
Week Beginning Topics Big Questions Vocabulary Assessments Resources 
WEEK ONE 
10th May 

Understanding the 
social/historical context 
of Jacobean 
performances as well as 
understanding the 
meaning behind the title. 
 

What was the 
Jacobean theatre 
like? 
 
What is a Tempest? 

Tempest 
 
Foreshadowing 
 

Monday: Comprehension questions on 
Jacobean theatre. 
 
Tuesday: Because, but, so writing task 
on the title of the play. Developing the 
use of tentative language to infer 
meaning behind the title. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tea
ch/class-clips-
video/english-ks2-
shakespeares-
theatre/zk2jmfr 
 
PPT WEEK 1  
 

WEEK TWO 
17th May 

Beginning analysis of 
characters and setting. 

Who is Prospero and 
Ariel? 
 
How is the Island 
presented? 

Tyrannical 
 
Edenic 
 
Idyllic 
 

Monday: WHAT statements on 
Prospero & Ariel 
 
Tuesday: WHAT/HOW paragraph on the 
island (finding and embedding 
evidence) 
 
End of week Fortnightly Progress check 

PPT WEEK 2  

WEEK THREE 
24th May 

Exploring key points 
about Caliban’s character. 

 
Who is Caliban? 

Cannibal 
 
Infantile 
 
Innocence 

Tuesday: WHAT, HOW paragraph on 
Caliban (finding and embedding 
evidence) 

PPT WEEK 3 

WEEK FOUR 
7th June 

 How does 
Shakespeare explore 
the idea of 
servitude? 
 
How does 
Shakespeare end the 
play? 

Epilogue 
 
Denouement  
 
Restoration 
 
 

End of week progress check  
 
Monday: Quote explosions  
 
Tuesday:  

PPT WEEK 4 

WEEK FIVE 
14th June 

Developing 
social/historical context 

What is Post-
Colonialism? 
 

The New Age  Eden’s Decades of the New 
World 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-shakespeares-theatre/zk2jmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-shakespeares-theatre/zk2jmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-shakespeares-theatre/zk2jmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-shakespeares-theatre/zk2jmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-shakespeares-theatre/zk2jmfr


to apply to reading of the 
play.  

 
How does 
Shakespeare explore 
post-colonialism? 

Michel de Montaigne’s 
essay ‘Of the Cannibals’ 

WEEK SIX 
21st June 

Developing social, 
historical and political 
context and considering 
this alongside the play. 

What is Usurpation? 
 
What is ‘the Other?’ 

Tyranny 
 
Subjugation  
 
Hierarchy 

 

End of week fortnightly progress check  

WEEK SEVEN 
28th June 

 Examining the role of 
otherness in the play and 
considering the voice of 
the other in other forms 
of literature. 

How does 
Shakespeare explore 
otherness in the 
play? 
 
How is the other’s 
voice silenced in 
literature? 

  ‘Search Through My 
Tongue’ 

WEEK EIGHT 
5th July  
Roll over 

Evaluating statements on 
a character and 
supporting this with 
evidence. 
 
Developing 
social/historical context 
of Jacobean politics 

Caliban: Monster or 
Victim? 
 
What did social 
order mean in the 
Jacobean world? 
 

Evaluate 
 
Civility 
 
Turmoil 
 
 

Monday: Written evaluation of Caliban 
 
 
 
End of week fortnightly progress check 

 

WEEK NINE 
12th July 

Understanding what is 
meant by ‘utopia’ and 
evaluating whether the 
island is this or merely a 
microcosm of the society 
in which we exist. 

What is a utopian 
vision? 
 
How is the island a 
microcosm of 
society? 
 

Dystopia   



Additional 
content 

Furthering our 
social/historical 
contextual knowledge on 
Jacobean society so that 
we can explore the 
theme of magic in the 
play. 

What were Jacobean 
views towards 
magic? 
 
How does 
Shakespeare explore 
magic in the play? 
(good vs evil) 
 

  
 

 

Additional 
content  

Evaluating evidence 
collated thus far to 
decide whether the play 
leaves us with a 
restoration of order. 

Monday: Is there a 
restoration of order 
at the end of play? 
 
Tuesday: 
 

Repentance  
 
 

  

 


