
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing to inform 

Name: 
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Learning episode 1 

Learning goals 
To be able to demonstrate an understanding of form 

I think 
I can 

To be on our way to extending, in this learning episode 
we need to be able to say yes to the following 

What am I learning 
today? 

AO5.2 Can I identify the 
features of a particular 

form? 
 

 Can I identify the form, audience and purpose of a piece of 
writing? 

 Can I recognise some of the key features of article writing? 

 Can I construct reasons why school trips are beneficial for 
pupils? 

 

Do it now: can I identify the form, audience and purpose of a piece of 
writing? 

When we write, we write with three things in mind:  

• The form (the type of writing) 

• The audience (the people we are writing to or for) 

• The purpose (the reason for writing) 
 

Look at the following writing tasks.  For each one, can you identify the Form, 

Audience and Purpose. 

 Form Audience Purpose 

Write a newspaper article aimed at 
the local community to inform them 
about the proposal for a new leisure 
centre. 

   

Write a speech to your peers 
persuading them that mobile 
phones should be banned in 
school. 

   

Write a diary entry describing a 
recent trip you took abroad. 

   

Write a guidebook for new parents 
explaining what it is like to be a new 
parent. 

   

Write a blog post for teenagers 
reviewing a concert you recently 
went to. 

   

Write a letter to your headteacher 
arguing for healthier food in the 
canteen. 

   

Write an information leaflet for a 
doctor’s surgery informing patients 
about the benefits of giving up 
smoking. 

   

 

 

 

Learning 
(1-2 answers correct) 

Mastering 
(3-4 answers correct) 

Extending 
(5-6 answers correct) 



 

New knowledge: can I recognise some of the key features of article writing? 

Over the next few writing lessons we are going to focus in on the form of article 

writing.  An article is a piece of writing which can be found with others in a 

newspaper, magazine or other publication.  Often news articles discuss current or 

recent news of either general interest or of a specific topic. 

 

Read the following article taken from The Guardian newspaper.  As we read, how 

can you identify that this is as a newspaper article? 

A rosy future: Nestlé launches 

pink KitKats with ruby 

chocolate  

Swiss experts spent decade developing naturally coloured cocoa on 

sale in UK this week 

Rebecca Smithers Consumer affairs correspondent 

Tue 10 Apr 2018 16.58 BST Last modified on Tue 10 Apr 2018 

17.26 BST  

The chocolate coating is an Instagrammable lurid lipstick pink with 

the promise of a unique “intense fruity taste”. 

UK consumers will next week be the first in Europe able to buy 

Nestlé’s four-finger KitKat, made with so-called ruby chocolate 

from specially selected cocoa beans. 

KitKat is the first major brand in the UK to feature this innovative 

but “naturally coloured” new chocolate, made from ruby cocoa 

beans grown in the Ivory Coast, Ecuador and Brazil.  

It was created by Swiss chocolatier Barry Callebaut - the world’s 

largest cocoa processor - which spent more than a decade unlocking 

and experimenting with the beans’ colours and flavours.  

The flavour is described by the company as “a tension between 

berry-fruitiness and luscious smoothness” but no extra colours or 

flavours are added to create the pinky hue, which instead comes 

from a powder extracted during the processing. It is not as sweet as 

milk chocolate, according to its creators, with a lighter flavour 

instead. 

Ruby chocolate – a fourth chocolate after traditional dark, milk and 

white – has been attracting huge interest from chocolate 

connoisseurs throughout the world since it was first revealed in 

September last year. It is claimed to be the first new natural colour 

for chocolate since Nestlé unveiled white chocolate more than 80 

years ago. 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/rebeccasmithers
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/chocolate
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2017/sep/06/ruby-chocolate-barry-callebaut-instagram-foodies


The new KitKat was introduced earlier this year in Japan and 

Korea, where consumers are no strangers to unusual variations of 

the popular confectionery. In Japan the varieties on sale at any 

given time stretch to dozens, including purple sweet potato, 

edamame bean and wasabi. In the UK it will go on sale in branches 

of Tesco on 16 April.  

“We know that a new type of KitKat is a really big deal and we are 

very excited to be able to offer a different type of chocolate for fans 

to try” said Alex Gonnella, marketing director for Nestlé’s UK 

confectionery business. “Ruby chocolate is a big innovation in 

confectionery and we are very proud that KitKat is the first major 

brand in the UK to feature this exciting new chocolate.” 

Pablo Perversi, chief innovation, quality and sustainability officer at 

Barry Callebaut, said: “I am very pleased to see the result of our 

partnership with Nestlé – the iconic four-finger KitKat made with 

our ruby chocolate. Consumers across the world will be intrigued by 

the unique taste of this crispy delight.” 

Following the UK launch, the product will go on sale across Europe 

and the US.  

 

Pen to paper: can I construct a wide range of reasons as to why school trips 
are beneficial for pupils? 

Over the next couple of learning episodes, your task will be to write a newspaper 

article in which you inform parents about the benefits for pupils of participating in 

school trips. 

Looking at the task above, can you identify the form, audience and purpose? 

Form  
 

Audience  
 

Purpose  
 

 

Before we begin the writing process, however, we need to focus our attention on the 

meat of our article – we need to be clear on the reasons why school trips are 

beneficial to pupils.  In pairs, how many different reasons can you come up with? 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/jul/28/have-a-break-have-a-wasabi-flavoured-kitkat
https://www.theguardian.com/business/nestle


 

Reasons why school trips are beneficial to pupils 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiJg7uvrbDaAhUGBMAKHW18CAYQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.colourbox.com/vector/reporter-notepad-vector-12734200&psig=AOvVaw1zkIoiDPtr99BPVpqJOS73&ust=1523471873214411


Reflection: can I select the most effective points in informing parents about 
the benefits of school trips?  

Consider the reasons you have identified.  Which reasons do you think are the 

strongest reasons for pupils participating in school trips and which reasons do you 

think are the weakest reasons?  Rank your reasons from strongest to weakest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning episode 2 

Learning goals 
To be able to use a wider range of language techniques that are appropriate to form, purpose 

and audience. 

I think 
I can 

To be extending, we need to be able to What am I learning 
today? 

AO5.1 Can I show an 
understanding of a 
range of language 

techniques? 
 

 Can I define a range of language terms that I could draw 
upon my writing? 

 Can I identify a range of language techniques within an 
article and explain how they are used to help convey 
information? 

 Can I utilise a range of language techniques to help 
strengthen my factual writing? 

 

Do it now: Can I identify a range of linguistic techniques that I could draw 
upon in my own writing? 

Mix and match the following terms with their correct definitions. 

1. 5Ws and 1H  a. A verb that expresses necessity or 
possibility. 

2. Facts  b. Seeking the views of a professional. 

3. Statistics  c. Numbers / graphs to provide convincing 
information 

4. Opinions  d. A word that describes the noun. 

5. Proper nouns  e. Lists that leave out conjunctions between 
elements. 

6. Adjectives  f. The mood of a piece. 

7. Superlatives  g. The form of an adjective indicating the 
greatest degree of quality. 

8. Quote a reliable source  h. Words that are very explicit in their 
definition. 

9. Hyperbole  i. The names of particular people, places or 
objects. 

10. Semantic field  j. A set of words grouped by meaning. 

11. Tone  k. A word to indicate when, where or how 
something is done. 

12. Adverbials of 
time/place/manner/direction 

 l. A view or judgement about something 
that is particular to a person. 

13. Modal verbs  m. Who?  What?  Where?  When?  Why? 
How? 

14. Denotative lexis  n. Something that can be proved to be true. 

15. Rhetorical questions  o. Over-exaggeration. 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

               

 

 



Learning 
1-5 terms correctly 

identified 

Mastering 
6-11 terms correctly 

identified 

Extending 
11-15 terms correctly 

identified 
 

New knowledge: how do writers use linguistic techniques to help convey 
information? 

This term we are looking at how to write how to write an article.  Below is a 

newspaper article taken from 

As we read this article, can you identify which techniques from above have been 

used in this article to help convey information. 

How slime-crazed kids 

made gunk a booming 

business  

A few years ago it was a niche internet fad – now homemade 

slime is so popular it has created countless YouTube stars and 

revived the fortunes of ailing glue factories. Why has the world 

gone mad for gunge? 

It is when I have managed to superglue my sock to the floor, and 

am navigating a laptop keyboard with my elbow to avoid 

sticking to it, that I realise I will never make it as a professional 

slimer. 

If you don’t know what a slimer is, you probably don’t have 

children or young people in your life. But it’s not just kids that 

are into slime. It’s adults looking for a stress relief or a 

distraction. Or anybody looking to make money. In some cases, 

big money. Slime. Not some new-fangled slime – proper old-

school slime. Goo, gunge, gunk. A mixture of glue, water, sugar 

and some form of activating agent and dye, although the exact 

ingredients are a matter of debate, preference and tightly kept 

secrets. Slime is the jazzier, more fun, Instagram-friendly cousin 

of Play-Doh or putty, and has exploded as an interest: shops sell 

out of ingredients; YouTube tutorials are watched by millions; 

books are published; venues are booked for “slime parties”; 

carpets (I am told this a lot) are wrecked. 

I wasn’t convinced at first that slime was a real trend, a 

grassroots interest, as opposed to one manufactured by Big Toy 

(I imagine a toy-world head honcho stroking a stuffed cat). Then 

I get the emails from parents. Michael: “I have a daughter who 

loves slime, enjoys making slime, gets slime all over the place 

and pesters the life out of us about slime.” Emma: “I have a 

nine-year-old son. He is drawn to the pots in every toy shop.” 

Lizanne: “My nine-year-old loves slime. In sticky piles left on 

the kitchen table. In litre-tubs home-made by her cousin, replete 

with glitter.” 

Then there are the messages such as this from Paul: “Rosa 

absolutely loves slime – both making it using instructions from 

YouTube and buying it from shops. We HATE the stuff!” From 

Which techniques have been used 
within this article?  Which 
techniques have not been used in 
this article? 

 
 Example from news 

article 

5Ws and 1H 
(opening 
paragraph) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facts  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statistics  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opinion  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Polly: “My daughter completely RUINED the carpet in her 

bedroom (I mean, it is ruined, really).” I hear the word slime 

so much the sound starts to slip and slide in my head. 

When I was at school, there was a craze for slimy aliens, which 

came in small eggs and usually ended up on classroom ceilings 

(and, now, on 90s nostalgia websites). One Twitter user points 

out that buckets of gunk dropped on contestants’ heads were a 

mainstay of 80s television shows. The wildly popular 

Gooosebumps books had a slime-based titular font. So it has 

clearly long been appealing. But that is a far cry from 13-year-

old slime entrepreneurs such as Theresa Nguyen, who earns 

$3,000 (£2,115) a month from adverts on her YouTube videos or 

through sales of her creations. 

On Google Trends, a tool that collates search information 

history, I try to work out when this trend began. Before 2015 

there’s nothing. Summer 2016, slime-based queries begin to rise. 

Then, at the beginning of 2017, boom: slime explosion, 

stickiness dripping down the walls. If you search “slime” on 

YouTube today, you will get 29m results. On Instagram, there 

are 20m posts with slime-related hashtags. Slime now accounts 

for a quarter of Argos’s Arts & Crafts range, whereas it didn’t 

even have slime products on the market this time last year. 

Meanwhile, thanks to the slime boom, a struggling glue factory 

in France has seen a reversal in its fortunes, while other retailers 

are having difficulty replenishing stocks of glue. 

For 18-year-old Canadian YouTube star ItsJustNick, this adds 

up to 1.2 million subscribers to his channel and 6.7m views for a 

single slime-themed video. I ask Nick by phone how and why he 

first began making slime videos. As an astute YouTuber, he tells 

me he followed the trend when he saw lower-profile videos. But 

Nick says that I need to understand there is more to slime than 

meets the  eye. 

 “My first DIY slime video, I was being fun with it. I started 

getting followers because of that. I did my research on slime. I 

figured out that there’s so much behind slime, different types of 

slime, slime shops, terms for slime. You get really into it. With 

slime there are smaller trends within the big trend of slime. If I 

did the water-based video now [Nick’s biggest slime video to 

date], it wouldn’t get as many views as two months ago.” 

So there are subsets of slime? Right, he says. There is fluffy 

slime, with a cloud-like texture. Rainbow-coloured slime. Glitter 

and sequin slime. The slime is endless. And unlike other, more 

passive trends that have boomed online, slime translates into 

real-life activity. It is back-to-basics arts and crafts. Parents 

seem to be pleased that their children are doing something 

creative and wholesome. But don’t get things twisted: the kids 

take it seriously. 

Rachel Clarke and her kids email me from Orlando, Florida, 

where they are visiting Disney World. Clarke is a prominent 

doctor who has written a book, Your Life in My Hands, about 

working in the NHS, so it perhaps shouldn’t be surprising that 

her children, Finn, 11, and Abbey, 7, are budding scientists. But 

I am still wowed by what they tell me. 

Proper 
nouns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjectives  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Superlatives  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote a 
reliable 
source 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hyperbole  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Semantic 
field 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tone  
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/business-43344467/how-slime-turned-around-the-fate-of-a-glue-factory
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https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/aug/03/rachel-clarke-your-life-in-my-hands-interview
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/aug/03/rachel-clarke-your-life-in-my-hands-interview


Clarke says that she appreciates the scientific learning that’s 

possible through slime, and for Finn the appeal is definitely “the 

satisfaction of feeling your own creation and knowing that you 

made it. I also love playing with it, it’s incredibly addictive. You 

can spend hours just fiddling with it.” For kids, it seems slime is 

a squishier fidget-spinner. 

When I ask for tips on making my own slime, Finn comes into 

his own. “The most important thing about slime is to always – 

always – use an activator. This is something that pulls the slime 

together, like contact lens solution or bicarbonate of soda. Then, 

if you like fluffy slime, use shaving cream. If you like gooey 

slime, use PVA glue and laundry detergent. This works 

amazingly, but only for a short while. Then it turns hard.” 

His sister has another tip: “Only add little bits of the ingredients 

at a time, even if you think you don’t have enough, otherwise 

you might add too much.” 

Clarke tells me: “The children are now fighting – and Abbey is 

actually weeping – in their desire to tell you all their slime 

thoughts.” 

Finn’s favourite slime colours are blue and orange. But Abbey is 

a slime realist: “The best colour for slime is green because then 

it looks like actual real slime.” 

Other kids (and parents) say that slime is fun because it is a 

collaborative activity, with kids meeting up and swapping tips. 

And it is also lucrative. There has been a boom in slimers selling 

their own creations in school and online. Polly Birkbeck’s 

daughter, Stella, used to take her creations into school to sell 

(Birkbeck sends me a picture of her daughter in a huge, 

homemade slime bubble, a sort of slime 

sleeping bag).  Michelle’s daughter, Kiki, runs Koala Slime, a 

slime shop on Etsy, mixing, scenting and packaging the product 

herself (variations include “watermelon candy”). Her mother 

estimates that Kiki has made £1,500 since she set up shop in 

October. 

Karina Garcia, who is 24 and from California has 7 million 

subscribers on YouTube, sells her own slime kits and has 

published three books with Simon & Schuster. I try to speak to 

her, but she is busy uploading cryptic posts on Instagram, which 

I eventually work out spell “TOUR DATES WEDNESDAY”. (I 

got in touch with YouTuber Nick via his agent, which tells you 

something about how big business YouTube slime channels now 

are.) 

But it’s not all about the money. Nick mentions the ASMR 

qualities of slime. ASMR – autonomous sensory meridian 

response, a booming YouTube industry in itself – is the practice 

of creating relaxing soundscapes with everyday objects, or 

recreating the sounds of processes, such as a haircut, or a Biro 

on paper, that some find soothing. I am a fan and have used 

these videos to get to sleep. Nick says that ASMR slime is one 

of those slime subsets he talked about. “People turn the volume 

right up, and listen to the sounds of slime.” 

Adverbials 
of time / 
manner / 
place / 
direction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modal verbs  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Denotative 
lexis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhetorical 
questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/head-quarters/2016/jan/08/asmr-and-head-orgasms-whats-the-science-behind-it


In practice, too, slime can be healing. Nelly Curtis is an art 

therapist working in London. She uses slime in her sessions. 

“Slime has very sensory, stimulating qualities, which can help 

regulate emotions. But for some clients, perhaps those who are 

on the autistic spectrum, slime would be difficult to cope with, 

but they find that playing with dough is calming. Also, dealing 

with mess is often the aim of therapy, so feelings can be evoked 

through the making and playing with the mess.” 

This goes for adults, too. Ilayda Arden, 29, is a writer and actor 

who is into slime. In particular, “purple, glittery and glorious” 

slime. What Arden says mirrors Curtis’s point. “The calming bit 

comes from using the biggest glob of slime to pick up the 

smaller pieces and bringing it all back together into one and kind 

of making myself clean again.” It’s similar to how she likes 

cooking. Or, pimple-popping videos that – stay with me – are a 

sort of proxy stress reliever with their own 

YouTube community. 

But just when I’m thinking slime is a Force for Good, I discover 

a possible dark side: slime as a sort of evil, destructive 

ectoplasm. Or as one Mumsnet user puts it, more prosaically: 

“Slime is awful for the environment. You’re creating a polymer 

that will stay on the planet for ever.” There’s also the fact that 

borax, a compound used as an activating agent, is banned in the 

UK for its toxicity, so isn’t found on the high street. UK slimers 

tend to use baking soda instead and, of course, an “organic 

slimer” movement has popped up. My friend, Joe, who is a 

teacher, also mentions a “slime-related cyber-bullying incident, 

the most 2018 thing ever”. But it seems to me the most 

menacing thing about slime is how it wreaks havoc on washing 

machines, jumpers and Subbuteo mats, as one exasperated 

parent tells me. 

I decide that I must try slime for myself. I could tell you I 

decided to make it from scratch specifically because I had Finn’s 

words ringing in my ears (“I would never use shop-bought 

slime, making it is the whole point”), but mostly it is because 

Argos has run out of the ready-made. But this is fine. I got an A 

in chemistry at school. (I shush the internal voice that reminds 

me that this was because of my theory essays rather than my 

practical scores.) 

The good news is my flat doesn’t have carpets. The bad news is 

that I lose multiple decorative googly eyes between the 

floorboards. Glitter, meanwhile, is at least 40% of the reason I 

don’t have children, so when I start to add it to the mix, rather 

than helping me to relax, it makes me panic. After mixing it 

together, I have what looks like either a sparkling umbilical cord 

staring at me (the googly eyes) or a bruised piece of chewing 

gum. I somehow don’t think I would be able to make any money 

selling it. It doesn’t smell of chemicals though, as some parents 

said – just the whiff of failure. 

By definition, trends come and go. Surely slime is on its way 

out? Birkbeck says her daughter has moved on to makeup. 

Emilie tells me that her child played with slime “every day for a 

single year, then suddenly stopped”. But YouTuber Nick isn’t so 

sure. He is now doing slime dare videos (astute as ever, he 

refuses to eat it), and thinks that slime will be around for a while 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/apr/30/cyst-popping-explosion-pimple-popping-extraction-behind-community
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/apr/30/cyst-popping-explosion-pimple-popping-extraction-behind-community


yet. “Stores are getting into it, like Walmart and Target. In the 

UK, WHSmith.” 

Isn’t he getting bored with the slime? He pauses. “I enjoy the 

videos. As long as people are happy. But I always have the 

thought in the back of my head: what’s the next thing?” 
 

 

Pen to paper: can I incorporate a range of linguistic techniques to 
strengthen my informative writing? 

Using our new knowledge or our recapped knowledge of a range of linguistic 

devices, can we now strengthen some of the points we established last lesson to 

inform parents of the benefits of school trips.  For each statement below, and a few 

of your own identified points, can you use a linguistic technique to present the 

argument in a strengthened and more convincing way? 

 Can I write a sentence or two to present this 
argument that incorporates a linguistic 
technique? 
(Linguistic techniques: 5Ws and 1H, facts, 
statistics, opinions, proper nouns, adjectives, 
superlatives, quote a reliable source, hyperbole, 
semantic field, tone, adverbials, modal verbs, 
denotative lexis, rhetorical questions)  

School trips offer learning experiences 
that go beyond the classroom and 
improve knowledge and skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School trips enrich pupils’ cultural 
experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School trips enable pupils to visit 
countries and places they might not 
otherwise have the opportunity to visit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

School trips enhance pupils’ 
interpersonal skills and give pupils the 
opportunity to meet new people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



School trips help improve the 
confidence and the self-esteem of pupils 
when they are away from familiar 
environments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

School trips and fun and enjoyable and 
bring learning to life in a creative and 
more engaging way sometimes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

My own point: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

My own point: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflection: 

Reflect upon the techniques that you have been introduced to today.  Place these 

techniques on the confidence line below to identify which techniques you feel more 

confident about using and which techniques you would still like to develop your 

understanding and use of. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linguistic techniques: 5Ws and 1H, facts, statistics, opinions, proper nouns, 

adjectives, superlatives, quote a reliable source, hyperbole, semantic field, tone, 

adverbials, modal verbs, denotative lexis, asyndetic listing, rhetorical questions 

 

Confident  Less confident  



Learning episode 3 

Learning goals 
To be able to construct an effective informative paragraph of writing 

I think 
I can 

To be extending, we need to be able to What am I learning today? 
AO6.2 Can I use a range of 

punctuation effectively? 
AO5.2 Can I express and order 

information and ideas? 
AO5.1 Can I use a wider range of 

language techniques? 
 

 

 Can I use basic punctuation accurately to 
demarcate my sentences? 

 Can I explain the different methods factual writing 
use to hook readers in and keep them engaged? 

 Can I explain how we plan for informative writing?  
Can I construct an informative paragraph of 
writing? 

 

Do it now: 

One of the key components of excellent writing is our ability to use a variety of 

punctuation.  To begin with, the key is ensuring sentences are demarcated 

accurately.  Look at the following extract taken from a newspaper article.  This 

passage is missing basic punctuation to accurately demarcate sentences.  This 

basic punctuation includes full stops, exclamation marks and question marks.  Can 

you read through this extract, inserting punctuation to ensure the sentences are 

demarcated accurately? 

 

School trips: beneficial or too much like hard work 

“Wahoo “ scream the pupils as they set off on yet another adventure this term pupils  

are visiting the Tate Modern to support their studies in art with paintings by artists  

such as Monet, Picasso and Munch the opportunity to see such paintings close up  

provides pupils with much needed stimulation for the creation of their own art  

products who are they most excited to see “Picasso ” exclaims one pupil I admire  

his creativity and use of colour and this is something I want to get across in my  

paintings 

Learning 
7-9 sentences accurately 

demarcated  

Mastering 
4-6 sentences accurately 

demarcated 

Extending 
1-3  sentences accurately 

demarcated.  

 



New knowledge: what is writing to inform? 

In the last learning episode, we were exploring the arguments for and against the 

notion that ‘Parents are always right.’  Towards the end of the learning episode, you 

identified which perspective you agree and why.  In today’s learning episode, we are 

going to explore how we construct argumentative paragraphs of writing. 

 

When we are writing to argue, we are looking to write a balanced and rational 

argument which is less passionate or emotional than if you were writing to persuade.  

When we write to argue, we acknowledge both sides of a debate before presenting 

our own viewpoint. 

Pen to paper 

Look at the text below.  This a magazine article about the writer’s most prized 

possession.  In pairs, we are going to track this text. 

Person A: whilst we are reading the text consider the questions that have been 

posed about this text?  Write your responses in the spaces below. 

Person B: think about the linguistic techniques we explored in the last learning 

episode.  Which linguistic techniques has the writer drawn on here? 

‘It’s not the possession that matter, it’s 

the memories associated with them.’ 

 

When someone says to you, as a 

teenager, to name your most prized 

possession, I doubt you’d give the same 

answer as me.  I imagine you might 

suggest your phone, a laptop or a new 

makeup palette with every single shade 

you ever need because ‘You’re worth it!’ 

 

I suppose our parents would hope for 

acknowledgement of a wonderfully 

thoughtful gift from Christmas half our 

lives ago or the teachers pray that we 

obsess over our grades to distraction… 

 

I suppose I will surprise you all.  

Thimbles.  For any of you unsure of that 

word, and not to be confused with the 

Cbeebies characters you might have 

seen an embarrassingly short time ago.  

The 2010 Google definition is ‘a metal 

contraption moulded to sit over the 

thumb and aid with knitting.’  Now I don’t 

know about you, but I have never, and 

How does this hook the reader into the 

article? 

 

How does the writer maintain the reader’s 

interest? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What information does the writer provide 

for readers here? 

 

 

 

 



will never try knitting, especially with a 

thimble on my thumb, but there is a very 

special reason why they’re important to 

me. 

 

Picture this.  A young child with blond 

ringlets and an old devoted lady 

creeping out of the living room and 

placing a grey, rusted thimble with the 

upmost care into plain sight where the 

child would still struggle to locate it.  

Now imagine the joy on the little girl’s 

face, when she discovers the prize over 

and over again, game after game after 

game. 

 

Now imagine being left that very thimble 

on the day the grandma finally breathes 

her last. 

 

You may be interested to know a few 

facts and figures about thimbles: 

1. They were first created in the 

middle ages 

2. The most expensive one was sold 

for £4 million at auction in 2005 

3. The largest thimble collection 

contains 45,000 thimbles. 

 

Thimbles have been used for decade 

after decade, protecting the hands of 

women who have sewn clothes for our 

parents, and their parents, and their 

parents before them.  Having reflected 

on these items, they seem more 

significant than I once thought.  (I won’t 

start a history lecture now, though!) 

 

But is this the reason why the thimble 

my grandma left me is the most prized 

possession I have?  We all know the 

answer to that, don’t we?  The pure joy 

associated by that piece of moulded 

metal was unparalleled for the little girl.  

Can we say the same about our 

 

 

 

 

How does the writer engage the reader 

here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is this section in-keeping with 

informative writing? 

 

 

 

 

 

What point does the writer make here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What point does the writer make here? 

 

 

 

 



phones?  Or laptops?  Or makeup 

palettes? 

 

So I have a challenge for you.  Stop 

texting.  Stop snap chatting.  Stop 

researching the latest gadget that comes 

out on the Apple store in the absurd 

hours of the morning next month.  

Consider this.  What is your most prized 

possession?  Which item represents a 

multitude of childhood memories or 

captures an experience as vividly as a 

photograph? 

 

Whilst my grandmother never saw me 

receive the thimble, I can picture her 

face if she had have done.  She didn’t 

care about the endless hours she’d 

spent repairing my mum’s careless 

stockings or unloved vests when she 

was young, but she did care that the 

game that the little thimble inspired but a 

genuine smile on her granddaughter’s 

face. 

 

I wouldn’t want the legacy I leave behind 

for my granddaughter to be a mobile 

phone, would you? 

 

 

 

How does the writer direct the reader here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What point is the writer making as the 

article draws to a close? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What thought does the writer leave the 

reader with? 

 

New knowledge: 

We are now going to plan the content for our own article on the benefits of school 

trips for parents.  To do this we are going to use a structure called SADO-C.  SADO-

C stands for 

S Spider leg What is your main idea?  Main point?  Main argument? 

A Add detail How can you develop this point?  Aim to develop this point in 
three ways. 

D Device What devices can you use to strengthen your informative 
writing? 

O Order What order is your point going to go in? 

C Connective 
/ adverbial 

What connective or adverbial are you going to start your 
paragraph with? 

 

Let’s use this structure to help plan our article on the benefits of school trips. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits of school trips 
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Now using your plan above, construct 2-4 paragraphs that inform parents about the 

benefits of school trips.  Remember a clear topic sentence (your spider leg) and 

your use of devices to strengthen the information you are providing. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection: 

Let’s peer assess our work.  Read your partner’s work and shade in the criteria that 

you think they have met. 

Extending Mastering Learning 

Have you constructed 4 
informative paragraphs of 
writing considering a 
wider range of benefits of 
going on a school trip? 

Have you constructed 2-3 
informative paragraphs of 
writing on a range of 
benefits of going on a 
school trips? 

Have you managed to 
construct an informative 
paragraph of writing that 
identifies a benefit of 
going on a school trip? 

Have you established a 
range of clear points and 
developed these through 
the use of additional 
details. 

Have you developed your 
point through the use of 
additional details? 

Is your point clearly 
established through a 
topic sentence? 

Have you used a number 
of connectives or 
adverbials to link your 
ideas? 

Have you used a 
connective to link your 
ideas? 

Have you expressed an 
idea? 

Have you used a wider 
range (5-6) of linguistic 
techniques for effect? 

Have you used a range (3-
4) of linguistic techniques to 
suit the purpose of writing? 

Have you started to use 
a range of linguistic 
techniques (1-2) that are 
appropriate to the 
purpose of writing? 
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Learning episode 4 

Learning goals 
To be able to use a wider range of structural and grammatical features to suit form, audience 

and purpose 

I think 
I can 

To be extending, we need to be able to What am I learning 
today? 

AO5.2 Can I use a 
varied range of 

structural features 
across my writing to 

present my arguments 
in a convincing way? 

 Can I use speech punctuation accurately? 

 Can I define a range of new structural terms? 

 Can I identify these structural techniques within a variety of 
articles and comment upon their effect? 

 Can I build in a range of structural techniques within my own 
writing? 

 

Do it now: 

One key features of newspaper or magazine article writing is where writers quote a 

reliable source or extract parts from an interview to include in their article.  This 

would be a really good technique to employ but in order to do this, you need to 

ensure you are using speech punctuation accurately.  Look at the following 

sentences, all taken from newspaper and magazine articles.  Insert the speech 

punctuation accurately. 

Rules for speech punctuation: 

▪ The words that are actually spoken should be in inverted commas. 

▪ Every time a new speaker says something, you should start a new paragraph. 

▪ There should be a comma, full stop, question mark or an exclamation mark at 

the end of a piece of speech.  This is placed inside the closing inverted 

comma or commas. 

▪ If what precedes the speech is an independent clause, then you use a colon.  

If what precedes the speech is not an independent clause, then use a comma. 

 

1. Sarah from The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom summarised their 

thoughts on school trips School trips and educational visits should be views as 

powerful, positive teaching tools that enhance the social, personal and 

emotional development of all learners. 

2. Hands-on learning activities outside the classroom often lead to better 

achievement, standards, motivation, personal development and behaviour 

says Ofsted chief, Amanda Spielman. 

3. Jack, Year 6, claims Going on this school trip has improved my self-

confidence and self-esteem. 
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4. We often see increased aspirations and motivation says Timothy as well as an 

increased ability to empathise and understand new perspectives. 

5. Pupils who were nervous about entering the building at the start o the day, 

went away so engaged and thoroughly enjoyed the activities stated Sophie, 

Head of Schools Education. 

Challenge: construct a minimum of three sentences of your own that draw upon 

quotes from reliable sources and the correct use of speech punctuation. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Extending Mastering Learning 

I have correctly identified 
where speech punctuation 
should go in 4-5 
sentences. 
 
I have also constructed 
sentences containing 
speech punctuation 
accurately. 

I have correctly identified 
where speech punctuation 
should go in 4-5 
sentences. 

I have correctly identified 
where speech punctuation 
should go in 1-3 
sentences. 

 

New knowledge: what are the range of structural techniques that I can draw 
upon in my own writing? 

In the last learning episode, we explored how to construct a basic paragraph of 

informative writing by ensuring a clear topic sentence; layering this sentence up with 

details; building in techniques to give information weight and using connectives or 

adverbials to link those ideas together.    

However, if we want to be really convincing we need to take this up a level by 

drawing upon a number of structural / grammatical features and features of form as 

well. 

The techniques that we could build into our writing are 



23 
 

• Headings and sub-headings 

• Bullet points 

• Connectives and adverbials to link paragraphs 

• Short sentences 

• Dashes as an aside 

• Colon to introduce a list 

• A list 

• Tricolon 

• Epizeuxis when quoting a reliable source



24 
 

Look through the following sentences taken newspaper or magazine articles on the next page.  Can you identify the 

structural techniques that have been used? 

Challenge: what effect do you think has been created through their use? 
 

 
 

Technique that 
has been used. 

What effect is created through this structural 
technique? 

Daniel Craig says James Bond will 
be his next project 
He refused to confirm Danny Boyle will direct the 25th 
entry in the long-running spy series. 

  

It’s a conclusion one can’t appreciate from the news — 
because journalism covers the disasters, crises, dangers and 
injustices that remain. 

  
 
 
 

I have wanted people to understand how much 
political will there is behind the Euro, how 
all-embracing its policy impact is, and how 
there are still large unresolved gaps in the 
architecture that cause problems. 

  

The same is true with poverty. Ronald Reagan famously 
wisecracked, “Some years ago, the federal government 
declared war on poverty, and poverty won.” Few liberals 
would disagree. But Reagan was mistaken. If you factor in 
government social spending, such as the earned-income tax 
credit, rates of poverty have declined significantly. But here 
again liberals hand their opponents a weapon: the conclusion 
that all social programs are ineffective. 

  

Pen to paper: can I recognise a number of structural techniques and consider their effect in presenting a 
convincing argument? 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=36035
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=36035
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Several studies have lead to the following about 
homeschooling and higher education: 
▪ Estimates indicate that 50% of homeschooled children 

attend college, the same percentage as children educated 
in public schools. 

▪ They conclude that homeschoolers and traditionally 
educated students demonstrate similar academic 
preparedness for college and academic achievement. 

  

That evening the president surrounded himself with the top 
American military officials and launched unbidden into a tirade 
against the top American law enforcement officials — officials 
of his own government — accusing them of “an attack on our 
country.” 

  

Now the signature — the crown jewel of penmanship — is 
headed for the same ash heap. 

  
 
 
 

Isn’t it extraordinary that the Prime Minister of our 
country can’t even urge his party to support his own 
position?! Yeah.  Weak!  Weak!  Weak! 

  
 
 
 

The Enlightenment, moreover, worked: We live longer, 
healthier, safer, wealthier, freer, more peaceful and more 
stimulating lives than those who came before us. 

  
 
 
 

Despite recent rains, the WRI said water was now 
at the lowest level in a decade. 
Last month, the Gurajat state government halted 
irrigation and appealed to farmers not to sow crops. 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/09/us/politics/trump-fbi-raid-michael-cohen.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
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Pen to paper: can I incorporate a range of structural techniques into my 
writing to suit the audience, purpose and form? 

Now look back at the paragraphs you constructed in the last learning episode.  You 

are now going to strengthen these and make them even better by incorporating a 

range of structural techniques.  Using the list of techniques below, can you construct 

an example of each that would fit perfectly into your article. 

Challenge: consider the impact of your crafted sentence.  What impact do you hope 

it has on your reader? 

 My crafted example What effect do I want 
this to have on my 
listener? 

Heading 
and sub-
heading 

 
 
 
 

 

Bullet-
pointed 
section 

 
 
 
 

 

Connectives 
and 
adverbials 
to link 
sections 

 
 
 
 

 

Short 
sentences 

 
 
 
 

 

Dashes as 
an aside 

 
 
 
 

 

Colon to 
introduce a 
list 

 
 
 
 

 

A list  
 
 
 

 

Tricolon  
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Epizeuxis  
 
 
 

 

 

Reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the gallery share, decide which crafted sentence you 
most like from someone else.  Copy this sentence below, 
explaining why you think it is so effective. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjf28rWxYfaAhVLalAKHUD7C8kQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.canstockphoto.com/illustration/thief.html&psig=AOvVaw0OVlRu5iA-5tCDrEYwPuTd&ust=1522069709713626
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Learning episode 5 

Learning goals 
To be able to construct an opening paragraph that is appropriate to audience, purpose and form. 

I think 
I can 

To be extending, we need to be able to What am I learning 
today? 

AO6.3 Can I use 
commas to mark 

clauses? 
AO5.2 Can I construct 
an effective opening 

paragraph? 

 Can I identify where commas should go to mark a range of 
clauses? 

 Can I construct sentences that use commas to mark clauses 
accurately? 

 Can I explain what constitutes a good opening to a 
newspaper or magazine article? 

 Can I construct an opening to my article that is appropriate 
to audience, purpose and form? 

 Can I create a heading that uses a pun? 
 

Do it now: 

Commas are used for a variety of reasons 

▪ To separate items in a list 

▪ After connectives and adverbials 

▪ To separate the main and the subordinate clause 

▪ Before a quotation (if the clause preceding is subordinate) 

▪ Before a conjunction 

 

Look at the sentences below and identify where the commas should be placed to 

ensure the sentences are punctuated accurately. 

1. In college I was with this group of actors and more than anything I noticed how 

much confidence they seemed to have about their abilities. 

2. And I had a voice teacher who pulled me aside and said almost in a 

conspiratorial sort of tone…. 

3. When I first read what was to be Nurse Jackie it was not a comedy. 

4. For me it’s really just about finding someone who is kind. 

5. This was a big mainstream comedy that people loved. 

6. Ballet demands strength poise and grace. 

7. Now he is at a point that represents an interesting culmination of all that has 

gone before. 
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8. Ingredients: chicken coconut milk lime leaves lemongrass chillies 

9. Key restorative processes take place while we are asleep yet about one in five 

adults in the UK and a third of those in the US fail to get the seven to nine 

hours recommended for those aged 18-64. 

10. It is not however all about duration. 

Challenge: construct your own example sentences (preferably for your article) using 
commas to mark clauses. 
 

Commas to separate 
items in a list 

 

Commas before a 
conjunction 

 

Commas after 
connectives and 
adverbials 

 

Commas before a 
quoting a reliable 
source (if the clause 
preceding the 
quotation is 
subordinate) 

 

Commas to mark 
clauses – the main 
clause from the 
subordinate 

 

 

Extending Mastering Learning 

7-10 sentences corrected 
with commas to mark 

clauses 
 

Sentences using commas 
to mark clauses (main 

and subordinate) 
constructed accurately. 

 
 

4-6 sentences corrected 
with commas to mark 

clauses. 
 

Sentences using commas 
after connectives and 

adverbials and before a 
quote constructed 

accurately. 

1-3 sentences corrected 
with commas to mark 

clauses. 
 

Sentences using commas 
in a list and before a 

conjunction constructed 
accurately. 
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New knowledge: what can we learn from the openings to a range of articles? 

So far we have looked at the features of the form we are writing with this term – 

articles and we have explored how to construct informative and factual writing as 

well as exploring the linguistic and structural techniques we can embed to 

strengthen our writing.  

In this learning episode, we are going to focus in on the opening to our article.  What 

we want to do with our opening is really hook the reader in to the content of the 

article.   

Most opening paragraphs for an article seek to answer the 5Ws and 1H in a really 

concise manner.  They seek to address the Who?  What?  Where?  When?  Why? 

And How? 

Look at the opening paragraphs below and see if you can identify whether the 5Ws 

and 1H have been addressed. 

 

Opening 5Ws and 1H 

Children differ enormously in 
how quickly they learn to talk.  
Some children are faster than 
others, producing their first 
words before one year of age.  
In fact, some children speak 
before they can crawl.  Some 
are adventurous at combining 
words, producing full sentences 
early in life, though these are 
often peppered with 
grammatical errors.  Others 
seem more cautious, only 
combining words when they are 
absolutely sure they have the 
grammar right. 

Who? 
 
 

What? 
 
 

Where? 
 
 

When? 
 
 

Why? 
 
 

How? 
 
 

Brisbane Life Coaches, Ronit 
and Gal Baras, claim there is a 
drought in the area of 
relationships today, as 
damaging in the long term as 
the lack of water. 
 
Based in the suburb of Wishart, 
they claim the cost of good 

Who? 
 
 

What? 
 
 

Where? 
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health is nowhere near the cost 
of sickness, when it comes to 
busy people not getting their 
quota of relationships and hugs.  
For 17 years they have forged 
coaching careers, while 
conducting workshops on 
relationship skills, helping at 
least ten participants to give up 
anti-depression medication in a 
single twelve-month period. 

When? 
 
 

Why? 
 
 

How? 

Children in Mount Alexander 
Shire are coming up with 
innovative ways to reduce waste 
in our communities. 
 
Students from Winters Flat 
Primary, Elphinstone Primary 
and St Mary’s Castlemaine 
gathered at the Winters Flat 
School earlier this month as part 
of a special sustainability 
assembly where students 
involved in the recent ‘Youth 
Leading the World’ (YLTW) 
conference at the school 
presented their findings to the 
community. 

Who? 
 
 

What? 
 
 

Where? 
 
 

When?  
 
 

Why? 
 
 

How? 

The debate about whether or 
not Exeter should have a new 
city centre theatre is set to 
continue. 
 
A meeting to discuss the ins and 
outs of such a project has been 
arranged for December 6 at 
Belmont Chapel in Western 
Way. 
 
It has been arranged by Exeter 
Civic Society, but the group is 
keen to make clear it is neither 
for nor against a new theatre 
plan. 

Who? 
 
 

What? 
 
 

Where? 
 
 

When? 
 
 

Why? 
 
 

How? 
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Pen to paper: 

Using the 5Ws and 1H approach, construct the opening paragraph to your article 

below. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection: 

It’s time to listen to a number of the opening paragraphs from your peers.  You must 

listen to a maximum of 5 opening paragraphs and decide if they manage to address 

the 5Ws and 1H and how effective you think they are in interesting the audience and 

capturing their attention.  Give each opening that you hear a mark out of 5 and 

consider what you might take from what you have heard to use in your own writing. 

Opening 1 Opening 2 Opening 3 Opening 4 Opening 5 

 
 
 

    

 

What have I heard that I might be able to incorporate into my own writing? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Challenge task: puns 

A pun is a play on words and many newspaper articles use puns to capture the 

attention of their readers.  Look at the following headings – can you identify the pun 

being used? 

 

Explain the pun 

 

Explain the pun 

 

Explain the pun 

 

Explain the pun 

 

Can you create a pun for your own newspaper / magazine article? 
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Learning episode 6 

Learning goals 
To be able to construct a closing paragraph that is appropriate to audience, purpose and form. 

I think 
I can 

To be extending, we need to be able to What am I learning 
today? 

AO6.3 Can I write using 
a variety of 

punctuation? 
AO5.2 Can I construct 

an effective closing 
paragraph? 

 Can I use colons accurately to introduce lists, quotations 
and explanations? 

 Can I construct an closing paragraph that links to my 
opening paragraph? 

 Can I construct a rhetorical question that will leave my 
readers to ponder the content of the article? 

 

Do it now: 

A colon is a punctuation mark that has two main functions: 

1. To introduce a list 

2. To introduce an explanation 

3. To introduce a quotation 

Look at the following sentences and decide a) where the colon should go and b) 

whether it has been used to introduce a list, explanation or quotation. 

 Reason why 
the colon has 
been used 

My loathings are simple stupidity oppression crime cruelty soft 
music 

 

The four most beautiful words in our common language “I told you 
so.” 

 

If the Government wants to get more people walking they’d be far 
better advised to deal with the real impediments the snakes in the 
grass, the dodgy paving stones, discussed mineshafts, and 
chronic laziness. 

 

You know what to do practice 
 

 

Remember the old saying “be careful what you wish for.” 
 

 

You may be required to bring many things sleeping bags, pans, 
utensils, and warm clothing. 

 

The host made an announcement “You are all staying for dinner.” 
 

 

I want the following items butter, sugar and flour. 
 

 

Dad gave us three rules to live by work hard.  Be honest.  Always 
show up on time. 
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Challenge: can you construct three sentences: one that uses a colon in a list; one 

that uses a colon before an explanation and one that uses a colon to introduce a 

quotation.  Try and make them relevant to the content of your article. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Extending Mastering Learning 

I can correctly identify 
where a colon should go 
in 7-10 sentences 
 
I can construct sentences 
which use colons to 
introduce a list, a 
quotation and precede an 
explanation. 

I can correctly identify 
where a colon should go 
in 4-6 sentences 
 
I can construct sentences 
which use colons to 
introduce a list and a 
quotation. 

I can correctly identify 
where a colon should go 
in 1-3 sentences 
 
I can construct a sentence 
which uses a colon to 
introduce a list. 

 

New knowledge: 

In the last learning episode, we were exploring how to construct an effective opening 

paragraph that hooks and interests the listener in to what you have to say.  In this 

final learning episode, we are going to explore how to construct an effective closing 

paragraph so that it effectively brings the article to a close but at the same time 

leaves the reader to ponder on the main idea being explored. 

To construct a really effective closing paragraph we are going to do two things: 

1. Echo key words or phrases that were used in the opening paragraph 

2. Use a rhetorical question to leave the reader with. 

 

Let’s have a look at the first opening paragraph we explored in the last learning 

episode. 

 

Children differ enormously in how quickly they learn to talk.  Some children are 

faster than others, producing their first words before one year of age.  In fact, some 

children speak before they can crawl.  Some are adventurous at combining words, 

producing full sentences early in life, though these are often peppered with 
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grammatical errors.  Others seem more cautious, only combining words when they 

are absolutely sure they have the grammar right. 

 

All in all, we hope this article has reassured you that language development is 

individually determined.  Some children are faster than others.  Others seem more 

cautious and this is because children differ enormously in how quickly they learn to 

talk.  The most important thing is that children are continually exposed to language.  

How many words will you expose them to every day? 

 

How does the closing paragraph link back to the opening paragraph? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

What effect might the rhetorical question have on the reader? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Pen to paper: how do I construct an effective closing paragraph that will suit my 
audience, purpose and form? 

Now it’s your turn!  Look at the three further openings from the last learning episode.  
Can you, in pairs, construct a closing paragraph that nicely wraps the article up but 
also echoes some of the words and phrases used and finishes on a rhetorical 
question to make the reader think? 

Opening paragraph Closing paragraph 
1. Echoing key words and phrases 
2. Ending on a rhetorical question to 

make the reader think. 

Brisbane Life Coaches, Ronit and Gal 
Baras, claim there is a drought in the 
area of relationships today, as 
damaging in the long term as the lack 
of water. 
 
Based in the suburb of Wishart, they 
claim the cost of good health is 
nowhere near the cost of sickness, 
when it comes to busy people not 
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getting their quota of relationships 
and hugs.  For 17 years they have 
forged coaching careers, while 
conducting workshops on relationship 
skills, helping at least ten participants 
to give up anti-depression medication 
in a single twelve-month period. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children in Mount Alexander Shire 
are coming up with innovative ways to 
reduce waste in our communities. 
 
Students from Winters Flat Primary, 
Elphinstone Primary and St Mary’s 
Castlemaine gathered at the Winters 
Flat School earlier this month as part 
of a special sustainability assembly 
where students involved in the recent 
‘Youth Leading the World’ (YLTW) 
conference at the school presented 
their findings to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The debate about whether or not 
Exeter should have a new city centre 
theatre is set to continue. 
 
A meeting to discuss the ins and outs 
of such a project has been arranged 
for December 6 at Belmont Chapel in 
Western Way. 
 
It has been arranged by Exeter Civic 
Society, but the group is keen to 
make clear it is neither for nor against 
a new theatre plan. 
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Reflection: 

Now have a look at your own opening paragraph to your article on the benefits of 

school trips.  Can you construct a successful closing paragraph that 

a. Closes the article nicely 

b. Echoes key words from the opening paragraph 

c. Uses a rhetorical question at the end to make the reader think? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Learning episode 7-8: Writing lesson 

PEER ASSESSMENT 

Write an article that informs parents of the benefits of school trips 

Linguistic features Structural features Punctuation 
5Ws and 1H  A heading (using a 

pun)  
 Full stops and capital 

letters 
 

Facts  Sub-headings  Sentence ending with a 
question mark 

 

Statistics  Paragraphs  Sentence ending with 
an exclamation mark 

 

Opinions  Connectives / 
Adverbials to link ideas 

 Speech marks  

Proper nouns  Short sentences  Commas to separate 
items in a list 

 

Adjectives  Bullet points  Commas after a 
connective or an 

adverbial 

 

Superlatives  A sentence containing 
a list 

 Commas before 
conjunctions 

 

Quote a reliable 
source 

 A tricolon  Commas to mark 
clauses 

 

Hyperbole  Epizeuxis when quoting 
a reliable source 

 Colon to introduce a list  

Semantic field  Closing paragraph that 
links to the opening 

paragraph 

 Colon to introduce a 
quote from a reliable 

source 

 

Tone    Colon to introduce an 
explanation 

 

Adverbials of manner / 
time / place / direction 

   A dash to use as an 
aside 

 

Modal verbs      

Denotative lexis      

Rhetorical questions      

 

AO5.1 Crafting of language devices to suit form, purpose and audience 
Pupils can select stylistic or rhetorical 
devices to suit the audience and 
purpose, with appropriate use of tone, 
style and register. 

Pupils can use a wider range of language 
techniques that are appropriate to form, 
purpose and audience. 

Pupils can use basic language 
techniques which show some 
awareness of an appropriate form, 
purpose and audience. 

AO5.2 Crafting of structural and organisational devices to suit form, purpose and audience 
Pupils can develop and connect 
appropriate information and ideas using 
a varied range of structural and 
grammatical features to support form, 
purpose and audience. 

Pupils can express and order information 
and ideas using a wider range of structural 
and grammatical features to suit form, 
purpose and audience. 

Pupils express information and ideas, 
making limited use of structural and 
grammatical features to suit form, 
purpose and audience. 

AO6.2 Technical accuracy – punctuation 
Pupils can use a variety of punctuation 
and can begin to use punctuation to 
create a particular effect. 

Pupils can use a range of punctuation, to 
include speech marks and commas to mark 
clauses accurately. 

Pupils can use basic punctuation 
accurately to demarcate sentences. 

 

 

 


