
Year 10 Online Learning Summer 2
Weeks 3 & 4

The following slides are a series of tasks which will help you revisit the 
learning you did at the beginning of the year on An Inspector Calls. 

The tasks will also help you revisit the learning you did for Language Paper 
1 and Language Paper 2.

Some of these tasks will also help with your learning and revision of 
unseen poetry (Literature Paper 2) – which is what we were doing before 
you started learning from home.  

Your aim is to complete at least one task every day.

• You can select which tasks you do.

• You do not have to complete the tasks in order.

• Each week, email your teacher evidence of at least one task you have 
completed that week. 



Task 1

Using the image below, your own ideas and/or ideas 
from the play, write a description of one of the 
characters.

• In your first paragraph, describe them physically.

• In your second paragraph, describe them doing
something or describe something they own which
shows the reader what kind of person they are.

• Use figurative language.

Remember – show don’t tell!

What would they have in their bag? 

Language 
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Task 2

• MRS BIRLING: Now Sheila don’t tease him. When you're 
married you'll realise that men with important work to 
do sometimes have to spend nearly all their time and 
energy on their business.

• MRS BIRLING: I don’t suppose for a moment that we can 
understand why the girl committed suicide. Girls of that 
class-

Using these quotations from Mrs Birling to support your 
ideas, write 2 WHW paragraphs explaining how Priestley 
has used language to show the gender inequality in 1912.

Language 
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Task 3

Who do you think is most to blame for the death of 
Eva Smith?

Summarise your ideas using references to the play (it 
does not have to be exact quotations).

Model

I think Mr Birling is most to blame for the death of Eva 
Smith. His actions, driven by Capitalist greed, began the 
chain of events which caused Eva’s suicide. Although not 
the worst single deed, if not for Mr Birling firing Eva, she 
would not have begun down the path she did. Mr Birling 
was morally wrong to fire Eva because… 

Language 
Paper 2 
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Capitalism

• Capitalism is an economic system where things are owned by 
people or an individual and where people have to work for money

• People may sell or lend their property, and other people may buy 
or borrow them. If one person wants to buy, and another person 
wants to sell to them, they do not need to get permission from 
higher power

• It has the view that if  you work hard you will be rewarded

• Everyone should pay their own tax

• The poor should work harder to earn more

• Traditionally represented through the Conservative party 
(Churchill)

Socialism

• In theory, this system results in the divide between classes getting 
smaller, with the poorest of a nation's people getting better taken 
care of while the richest make sacrifices in terms of higher taxes 
and regulation of business

• Where people work together to gain a fair standard of living

• Traditional views of the Labour party

• The views of Priestly, Bernard Shaw & H G Wells

• The view of living together and looking out for each other

• Thinks people should share their wealth

• Equal access to resources for all

• An extreme of this would be where an authority enforces sharing 
of wealth and does not allow people to own thing is communism 
(not to be confused with it)

Task 4

Using these ideas 
and any others from 
your own 
learning/research, 
write a 150 word 
summary of the 
differences 
between Socialism 
and Capitalism. 
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Task 5

Thinking about these pictures and the protests happening 
around the world, consider this statement: “There is as much
social inequality today as there was in 1912 when An Inspector 
Calls was set”.

Write an article that would appear on a news web page 

explaining your views on social inequality in society today. Aim 

to write 300 words. 

Language 
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Not My Business

They picked Akanni up one morning

Beat him soft like clay

And stuffed him down the belly

Of a waiting jeep.

What business of mine is it

So long they don't take the yam

From my savouring mouth?

They came one night

Booted the whole house awake

And dragged Danladi out,

Then off to a lengthy absence.

What business of mine is it

So long they don't take the yam

From my savouring mouth?

Chinwe went to work one day

Only to find her job was gone:

No query, no warning, no probe -

Just one neat sack for a stainless record.

What business of mine is it

So long they don't take the yam

From my savouring mouth?

And then one evening

As I sat down to eat my yam

A knock on the door froze my hungry hand.

The jeep was waiting on my bewildered lawn

Waiting, waiting in its usual silence. 

Niyi Osundare

Task 6
Read the poem below. Explain how you think it links to An Inspector Calls.
Aim to write 200 words.
HINT: think about Inspector Goole’s speech about responsibility and/or Mr Birling’s 
point about “bees in a hive”

Literature 
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help



Not My Business

They picked Akanni up one morning

Beat him soft like clay

And stuffed him down the belly

Of a waiting jeep.

What business of mine is it

So long they don't take the yam

From my savouring mouth?

They came one night

Booted the whole house awake

And dragged Danladi out,

Then off to a lengthy absence.

What business of mine is it

So long they don't take the yam
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What business of mine is it

So long they don't take the yam
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Niyi Osundare

Task 7
Read the poem below. 
Write 3 WHW paragraphs explaining how the writer presents ideas 
about injustice.
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Task 8

Using your knowledge and/or the information in these 
links:

Sheila Birling  BBC Bitesize

Eva Smith BBC Bitesize

Compare how Priestley presents women in An 
Inspector Calls.

Aim for 4 paragraphs. 

Contrasting and comparative vocabulary: however, on the 
other hand, contrastingly, conversely, similarly, just as, 
likewise, equally

Language 
Paper 2 
Q4 style

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwscxsg/revision/4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwscxsg/revision/8


We Are Not Responsible
BY HARRYETTE MULLEN

We are not responsible for your lost or stolen relatives. 
We cannot guarantee your safety if you disobey our instructions. 
We do not endorse the causes or claims of people begging for handouts. 
We reserve the right to refuse service to anyone. 

Your ticket does not guarantee that we will honour your reservations. 
In order to facilitate our procedures, please limit your carrying on. 
Before taking off, please extinguish all smoldering resentments. 

If you cannot understand English, you will be moved out of the way. 
In the event of a loss, you’d better look out for yourself. 
Your insurance was cancelled because we can no longer handle
your frightful claims. Our handlers lost your luggage and we
are unable to find the key to your legal case. 

You were detained for interrogation because you fit the profile. 
You are not presumed to be innocent if the police 
have reason to suspect you are carrying a concealed wallet. 
It’s not our fault you were born wearing a gang color. 
It is not our obligation to inform you of your rights. 

Step aside, please, while our officer inspects your bad attitude. 
You have no rights we are bound to respect. 
Please remain calm, or we can’t be held responsible 
for what happens to you. 

Task 9
Read this poem. 
Identify the following:
• A collective pronoun
• Anaphora 
• A metaphor 
• The extended 

metaphor
• Enjambment
Explain why you think 
each of these have been 
used. 

Vocabulary:
• Facilitate = enable, help
• Smoldering = burning, 

boiling
• Resentment = anger, 

bitterness
• Interrogation = intense 

questioning, accusation
• Obligation = duty, 

responsibility 
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Task 10
Read this poem. 
How has the writer
presented ideas 
about social 
responsibility? 
Aim to write 3 WHW
paragraphs.

Vocabulary:
• Facilitate = enable, help
• Smoldering = burning, 

boiling
• Resentment = anger, 

bitterness
• Interrogation = intense 

questioning, accusation
• Obligation = duty, 

responsibility 
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Task 11
At the end of the play, it is Sheila and Eric who seem to have
learned the most.

Write a letter from one of them to Inspector Goole explaining how 
they feel following his visit and the changes they now wish to see 
in society. 

Try and include the following vocabulary:
• Conscience- a sense of right and wrong
• Hierarchy- a society which in unequal where there is a social order
• Materialistic- someone who is money orientated
• Misogynistic - extremely sexist
• Patriarchy- a male dominated hierarchy
• Proletariat- the working class
• Social Class- the way that society is divided by money and occupation
• Social Responsibility- the idea that we are responsible for the more vulnerable members 

of society
• Socialist (left wing)- someone who believes in social responsibility e.g. Inspector Goole

and Priestley
• Society- the culture or group that we live in
• Superficial- to be shallow, artificial or insincere

Language 
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Task 12

Read these extracts from The Times newspaper. They are from a 
review of a production of An Inspector Calls – the same production 
many of you saw in the theatre. 

• ‘The production grips and dazzles. Nerve-shreddingly exciting. 
Still heart-thumpingly thrilling.’

• 'Stephen Daldry’s extraordinary reinvention of J. B. Priestley’s 
classic has lost none of its fierce pertinence. More than 15 years 
after its first appearance at the National Theatre in 1992, it’s still 
heart-thumpingly thrilling.'

• 'The production grips and dazzles. Rain teems down; Stephen 
Warbeck’s music, thunderous with foreboding, is as nerve-
shreddingly exciting as a Bernard Hermann score for a Hitchcock 
movie.'

• 'Ian MacNeil’s design is as impressive as ever, the cacophonous 
collapse of the Birling home as the family’s shameful secrets are 
exposed is a stunning coup de théâtre.’

Using these extracts to support your own ideas, answer this 
question: how has The Times used language to suggest the play is 
worth watching? Aim to write 2-3 WHW paragraphs.

Language 
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Task 13

Write a story inspired by this image:

Remember to think about your introduction, shifts in focus, 
show don’t tell details and a cyclical ending!

Language 
Paper 1 
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Task 14

The content and message of An Inspector Calls draws many similarities to the Jay Asher novel (and 
popular Netflix show), 13 Reasons Why. This is an extract from the beginning of this novel. 

The clerk takes the package. The same shoebox that sat on my porch less than twenty-four hours ago; rewrapped in a 
brown paper bag, sealed with clear packing tape, exactly as I had received it. But now addressed with a new name. The 
next name on Hannah Baker’s list.

“Baker’s dozen,” I mumble. Then I feel disgusted for even noticing it.

“Excuse me?” 

I shake my head. “How much is it?” 

She places the box on a rubber pad, then punches a sequence on her keypad. I set my cup of gas station coffee on the 
counter and glance at the screen. I pull a few bills from my wallet, dig some coins out of my pocket, and place my 
money on the counter.

“I don’t think the coffee’s kicked in yet,” she says. “You’re missing a dollar.” 

I hand over the extra dollar, then rub the sleep from my eyes. The coffee’s lukewarm when I take a sip, making it harder 
to gulp down. But I need to wake up somehow. Or maybe not. Maybe it’s best to get through the day half-asleep. 
Maybe that’s the only way to get through today.

…

It’s out of my control now. The package is on its way. I leave the post office without the receipt.

Deep behind my left eyebrow, my head is still pounding. Every swallow tastes sour, and the closer I get to school, the 
closer I come to collapsing. I want to collapse. I want to fall on the sidewalk right there and drag myself into the ivy. 
Because just beyond the ivy the sidewalk curves, following the outside of the school parking lot. It cuts through the 
front lawn and into the main building. It leads through the front doors and turns into a hallway, which meanders 
between rows of lockers and classrooms on both sides, finally entering the always-open door to first period.

How has the writer used language to suggest the character/narrator is 
upset? Answer in 2-3 WHW paragraphs. 

Language 
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Task 15

Look at these Mr Birling quotations:

• ‘Perhaps we may look forward to the next time when Crofts 
and Birling are no longer competing but are working together-
for lower costs and higher prices’. 

• ‘If you don’t come down hard on these people they’d soon be 
asking for the earth.’

• ‘I can't accept any responsibility.’

• I’m a public man’

• ‘I’ve got to cover this up as soon as I can’

• ‘Probably a socialist or some sort of crank’

A student has said that “Mr Birling represents everything J.B 
Priestley thought was wrong with society”. To what extent do 
you agree? Aim to answer in 3-4 WHW paragraphs. 

Language 
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