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Sustainability: One World 

 

 

 

Context  

 
All businesses have to consider how to manage their resources in a way that protects the environment.  They 
have to deliver goods and services at the best value for the consumer that use fewer natural resources and 
are less polluting.  People are also part of sustainability – it is vital that individuals and their communities are 
not harmed by businesses aiming to cut costs or maximise profit. This is sustainability. 
In this task learners are encouraged to think about first principles relating to sustainability and how business 
activities affect people. 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This group activity supports 
the learning outcome “Finding 
out about careers and the 
world of work” in the ACEG 
framework for careers and 
work-related education, 2012. 
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What is the purpose of this task? 
To understand the concept of sustainability and how businesses can incorporate 
sustainability into their work 
 

How much time do you need? 
About 50 minutes 
 

What will you learn from this task? 
1. To define what sustainability means 
2. To identify how your school supports sustainability 
3. To understand the ethical versus economic argument 

 

You will need  
Internet access 
Recycling sheet 
Energy saving sheet 
Globalisation sheet 
Outsourcing map 
 

Now complete the task 
Part 1: Recycling 
1. As a class, or in groups, consider what you think sustainability is. Limit this to one minute 

then share your feedback. 
2. Look at the recycling sheet which shows how some common products that can be 

recycled.  Many of these products are used in your school.   
3. How many of these are recycled in your school now as far as you know? List as many 

examples as you can, then suggest new ways that you could recycle in your school. Some 
facts about recycling are also given. 

 
 Part 2: Energy saving 
4. Most of our energy use (light and heat and power) comes from fossil fuels like coal, oil and 

gas.  These come from the earth and are in limited supply.   
5. Look at the energy saving sheet that shows some common ways of saving energy every 

day.  How many of these are used in your school? 
6. Can you think of new ways of saving energy in your school? 
 
Part 3: Ethical vs. Economic 
7. Businesses are under constant pressure to cut costs.  One way of doing this is to move 

labour or production to an area or country where costs are lower.  This is called 
“outsourcing”.  The tendency for large companies to operate internationally to cut costs is 
often called “globalisation”. 
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8. Which costs do you think could be lower in some countries than the UK? 
9. Can you think of some negative effects caused by globalisation (use the globalisation 

sheet to start your thinking) 
10. Now look at where your clothes come from! Check the labels on your coats, jumpers, shirt 

or trainers.  Where is the country of production?  Can you note on the map where your 
clothes were produced?  How many different countries are you wearing?   

Review 

 

 

What are the implications of not recycling waste materials? 
What are the implications of not saving energy? 
What will happen if outsourcing takes place freely without any regulation? 
Would you personally pay more for clothing or electronic gadgets to be certain they have been 
produced without exploitation or mistreatment of people and their environment? 
 

Extension 

 

If you want to spend longer on this topic…  
 
1. Look at the following company websites and see if you can find messages about whether 

they value sustainability, the environment or protecting people in other countries from 
exploitation: 

 Innocent Drinks 

 Ben and Jerry’s 

 Primark 

 Lush cosmetics 

 McDonalds 
 
2. Can you find any negative news items about companies that have not carried out good 

sustainable practice or due regard for foreign workers? 
 

3. Create your own sustainability poster to promote recycling and energy saving in your 
school. 

 
4. Make a note over the next few days of how many different countries the things you use 

come from, include your clothes, food, games, magazines or books, electrical gadgets and 
phones. 
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RECYCLING SHEET 

 WOOD 

INK CARTRIDGES

  

FABRIC 

FOOD WASTE

 

TETRA PAKS

 

ALUMINIUM

 

GLASS 

 

COMPUTER PARTS

 

PLASTICS
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PAPER 

WASTE 

CHEMICALS

 

             

OLD BOOKS 

BATTERIES 

“GREY” 

WATER

 

WASTE AND RECYCLING: FACTS 

 In the UK, in 2008, total waste generation was estimated at 288.6 million tonnes 

 

 The amount of waste going into landfill is declining but is still nearly 50% of all waste 

 

 51000 tonnes of aluminium ends up as packaging in the UK every year 
 

 If all cans in the UK were recycled, we would need 14 million fewer dustbins 
 

 36 million pounds work of aluminium is thrown away each year 
 

 Aluminium cans can be recycled and ready to use in 6 weeks 

 

 Recycled paper produces 73% less air pollution than if it was made from raw materials 
 

 It takes 24 trees to make 1 ton of newspaper 
 

 Each UK family uses an average of 500 glass bottles and jars every year 
 

 Glass is 100% recyclable and can be used again and again 
 

 Glass that is thrown away and ends up in landfills will never decompose 
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 15 million plastic bottles are used in the UK every day 
 

 Plastic can take up to 500 years to decompose 

www.recycling-guide.org.uk 

www.defra.gov.uk 

 

ENERGY SAVING SHEET 

 

TURN OFF LIGHTS  

WHEN NOT NEEDED 

 

TURN OFF 

COMPUTERS WHEN NOT IN USE 

 

TURN DOWN HEATING

 

http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/
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BUY LOCALLY PRODUCED FOOD TO 

SAVE TRANSPORT

 

CYCLE INSTEAD OF USING THE BUS 

USE PRODUCTS MADE FROM 

RECYCLED MATERIAL

 

 

GLOBALISATION SHEET 

           
Workers have few rights in 
some countries 
 

Child labour is common in 
some countries with children as 
young as 5 working long hours 
in difficult conditions

 

Child labour reduces 
opportunities for education 
 

  
 

 The United Nations estimate 
that 215 million children are 
trapped in child labour, and 
115 million of these children 
are in hazardous work 

 

 The South Asian region retains 
the highest incidence world-
wide of child labour 

 

 In India, 12.6 million children 
between the ages of 5 and 14 
years work, many in the 
garment industry 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/dfid/7747423966/in/photostream
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Some countries do not enforce 
environmental protection which 
affects local communities  
 

 
 
 
 

Transporting goods around the 
world to their markets increases 
transport and fuel damage to 
the environment 
 

Outsourcing jobs abroad can 
mean fewer jobs at home 
 

 

 Globalisation has been a major 
cause of wage inequality in 
developing countries  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.un.org 
www.dfid.gov.uk 
www.ilo.org  
www.oxfam.org.uk  

 

 

 

  

http://www.un.org/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/
http://www.ilo.org/
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/
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OUTSOURCING MAP

 


