
QUICK FACTS 

NAME 
Adolf Hitler 

OCCUPATION 
Dictator, Military Leader 

BIRTH DATE 
April 20, 1889 Austria 

DEATH DATE 
April 30, 1945 Germany 

 
“Those who want to live, let them fight, and those who do not want to fight in this world of 
eternal struggle do not deserve to live.” 
—Adolf Hitler 
 
Adolf Hitler (April 20, 1889 to April 30, 1945) was chancellor of Germany from 1933 to 1945, 
serving as dictator and leader of the Nazi Party, or National Socialist German Workers Party, 
for the bulk of his time in power. Hitler’s policies precipitated World War II and led to the 
genocide known as the Holocaust, which resulted in the deaths of some six million Jews and 
another five million noncombatants. With defeat on the horizon, Hitler committed suicide 
with wife Eva Braun on April 30, 1945, in his Berlin bunker. 

The fourth of six children, Adolf Hitler was born to Alois Hitler and Klara Polzl. As a child, Hitler 
clashed frequently with his emotionally harsh father, who also didn't approve of his son's later 
interest in fine art as a career. Following the death of his younger brother, Edmund, in 1900, 
Hitler became detached and introverted.  

In 1903, Hitler’s father died suddenly. Two years later, Adolf's mother allowed her son to drop 
out of school. After her death in December 1907, Hitler moved to Vienna and worked as a 
casual laborer and watercolor painter.  

In 1913 he applied to serve in the German army. The experience reinforced his passionate 
German patriotism, and he was shocked by Germany's surrender in 1918. In September 1919, 
Hitler joined the DAP, which changed its name to the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche 
Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP) — often abbreviated to Nazi. 

Hitler personally designed the Nazi party banner, appropriating the swastika symbol and 
placing it in a white circle on a red background.  

Hitler used his position as chancellor to form a de facto legal dictatorship. The Reichstag Fire 
Decree, announced after a suspicious fire at parliament, suspended basic rights and allowed 
detention without trial. Hitler also engineered the passage of the Enabling Act, which gave his 
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cabinet full legislative powers for a period of four years and allowed for deviations from the 
constitution. 

The day before Hindenburg's death in August 1934, the cabinet had enacted a law abolishing 
the office of president, combining its powers with those of the chancellor. Hitler thus became 
head of state as well as head of government and was formally named leader and chancellor. 
As head of state, Hitler became supreme commander of the armed forces. 

On September 15, 1935, the Reichstag introduced the Nuremberg Laws, which defined a 
"Jew" as anyone with three or four grandparents who were Jewish, regardless of whether the 
person considered themselves Jewish or observed the religion. The Nuremberg Laws also set 
forth the "Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honour," which banned 
marriage between non-Jewish and Jewish Germans; and the Reich Citizenship Law, which 
deprived "non-Aryans" of the benefits of German citizenship. 

Hitler's eugenic policies also targeted children with physical and developmental disabilities, 
later authorizing a euthanasia program for disabled adults. His regime also persecuted 
homosexuals, arresting an estimated 100,000 men from 1933 to 1945, some of whom were 
imprisoned or sent to concentration camps. At the camps, gay prisoners were forced to wear 
pink triangles to identify their homosexuality, which Nazis considered a crime and a disease. 

Between the start of World War II, in 1939, and its end, in 1945, Nazis and their collaborators 
were responsible for the deaths of at least one million noncombatants, including about six 
million Jews, representing two-thirds of the Jewish population in Europe. As part of Hitler's 
"Final Solution," the genocide enacted by the regime would come to be known as the 
Holocaust. 
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