Childhood – Name: ……………………………………………………..

	Concept /Main Idea
	Sociologist/View
	Explanation
	Evaluation

	
	
	
	

	Childhood as separateness
	Pilcher
	
	

	`Golden Age of Childhood`

Childhood as `natural`
	
	
	Wagg: Not in all countries – peculiar to the Western World. Childhood is a social construct, not `natural`. 

	Cross Cultural difference
	Benedict:

Childhood is not `fixed`
	
	

	Historical Difference

The `cult` of childhood
	Aries `in the middle ages the idea of childhood did not exist`
	
	Aries used paintings and diaries showing children and adults dressing the same and engaging in the same activities – not reliable.

Pollock argues people simply had a different notion of childhood.

	
	Shorter
	
	

	19th & 20th Century changes in the position of children
	
	· 
	

	Industrialisation
	
	
	

	Social construct 
	
	
	

	March of Progress

Status of childhood
	
	
	Criticised by Marxists and feminists

	
	Aries, Shorter

	
	

	Child Centredness:

Family and Society
	
	
	Marxists and Feminists see this view as idealised and false

	The Conflict View
	Marxists/Feminists
	
	

	
	Hillman

	
	

	
	Bonke

	
	

	
	Brannen

	
	

	
	Bhatti

	
	

	
	Class Inequality
	
	Therefore impossible to speak about `children` as an homogeneous group – class, gender and ethnic difference exists.

	
	Inequality between children and Adults
	
	March of Progress writers believe inequality is used to protect children
In the developing world children are far less likely to be restricted in space and by age restriction.  There are, however negative sides to this – children are exploited in other ways.

	
	
	
	Although children are largely under adult control is it as oppressive as claimed? Rights of children is an established principle.

	
	Child liberationists
	
	

	
	Age Patriarchy – Gittens
	
	

	The future of childhood
	The disappearance of childhood – Postman
	
	

	
	Postman
	· 
	· Surely children were learning to read at school?

· Over emphasis on the influence of television as a single cause.  What about changes in law and rise in living standards.

· Opie – strong evidence of a continued  `separate children’s culture`

	
	Globalisation of Western childhood
	
	Childhood is therefore not disappearing but being exported around the world.

	Reconstruction of Childhood
	Toxic Childhood
Sue Palmer
	
	

	
	Margo
	
	


