can you choose one of the quotations you have identified 
and explain how it supports the modern interpretation? 
 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection 

Think about all of the qualities you felt would make a ‘great man’ and then all of the 

qualities that Rudyard Kipling would like his son to be.  Now place these qualities 

into the diagram below identifying which qualities you think are the most important if 

you want to make it as a great man or woman.  The most important quality should 

appear at the top! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7-cD339vVAhUGWRQKHcehCQ4QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling&psig=AFQjCNGl_s7RqiyRjkimwfP_wSf1icMS8Q&ust=1502972742930998
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7-cD339vVAhUGWRQKHcehCQ4QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling&psig=AFQjCNGl_s7RqiyRjkimwfP_wSf1icMS8Q&ust=1502972742930998
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Learning episode 10 

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goal 

To demonstrate an understanding of the poem ‘If’ by Rudyard Kipling 

To make inferences that are supported by relevant textual reference and 
clearly explained. 

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning 
outcome 

I can begin to use some textual reference.  

 Mastering 
Outcome 

I can support my inferences with a relevant textual reference and a 
brief explanation. 

 

 Extending 
outcome 

I can support inferences and deductions with relevant textual 
references which are clearly explained  

 

 I can start to offer a brief analysis.  
 

Next steps: 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtuemk5dvVAhVJvBQKHQVTDLEQjRwIBw&url=http://nursingcrib.com/news-blog/whos-who-in-the-nursing-hierarchy/&psig=AFQjCNFvEk180PXBjKCZshlNHhc5Ca15ZQ&ust=1502974156067102
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE0s2no-PTAhXFXRoKHW58A3UQjRwIBw&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/7754783/&psig=AFQjCNHwUbm13KafLVpxEI_Uxlinx_AK3A&ust=1494435248622864
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Do it now task 

Recap questions: 

1. Who wrote the poem ‘If’ and when was it written? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who was the inspiration behind the poem and who was the poem written to? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. What qualities does the poem argue make a man? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 In pairs, can you define the words below using your own words? 
 

 

calm 
 
 
 
 

patient Confident pragmatic risk-taking 

trusting 
 
 
 
 

honest  thoughtful accepting 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhye7PwuDVAhWC7BQKHapUAasQjRwIBw&url=http://cliparting.com/free-man-clipart-21512/&psig=AFQjCNEJ6XKLN8SYYykSjrI66I6968Xdnw&ust=1503136670975866
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humble 
 
 
 
 

Loving determination resilient sociable 

 

New knowledge 

In the last learning episode, we read the poem ‘If’ written by Rudyard Kipling.  
Although the poem was inspired by his friend, he wrote it to his son to offer him 
advice.  In today’s learning episode, we are going to consider the advice he offers 
his son more closely. 

 

Pen to paper 

The words in the chart above are all qualities Kipling advises his son to develop in 
the poem ‘If’.  You are going to be given one of these qualities to explore. 

 Can you identify the line where you feel the quality you’ve been 
given is being encouraged to Kipling’s son? 
 

 Can you explain why you think the line you have chosen links to the 
quality you have been given? 
 

 Which word is key in conveying that message and why? 
 

 

Record your work in the chart on the next page. 03337593055 

The word I have 
been given is 
 
 

 Which lines do I think reflect this quality? 
 
 
 

.  
 
 
 

Why do I think the line I have chosen reflects the 
quality that I have been given and that Kipling 
wants to see in his son? 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

Which word (remember your word class!) is key in this line and 
why in helping Kipling to promote this quality? 
 
 
 

 

Pen to paper 
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We are now going to bring our learning together to develop a fuller and more 
complete understanding of the poem. 

 

 

1 If you can keep your head when all about you 
2 Are losing theirs and blaming it on you, 
3 If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 
4 But make allowance for their doubting too; 
5 If you can wait and not be tired of waiting, 
6 Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 
7 Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 
8 And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 
  

 
 
 

9 If you can dream – and not make dreams your master; 
10 If you can think – and not make thoughts your aim;  
11 If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
12 And treat those two imposters just the same; 
13 If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 
14 Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 
15 Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 
16 And stoop and build’em up with worn-out tools: 

  
 
 
 
 
 

17 If you can make on heap of all your winnings 
18 And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 
29 And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
20 And never breathe a word about your loss; 
21 If you can force your heart and never and sinew 

22 To serve your turn long after they are gone, 
23 And so hold on when there is nothing in you 
24 Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’ 

  
 
 
 
 

25 If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 
26 Or walk with Kings – nor lose the common touch, 
27 If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 
28 If all men count with you, but none too much; 
29 If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
30 With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run, 
31 Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 
32 And – which is more – you’ll be a Man, my son! 
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Reflection 

Imagine your friend is struggling and you want to write to him or her offering him / 

her some advice.  Using the poem as a basis for your writing, construct that letter of 

advice.  Star where your letter correlates to Kipling’s poem. 

 You will refer to three of the qualities that Kipling encourages in 
his son. 

 You will refer to three of the qualities that Kipling encourages in 
his son and use the same examples as Kipling does, 
occasionally quoting directly from the poem. 

 You will refer to at least three qualities that Kipling encourages in 
his and use key words from the poem throughout your letter. 

  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Learning episode 11 

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goal 
To analyse Kipling’s use of personification in the poem ‘If’ 

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning 
outcome 

I can identify basic language features and offer comments on a 
general effect. 

 

 Mastering 
Outcome 

I can identify language features, using emerging subject terminology, 
with a brief explanation as to how the language has been used to 
achieve effects and influence readers. 

 

 Extending 
outcome 

I can explain how language features are used to achieve effects and 
influence readers using subject terminology that shows a broad 
understanding. 

 

 

Next steps: 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE0s2no-PTAhXFXRoKHW58A3UQjRwIBw&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/7754783/&psig=AFQjCNHwUbm13KafLVpxEI_Uxlinx_AK3A&ust=1494435248622864
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Do it now task 

Recap questions 

1. What does the word ‘humility’ mean? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does the word ‘pragmatic’ mean? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does the word ‘resilient’ mean? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. Identify three other qualities Kipling would like to see in his son. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

New knowledge 

Personification is a literary technique in which an inanimate object is given human 
qualities.  For example, 
 

The stars danced playfully in the moonlit sky. 
 

Stars can’t dance but their movement in the sky might look like they are so the writer 
has personified the stars to describe their movement in the sky. 
 
 

Pen to paper 
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 Look at the following examples of personification.  For each 

one, can you identify what is being personified and how? 
 

 

 What is being 
personified? 

How is it being personified? 

The first rays of morning 
tiptoed through the 
meadow. 

 
 
 

 

The door protested as it 
opened slowly. 

 
 
 

 

The bees played hide and 
seek with the flowers as 
they buzzed from one to 
another. 

 
 
 

 

The wind howled its 
mighty objection. 

 
 
 

 

The ocean waves lashed 
out at the boat and the 
storm continued to brew. 

 
 
 

 

My computer throws a fit 
every time I try to use it. 

 
 
 

 

I tripped because the curb 
jumped out in front of me.  

 
 
 

 

 
 Look at the images below.  How could you use personification to 

describe the movements / actions of the objects below?  
 

 

 

 

 

Example of personification: Example of personification: Example of personification: 
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New knowledge 

In today’s lesson we are going to explore how Kipling has used personification in his 

poem. 

Pen to paper 

Can you find an example of personification in the poem ‘If’ by Rudyard Kipling? 

1. What is being personified in these lines? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. How are these inanimate objects being personified?  How do you know it is 

personification that Kipling is using? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Recapping knowledge 

When we are looking closely at language, and we are looking closely at Kipling’s 
use of personification here, we need to really carefully consider why Kipling or any 
other writer chooses the words or the techniques they use and think about what it is 
they are trying to convey.  Let’s look closely at the following lines: 
 

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
And treat those two imposters just the same; 

 
We already know that abstract feelings such as Triumph and Disaster are being 
personified here as they are being compared to two imposters.  However, we now 
need to consider why Kipling has personified them in this way – what is it he is trying 
to say? 
 

Pen to paper 
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We are now going to consider three questions.  Answer the first two questions in 
your pairs and then ideas pool the answer to the third. 
 

What are imposters? How could Triumph and Disaster be 
imposters? 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you think the description is being used?  What point do you think 

Kipling is trying to make about Triumph and Disaster? 

 Key task: Now look at what some people have said about 

Triumph and Disaster being personified as imposters.  For 
each interpretation, circle whether you agree, disagree or are 
uncertain and explain why. 

 

1. The use of the word ‘Imposters’ suggests that Triumphs and Disasters are 

relatively rare events but they will temporarily creep in to your life at some 

point. 
 

   
 
 
 
 

Idea pool 
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2. Triumph and Disaster are imposters because they are nothing more than 

distractions.  If you spend too much time focused on being triumphant or too 

much time fearing disaster you will miss everything else going on around you.  

The key to life is to accept every moment and not become too distracted by 

success of failure. 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 

3. High achievers often suffer because when they reach for the stars they find 

that Triumph doesn’t last long.  They immediately start reaching for something 

greater and then feel that they have failed (Disaster) when it’s not achieved.  

They are imposters because they are not real. 

 

   
 
 
 
 

 

4. If one gets carried away with Triumph, it may make him or her conceited and 

condescending.  If one gets carried away with Disaster, it may make him or 

her utterly frustrated.  The best approach is to remain equanimous. 

   
 
 
 
 

 

Reflection 

Why do you think Kipling has personified ‘Triumph’ and ‘Disaster’?  How do you 

think it is helping him to advise his son? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning episode 12 

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goal 

To analyse Kipling’s use of metaphor in the poem ‘If’ 
My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning 
outcome 

I can identify basic language features and offer comments on a 
general effect. 

 

 Mastering 
Outcome 

I can identify language features, using emerging subject terminology, 
with a brief explanation as to how the language has been used to 
achieve effects and influence readers. 

 

 Extending 
outcome 

I can explain how language features are used to achieve effects and 
influence readers using subject terminology that shows a broad 
understanding. 

 

 

Next steps: 
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Do it now task 

Recap questions: 
 

1. What is personification? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. What two abstract feelings are personified in the poem ‘If’? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. How are they personified? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why do you think they are personified in this way? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Challenge question:  What do the following sentences have in common? 
 

A heart of stone 
A blanket of snow 

They had to string things out until he arrived. 
It is raining cats and dogs 
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

New knowledge 

A metaphor is a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or 
action to which it is not literally applicable. 
 
Let’s watch the following video: 

 
 

Pen to paper 

Now looking back at the sentences from the Do it now task, could you explain how 

each sentence uses a metaphor? 

 

 

 

 What is the comparison being 
made in each example? 

What image does it 
conjure up? 

A heart of stone 
 

 
 
 
 

 

A blanket of snow 
 

 
 
 
 

 

They had to string things 
out until he arrived. 
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It is raining cats and dogs 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

New knowledge 

In this learning episode, you are going to explore how Kipling has used metaphors in 

the poem ‘If’. 

Pen to paper 

Look at the following images below.  Each image represents a metaphor within the 

poem.  Can you identify which line in the poem each image is referring to? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Line from the poem: 
 
 
 
 
 

Line from the poem: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Line from the poem: 
 

Line from the poem: 
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Line from the poem: 
 

Line from the poem: 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 

We are now going to focus in on these metaphors and consider why Kipling has 

used them.  To analyse the use of metaphor we need to 

 Consider the image conjured up through the use of metaphor; 

 Explain why this image is metaphorical; 

 Explore what advice Kipling is offering through the use of the metaphor 

 

Pen to paper 
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Line from the poem What image is conjured up 
through the use of 

metaphor? 

Why is this image 
metaphorical? 

What advice is Kipling 
offering through the use of 

the metaphor? 
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Reflection 

Which metaphor do you think is the most effective in helping Kipling to bestow 

advice to his son? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Learning episode 13  

 

I think I 
can 

Learning goals 
To construct an effective WHAT/HOW/WHY paragraph which analyses how the 

writer crafts language to present his opinions to his son  

My teacher 
thinks I can 

 Learning I can begin to make inferences about the poet and his experiences 
using some textual reference. 

 

 I can identify basic language features.  

 I can offer comments on a general effect.  

 Mastering I can make inferences and support these with relevant textual 
references and a brief explanation. 

 

 I can identify language features, using emerging subject terminology, 
with a brief explanation as to how the language had been used to 
achieve effects and influence readers. 

 

 Extending I can make inferences and deductions and support these with 
relevant textual references which are clearly explained.  I can begin 
to offer a brief analysis. 

 

 I can explain how language features, using subject terminology, are 
used to achieve effects and influence readers. 

 

 

Next steps: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

My response: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Do it now task 

Recap questions: 
 

1. What is a noun? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is a verb? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is an adjective? 
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is an adverb? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is personification? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is a metaphor? 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

7. What does WHAT/HOW/WHY stand for? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

New knowledge 

In this learning episode, you are going to be completing your second formative 
assessment.  You will have the opportunity to answer one of three questions: 

1. How has Kipling used nouns/verbs/adjectives/adverbs to help bestow advice 
to his son? 

2. How has Kipling used personification to help bestow advice to his son? 
3. How has Kipling used metaphor to help bestow advice to his son? 

 
To do this you are going to use a WHAT/HOW/WHYE paragraph of writing: 
technique, example, explanation, exploration and effect. 

 

Pen to paper 

Complete the chart on the next page to help you prepare your response to one of 

the questions above. 
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 Technique 
What language technique 
has been used to help 
Kipling bestow advice to 
his son? 

 
 

 

have been used to help Kipling bestow 
advice to his son. 

Example 
In which phrase or line or 
section of text is this 
language technique 
used? 

This is evident in the line… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Explanation 
Using our own words, 
what do we learn from 
the example? 

These lines tell me… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Exploration 
What can we infer from 
this example? 
Which word is key in 
supporting this 
inference? 

The use of the __________ … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Effect 
What is the intended effect of 
the language used? 
What would a reader think or 
feel in response?  Which 
word in particular would make 
the reader feel this way? 

A reader would feel…. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pen to paper 

Now use the chart above to help you construct your paragraph response to the 

question of your choosing in your assessment book. 
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Reflection 

How easy did you find it to construct this WHAT/HOW/WHY paragraphs? 

 
not confident                                                                                     totally confident 
 

The part of a WHAT/HOW/WHY 
paragraph I feel most confident about 

The part of a WHAT/HOW/WHY 
paragraph I feel least confident about 
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