
Year 10 Online Learning Summer 2

The following slides are a series of tasks which will help 
you revisit the learning you did at the beginning of the 
year on An Inspector Calls. 

The tasks will also help you revisit the learning you did for 
Language Paper 1 and Language Paper 2.

Your aim is to complete at least one task every day.

• You can select which tasks you do.

• You do not have to complete the tasks in order.

• Each week, email your teacher evidence of at least one 
task you have completed that week. 



Task 1

Which of these 4 statements about An Inspector Calls are 
true?

1. Inspector Goole is a police inspector

2. Mr Birling fired Eva Smith from his factory

3. Gerald Croft is from a working class family

4. Eric Birling shows no remorse for his actions

5. Sheila Birling shows remorse for her actions

6. Mrs Birling is the last Birling to see Eva alive

7. There is equality between the Birling family and Edna

8. Inspector Goole is there to teach the family a lesson

Language 
Paper 2 
Q1 style



Task 2

Read these opening stage directions from An Inspector 
Calls. 
At rise of curtain, the four BIRLINGS and GERALD are seated at the table, 
with ARTHUR BIRLING at one end, his wife at the other, ERIC downstage, and 
SHEILA and GERALD seated upstage.  EDNA, the parlour maid, is just clearing 
the table…of dessert plate and champagne glasses etc, and then placing 
them with decanter of port, cigar box and cigarettes.  Port glasses are 
already on the table.  All five are in evening dress of the period, the men in 
tails and white ties, not dinner-jackets.  ARTHUR BIRLING is a heavy-looking, 
rather portentous man in his middle fifties with fairly easy manners but 
rather provincial in his speech.  His wife is about fifty, a rather cold woman 
and her husband’s social superior.  SHEILA is a pretty girl in her early 
twenties, very pleased with life and rather excited.  GERALD CROFT is an 
attractive chap about thirty, rather too manly to be a dandy but very much 
the easy well-bred young man-about-town.  ERIC is in his early twenties, not 
quite at ease, half shy, half assertive.  At the moment they have all had a 
good dinner, are celebrating a special occasion, and are pleased with 
themselves. 

List 4 things you learn about the Birling family. Language 
Paper 1 
Q1 style



Task 3

Write 200 words 
explaining your thoughts 
on the statement. 

Think about these 
words. How could they 
fit in to your argument?

Think about this 
statement. To what 
extent do you agree with 
it?  

Language 
Paper 1 
Q4 style



Task 4

Look at Inspector Goole’s final speech.

“One Eva Smith has gone – but there are millions and 
millions and millions of Eva Smiths and John Smiths still 
left with us, with their lives, their hopes and fears, their 
suffering and chance of happiness, all intertwined with our 
lives, and what we think and say and do. We don't live 
alone. We are members of one body. We are responsible 
for each other. And I tell you that the time will soon come 
when, if men will not learn that lesson, then they will be 
taught it in fire and blood and anguish.”

How has J.B Priestley used language to convey his 
message about social responsibility? Write 2-3 WHW 
paragraphs explaining your ideas. 

Language 
Paper 1 
Q2 style



Task 5

Watch/listen to the below GCSEPod
playlist

GCSEPod An Inspector Calls

https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/playlists/playlist/3044174/62797


Task 6

Write 200 words 
explaining your thoughts 
on the statement. 

Think about this 
statement. To what 
extent do you agree with 
it?  

Language 
Paper 1 
Q4 style

Think about these 
words. How could they 
fit in to your argument?



Task 7

Think about Sheila and Eric Birling and how they are 
presented throughout the play.

Summarise the differences 

between Sheila and Eric.

Aim to write 2-3 paragraphs.

Use examples/references to the play to support your ides.

Remember vocabulary used to show comparison:

however, on the other hand, unlike, contrastingly...

Language 
Paper 2 
Q2 style



Task 8

Imagine you are Eva Smith working in the Birling factory.

Write an inspiring speech to deliver at the union strike for 
higher wages.

You must include the following 
words in your speech:
• Progress
• Prosperity
• Community

You must also try and use these 
writing techniques. 

Language 
Paper 2 
Q5 style



Task 9

Watch this video

Think about what J.B Priestley’s message about social 
responsibility.

How do you think this message could be applied to 
society today, especially during the Corona virus crisis?

Write 200 words explaining your thoughts. 



Task 10

This is for those of you who really want to push yourself 
and reach for the very top marks.

Watch this video and make notes.

Aim to use one side of A4 – use colour, spider diagrams, 
images, bullet points



Task 11

Using the following quotations from Mr/Mrs Birling and Eric/Sheila 
Birling to support your ideas, compare how Priestley presents the 
older generation and the younger generation. 
• Mr Birling: “I’ve got to cover this up as soon as I can”

• Mrs Birling: “I don’t suppose for a moment that we can understand why the girl 
committed suicide. Girls of that class-”

• Sheila Birling: “‘Oh-its wonderful! Look- Mummy- isn’t it a beauty?”

• Sheila Birling: “(flaring up) It’s  you two who are being childish – trying not to face 
the facts”

• Eric Birling: “But don't forget I'm ashamed of you as well – yes both of you”

Think about how each generation are presented at the beginning and 
end of the play and which generation learned their lesson (if either). 

Contrasting and comparative vocabulary: however, on the other hand, 
contrastingly, conversely, similarly, just as, likewise, equally

If you need extra help, watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XaZSujrmt58

Language 
Paper 2 
Q4 style

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XaZSujrmt58


Task 12

Make your own meme for each character. 

Here are some to inspire you…



Task 13

Read this speech from the beginning of the play from Mr 
Birling:

“No, we won't. It's one of the happiest nights of my life. And 
one day, I hope, Eric, when you've a daughter of your own, 
you'll understand why. Gerald, I’m going to tell you frankly, 
without any pretences, that your engagement to Sheila means 
a tremendous lot to me. She'll make you happy, and I’m sure 
you'll make her happy. You're just the kind of son-in-law I 
always wanted. Your father and I have been friendly rivals in 
business for some time now – though crofts limited are both 
older and bigger than Birling and company – and now you've 
brought us together, and perhaps we may look forward to the 
time when Crofts and Birlings are no longer competing but are 
working together – for lower costs and higher prices.”

How does J.B Priestley use language to present Mr Birling in 
this speech? Write 2-3 WHW paragraphs. 



Task 14

Read these stage directions from the opening of the play. They give a brief 
description of the Birling family dining room.

The dining room is of a fairly large suburban house, belonging to a 
prosperous manufacturer. It has a good solid furniture of the period. The 
general effect is a substantial and heavily comfortable but not cosy and 
homelike. (if a realistic set is used, then it should be swung back, as it was in 
the production at the new theatre. By doing this, you can have the dining-
table centre downstage during act one, when it is needed there, and then 
swinging back, can reveal the fireplace for act two, and then for act three 
can show a small table with a telephone on it, downstage of the fireplace; 
and by this time the dining-table and it chairs have moved well upstage. 
Producers who wish to avoid this tricky business, which involves two re-
settings of the scene and some very accurate adjustments of the extra flats 
necessary would be well advised to dispense with an ordinary realistic set if 
only because the dining-table becomes a nuisance. The lighting should be 
pink and intimate until the INSPECTOR arrives and then it should be brighter 
and harder.)

Using these details, write a full description of Birling dining room.

Aim to use adventurous adjectives, verbs, adverbs, figurative language and 
a range of sentences types. 

Language 
Paper 1 
Q5 style



Task 15

Here is the basic plot of An Inspector Calls:
• An inspector arrives at the Birling house. He tells them how a girl called Eva Smith has killed herself 

by drinking disinfectant - he wants to ask them some questions.

• The Inspector reveals that the girl used to work in Arthur Birling's factory and he had her sacked for 
going on strike. Mr Birling refuses to accept any responsibility for her death.

• The Inspector then reveals that Sheila thought that Eva had made fun of her, complained and got her 
sacked. Sheila is deeply ashamed and feels responsible for the girl’s death.

• The Inspector forces Gerald to confess to an affair he had with Eva. Sheila respects Gerald’s honesty 
but returns the engagement ring he gave her.

• It is revealed that Sybil Birling had refused to help the pregnant Eva.

• It turns out that it was Eric who got Eva pregnant, and stole money from his father to help her.

• The Inspector leaves. The family ring the infirmary and there is no record of a girl dying from drinking 
disinfectant.

• Suddenly the phone rings, Mr Birling answers it, to his horror the phone call reveals that a young 
woman has just died from drinking disinfectant and the police are on their way to question them 
about it. The curtain falls and the play ends.

Turn this play into a short story. You may remove some 
details but do not change the central ‘message’. 
Suggested story structure: introduce your reader to something 
(character, group of characters, setting, event), shift in focus, shift in 
focus/flashback, ending

Language 
Paper 1 
Q5 style


