
 

 

18th December 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

We received a document last night (Thursday) from the DfE entitled ‘A staggered 

rollout of Coronavirus testing for secondary schools and colleges’.   As usual with 

rushed through policies, it leaves many questions unanswered and in consequence 

schools are left guessing and speculating.  

 

We believe it is important that you know what is happening at the start of term in 

January.  Therefore, the following decisions have been made: 

 

1) Monday 4th January the College will be closed for all students (as per 

Government guidance).  This will give all staff time to:  

a)  be trained in how to self-administer the Lateral Flow Test (hopefully they 

will arrive before this date). 

b)  prepare online lessons for students in years 7 to 10. 

c)  work out the logistics of testing all students when they return (should this 

be a Government requirement and we have the appropriate number of 

lateral flow tests). 

 

2) Tuesday 5th January is when Year 11, 12 and 13 return to College. On-line 

teaching (Teams) for Years 7 to 10 commences.   As usual we will ensure there 

is information on our website about how to access live TEAMS lessons.  If 

students are still having difficulty accessing these lessons and for all other ICT 

concerns, please contact ictsupport@eggbuckland.com 

 

3) From Monday 11th January we will expect all students to return to 

Eggbuckland and enjoy lessons as normal. 

 

4) The main drive behind the latest Government directive is that staff and students 

in close and prolonged contact with a COVID-positive student will be tested at 

Eggbuckland for 7 consecutive school days. The lateral flow test involves a swab 

being taken from the throat and/or nose and will be administered by trained 

staff at Eggbuckland.   If you are a parent of a child in years 7 to 11, we require 

your permission to do this.  From January, if there is a positive case of COVID, 

we will identify students in close and prolonged contact and ask parents to 

complete an online consent form.  Students can then continue to come to 

College rather than self-isolate at home (as long as the test result is negative). 
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A quick reminder that if your child becomes symptomatic over the Christmas holiday 

please ensure they are tested.  If the test comes back positive and your child developed 

COVID-symptoms before 12pm on Sunday 20th December, please go to the College 

website and access the link called ‘Christmas track and trace’ and complete the form. 

 

If you are a parent with children in Years 7 to 10, and also either a ‘critical’ key worker 

or a parent of a SEND student with an EHCP plan, we have made provision for a small 

group from each year group to receive lessons in College from 8:40am to 3:05pm from 

Tuesday 5th January.  You will have to apply for this provision by 12 noon on Monday 

4th January.  Please go to the College website and access the link called ‘Exceptional 

Student January Attendance’.  We will confirm your place and details later that day. 

 
A copy of this letter, how to access Teams and the ‘Exceptional Student Application 

Form’ and the Consent form can all be accessed through the link on our website ‘Key 

Information- January 2021’. 

 

We are told that more details from the Government will be forwarded to schools over 

the Christmas holidays.  We will ensure you are kept up to date. 

 

Warm wishes to you all 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Matthew Corrigan     

CEO/Principal     


