
HISTORY GCSE Title of unit: Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939: Impact of the First World War 
Definition of Era: Inter-war period between WWI (1914-
1918) and WWII (1939-1945) 

KPI 1 The Weimar Republic: Met for the first time in January 1919, in the town 
of Weimar. Germany became a republic after the Kaiser abdicated and fled. The 
provisional government made an agreement. It lasted from 1919-1933, led by 
two presidents, Ebert then Paul von Hindenburg. 
 

KPI 2 Political Instability: Weimar hated by communists, socialists, 
nationalists and army leaders. Faced constant threats from the right 
and left of politics. 

Timeline dates 
 
 
9th November 1918 
11th November 1918 
December 1918 
 
Early 1919 
 
March 1919 
28th June 1919 
January 1923 
 
 
 
 
November 1923 
 

Timelines description 
 
 
Kaiser abdicated. 
Armistice signed. 
Spartacists demonstrated 
against the government. 
Spartacists attempted to 
overthrow the government. 
Kapp Putsch. 
Treaty of Versailles signed. 
French occupied the Ruhr. 
German government ordered 
passive resistance and printed 
money. Hyperinflation 
followed. 
Munich Putsch. 
 

KPI 3 The hyperinflation crisis and events in the Ruhr, 1923: The currency had 
been going down in value due to inflation since 1914. The government started to 
print more money than it had, to pay off reparations and workers. The currency 
started to decrease rapidly.  
France and Belgian troops invaded the Rhineland twice, in 1921 and 1923 when 
Germany failed to pay reparations. Germany needed this money to pay off war 
debts to the USA.  The invasion was met by passive resistance (strikes and 
sabotage). Some workers were shot by French troops, reminding people of the 
war, strikers were seen as heroes and the government continued to pay them 
even though less goods were produced. This led to hyperinflation. 
People with savings, on a fixed income or with pensions had nothing. Some did 
benefit –   

• Businessmen were able to pay off debts easily 
• Rise in prices helped farmers 
• Foreigners could afford things others couldn’t. 

 

KPI 4 The strengths and weaknesses of the Weimar Constitution: 
Strengths: Men and women had the vote at the age of 20; voting by 
proportional representation meant that the number of seats each 
party had in the Reichstag was based on the number of votes they 
got. For example, if a party won 10% of the votes it was given 10% 
of the seats.  
Weaknesses:  The system of voting - using proportional 
representation meant that it was hard for 1 party to gain a majority 
which resulted in coalition governments. Frequent changes of 
government - nine elections, weak and unstable governments 
followed. 
                                    
Power of the President- due to article 48, in any ‘state of emergency’ 
the president could pass any laws, without the Reichstag.   He could 
rule by decree which was very undemocratic. 

Keywords and 
concepts 
 
Abdicate 
 
Armistice 
 
Communists 

Definition 
 
 
Monarch or Emperor quits the 
throne. 
The ending of hostilities in a 
war. 
Followers of Karl Marx who 
believed, for example, that the 
state should own the means of 
production and distribution. 

KPI 5 The Munich Putsch: November 1923, Hitler and 600 Nazis burst into a meeting. At 
gunpoint, Chief minister Von Kahr and army chief Von Lossow agreed to take over the Berlin 
government. The police and army were notified. There was a clash with the National Socialists 
whereby 16 Nazis and 4 policemen died. 
 

 KPI 6 The Kapp Putsch: Weimar government tried 
to shrink the Freikorps; the Berlin Freikorps 
refused to comply. Led by Wolfgang Kapp, he tried 
to form a right-wing government. The Reichswehr 
backed Kapp. Army refused to fire at Kapp’s men. 
Ebert called for a strike which trade unionists and 
civil servants supported so it all collapsed. 
 

Hyperinflation 
 
 
Left-wing 
 
Right-wing 
 
 
 
Reparations 

Extremely high inflation, where 
the value of money plummets 
and becomes almost worthless. 
Of politicians and parties that 
favour socialism. 
People who support 
conservative or traditional 
ideas and oppose social 
democracy. 
War damages to be paid by 
Germany. 

KPI 7 The Impact of the Treaty of Versailles (28 June 1919) 
Most Germans were horrified, embarrassed and angered by the terms of the treaty which 
contained 440 clauses including :–  

• Land : Territorial terms- lost 13% of land, 6 million citizens, Germany was forbidden to 
unite with Austria. Saarland administered by the League of Nations. 

• Army: Military terms- army limited to 100,000 men, forbidden to possess any tanks, 
heavy guns or aircraft. Only allowed ships below 10,000 tons; the Rhineland was 
demilitarised. 

• Money: Financial terms- £6,600 million reparations bill to be paid in instalments. 
• Blame: Political terms- Germany forbidden to join League of Nations, had to accept 

blame for war. 

 KPI 8 The Sparticist Uprising: Communist uprising 
/ led by Karl Liebknecht+ Rosa Luxemburg. 
December 1918, founded the German 
Communist Party (KPD). In January 1919, 
communists began plans to overthrow Ebert’s 
government. Government used Reichswehr and 
Freikorps to put the rebellion down. The leaders 
were captured + executed. 
 



HISTORY GCSE Title of unit: Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939: The Recovery of Weimar 
Definition of Era: Inter-war period between WWI (1914-
1918) and WWII (1939-1945). The period between 1924 
– 1929 is sometimes called ‘The Golden Years’. 

KPI 1 Recovery from hyperinflation- mainly down to the work of Gustav 
Stresemann who worked well with Britain, France and the USA to improve the 
economy. 
 

KPI 2 The Rentenmark- November 1923, a temporary currency. 
Based on property value, in 1924 it changed to the Reichsmark, a 
new currency backed by gold reserves. 
 

Timeline dates 
 
November 1923 
 
August 1924 
1925 
1925 
 
1926 
 
1929 
 

Timeline description 
 
Temporary currency introduced 
called the Rentenmark. 
Germany signed Locarno Pact. 
Dawes Plan agreed 
Allied troops evacuated the 
Ruhr 
Germany admitted into League 
of Nations 
Young Plan agreed; Stresemann 
died 

KPI 3 Improvements in relations between Germany and other countries 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
As a Result of Stresemann’s foreign policies- in 1925, France withdrew from the 
Ruhr; allies agreed to Dawes and Young plan and in 1927 allies withdrew from 
the Rhine, 5 years before schedule. 
Overall, Stresemann was crucial in recovery of the republic, he improved 
Germany’s reputation as well as the economy. 
 

KPI 4 Position of Women: Women over 20 given the vote and 
guaranteed equality in society. Growing number of female teachers, 
civil servants and in the assembly line. More social freedom- drank 
in public, fashion conscious (short skirts/makeup), went out 
unescorted. 
 
 
 
KPI 5 Unemployment Insurance: Unemployment Insurance Law in 
1927 required everyone to contribute to unemployment welfare. 
Also benefits for- war veterans, wives, single mothers and the 
disabled. 

Keywords and 
concepts 
 
Rentenmark 
Allied 
 
Dawes Plan  
 
 
League of Nations 
 
 
 

Definition 
 
 
Temporary currency 
Related to the Allied powers 
e.g. Britain and France of WWI 
Introduced in 1924 to reduce 
Germany’s annual reparation 
payments. 
The international body 
established after WWI in order 
to maintain peace. 
 

KPI 6 The main political developments in Germany 
1924-1929 
Greater support for Social Democrats who set up the 
Weimar Republic. Generally, less support for the 
extremists. Mainly due to Hindenburg and Stresseman. 
Hindenburg was popular as he was a war leader, and 
exemplified the idea that the old conservatives 
accepted the new republic. Stresseman was popular 
for his work abroad and with the economy. 
 

KPI 7 Housing: Government employed 
architects and planners to devise ways of 
reducing housing shortages. 
Government investment, tax breaks, land 
grants and low interest loans were used to 
stimulate building of new houses+ 
apartments. 
Between 1924 and 1931 2 million houses 
were built. 
 

KPI 8 The Extent of Recovery- 
+ More public works, stadiums and apartments             
+ Businesses paid off many of their debts due 
to the period of industrial growth.                                                  
+ There were fewer strikes between 1924-1929                     
+ Unemployment fell from 9-6 million. 
However, the economy was reliant on 
American loans and did not affect everyone 
equally -                              - Living costs rose for 
workers  
- Lower-middle class = 0 savings   
- Farmers struggled, prices fell and could not 
modernise farms. 
 
 

Young Plan 
 
 
 

Reparations figure reduced and 
length of time Germany had to 
pay extended to 59 years. 

KPI 9 Improvement in standard of living: 
• There were improvements for many workers 

in terms of wages, houses, unemployment 
benefits and insurance. 

• Germany had some of the highest paid 
workers in Europe. 

• Many of the middle-class weren’t so 
prosperous as they had been bankrupted by 
inflation and found it had to get suitable jobs. 

 

KPI 10 The Dawes Plan- August 1924 
• Reparations payments were 

reduced. 
• Ruhr area evacuated by allied 

troops. 
• USA would loan $3000 million 

over 6 years. 
 

KPI 11 The Young Plan: in 1929, allied banker 
Owen Young drew up a further plan. 
Reparations reduced to £1850 million, length 
of time to pay debt was 59 years. Right wing 
politicians objected to paying any reparations. 
 

The Locarno Pact- 
1925- Germany 
accepted borders 
in the west but 
not in the east.  

The League of 
Nations- 1926- 
Germany given a 
permanent seat on 
League of Nations. 

The Kellogg-Briand 
Pact- 1928- 64 
other nations, 
only use armies 
for self-defence. 



HISTORY GCSE Title of unit: Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939: Nazi Rise to Power and the End of the Weimar Republic 
Definition of Era: Inter-war period between WWI (1914-
1918) and WWII (1939-1945). The period between 1929 
and 1933 saw the rise in popularity of extremist parties 
and the end of the Republic. 

KPI 1 The early development of the Nazi Party Started as the German Worker’s 
Party (DAP) in 1919. Hitler joined in September 1919. Hitler and Drexler wrote 
the ‘Twenty-Five-Point Programme’.  In 1921, Hitler became leader, changing 
the name of the DAP to the NSDAP. Membership rose as follows: 

1,100 June 1920 – 55,000 Nov 1923 
In 1921, Hitler set up the SA or ‘Brownshirts’. Made of ex-military men to 
protect Nazis. 

KPI 2 The Munich Putsch- marched on Munich, state capital of 
Bavaria. The Nazi Party were subsequently banned. Hitler’s trial 
started in February 1924, lasting one month and gave him publicity. 
He criticised the November Criminals and the Jewish Bolshevists. 
Ludendorff was let off but Hitler was sentenced to 5 years, only 
serving 9 months. 
While in prison Hitler realised he had to build on this publicity, also 
writing his book ‘Mein Kampf’ (My Struggle). 
 

Timeline dates 
 
1919 
 
1921 
 
1923 
1924  
 
1929 
1933 

Timeline description 
 
German Worker’s Party (DAP) 
established. 
Hitler became leader of the 
DAP. 
Munich Putsch. 
Hitler went to prison and wrote 
Mein Kampf. 
Wall Street Crash. 
Hitler became Chancellor. 

KPI 3 Further Development of the Nazi Party  
Hitler got the ban lifted upon release. He created his own bodyguard, the SS. He 
introduced the Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth) to get younger members.  

1925-27,000 1928-Over 100,000 
The Nazis only won 12 seats in 1928, having held 32 in 1924. A lot of this was 
down to the successes of Gustav Stresseman dissuading people from voting for 
extremist parties. 
 

KPI 4 After the Wall Street Crash in 1929 Stresemann had just died 
so the government lacked a really competent leader. International 
trade began to fall, creating unemployment. By 1932, 6 million were 
unemployed or 4/10 workers. Falling food prices hurt farmers. Many 
ended up homeless. The government paid out unemployment 
benefits.                                                                                    
There was talk of benefit cuts. Weimar politicians appeared to be 
doing little so support increased for the far right and far left parties. 
 

Keywords and 
concepts 
 
Bolshevists 
 
Propaganda 
 
 
Social Darwinism 
 
Anti-Semitism 
 
 

Definition 
 
 
Another word for communists. 
 
Information designed to 
persuade people of a particular 
viewpoint. 
The idea that there are superior 
and inferior races.  
Hatred of the Jews. 

KPI 6 Increasing Support for the Nazi Party- 
Impact of the Depression- Wall Street Crash 1929 – 
Nazi party offered the solutions that other parties 
didn’t.    
The Appeal of Hitler- Hitler was an eloquent speaker, 
projecting the image of the Messiah. Using a private 
plane, he toured the country making speeches. He 
kept his message simple with obvious scapegoats.                   
 
 

KPI 7 Increasing Support for the Nazi Party 
continued  
The Use of Propaganda- Dr Josef Goebbels 
used the radio and cinema (Nazis owned 
120 Newspapers)   
Financial Support- had large scale financial 
backing from industrialists like Bosch, they 
were scared of communists and trade 
unions.                                                                                                                                                                                          
The Use of the SA- disrupted meetings of 
political rivals. Known as ‘bully boy thugs’ 
as they engaged in scraps. 

KPI 8 Hitler’s ideas expressed in ‘Mein Kampf’ 
 
Get rid of the Treaty of Versailles. 
Social Darwinism, the idea that there are some 
superior races.  
Anti-Semitism or the hatred of Jews.  
Anti-communism, especially the November 
criminals.  
‘Lebensraum’ to obtain one land across 
Eastern Europe for all German speakers. 
‘Volksgemeinschaft’, the creation of a peoples’ 
community. 
 

 
Anti-communism 
 
‘Lebensraum’ 
 
 
‘Volksgemeinschaft’ 
 

 
Hatred of communists and their 
ideals. 
‘Living Space’ i.e. the 
settlement of Germans in 
eastern Europe and the USSR. 
Creation of a Peoples’ 
community. 

KPI 9 The End of Democracy-  
In 1930, Hindenburg elected Bruning without a 
majority in parliament. As the depression deepened it 
became more unpopular. He was known as the 
‘Hunger Chancellor’. In May 1932 he resigned and the 
following election led to the Nazis securing 230 seats 
(37%). 

32 – 14 – 12 – 107 – 230 – 196 - 288 
 
 

KPI 10  
The coalitions of von Papen and von 
Schleicher- 
In March 1932, Hitler won 13.2 million    
votes in the presidential election to 
Hindenburg’s 19.3 million. Hindenburg 
hated him and appointed von Papen as his 
chancellor. He could not get a majority, so 
Hitler called for another election.  
 

 
 
 
Hindenburg then appointed defence minister 
von Schleicher who also failed to get a 
majority. In January 1933, von Papen (vice-
chancellor) formed a coalition with Hitler 
(chancellor) who he believed he could control. 
On 30 January 1933, Hitler became chancellor. 

 



HISTORY GCSE Title of unit: Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939: Consolidation of Power 
Definition of Era: Inter-war period between WWI (1914-
1918) and WWII (1939-1945). Hitler was in a relatively 
weak position on becoming Chancellor. However, by the 
end of 1934 he had removed many of his opponents and 
established a one-party state with himself as Fuhrer. 

KPI 1:  
Between January 1933 and August 1934, Hitler turned Germany into a one-party 
dictatorship. The roles of chancellor and president were merged into one- the 
Fuhrer. For the next twelve years, Germany was ruled by a totalitarian regime- 
the Third Reich. 
 

KPI 2 The importance of the Reichstag fire: 
When Hitler became chancellor there were only two other Nazis in 
the cabinet. He did not have a majority in the Reichstag. Hitler 
persuaded Hindenburg to dissolve the Reichstag and call for a 
general election in March. The Nazis used propaganda and the SA 
took to the streets to harass left wing parties. 

Timeline dates 
 
30th January 1933 
27th February 1933 
28th February 1933 
 
23rd March 
30th June 1934 
2nd August 1934 
2nd August 1934 

Timeline description 
 
Hitler becomes Chancellor 
Reichstag Fire 
Decree for the Protection of 
People and State 
Enabling Law introduced 
Night of the Long Knives 
Hindenburg dies 
Army oath 

KPI 3 The importance of the Reichstag fire (cont): 
 
On 27 February, the Reichstag building was set on fire. A young Dutch 
communist, Marius Van der Lubbe was charged with starting the fire. Hitler used 
this to his advantage- 

• Argued communists were starting a revolution. Communist and 
Socialist newspapers banned. 

• Persuaded Hindenburg to sign ‘Decree for the Protection of the People 
and State’ – this gave power to Hitler to restrict free speech, limit 
freedom of press, and to imprison enemies of the state without trial. 

 

KPI 4  The 1933 election and the Enabling Act: 
 
Nazis won 288 seats but lacked a majority. Formed a coalition with 
the National Party. Hitler needed 2/3 of seats to pass an Enabling Bill. 
On the day of the bill, Hitler banned communists and political 
opponents from the temporary Reichstag, encircling it with the SA. 
The Catholic Centre party gave Hitler their votes, giving him the win 
444-94 votes. It became known as the ‘Foundation Stone’ of the 
Third Reich. 

Keywords and 
concepts 
 
Fuhrer 
Totalitarian regime 
 
Dictatorship 
 
Gleichschaltung 
 
Censorship 

Definition 
 
 
Leader. 
This is where the leader has 
total authority over everyone. 
A form of government with 
almost unlimited power. 
Co-ordination or bringing into 
line. 
When an authority cuts out or 
suppresses information. 

KPI 6 The 1933 election and the Enabling Act (cont): 
Hitler established his dictatorship and imposed his 
policy of Gleichschaltung- bringing all activities under 
state control. For example:  
Control of the states- abolished assemblies, established 
governors.             
Control of the Press- imposed strict control and 
censorship of press.      
 
 

KPI 7 The 1933 election and the Enabling 
Act (cont): 
Ban on Political Parties- Nazi party was the 
only legal party.                            
Trade Unions- all banned, replaced by 
German Labour front, strikes were made 
illegal.                                                                                                   
Purge of Civil Service- removed Jews and 
opponents from civil service.          
 

KPI 8 The removal of Hitler’s political 
opponents: 
Hitler wanted Gleichschaltung to create a 
nationalist service. He got rid of any 
organisations who could oppose him -                     
Trade Unions- German labour front (DAF), 
decided wages and workers could only get 
work with a DAF work book. 
Political Parties- KPD had been banned after 
Reichstag fire. In July, law against formation of 
parties was passed. 
State government- replace Landers with Reich 
governors 
 

 
Communists 

 
Followers of Karl Marx who 
believed, for example, that the 
state should own the means of 
production and distribution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KPI 9 The Night of the Long Knives, 30 June 1934: 
 
Hitler became worried about the power of Ernest 
Rohm’s SA. On the 30 June 1934 he issued an order to 
carry out a purge known as ‘Operation Hummingbird’. 
400 enemies of the state were murdered, they 
included Rohm, Von Schleicher and Von Kahr. This was 
important as-  
Seen as a turning point in Hitler’s rule it eradicated any 
opponents; secured the support of the army. It 
relegated the SA to a minor role and provided Himmler 
with the chance to expand the SS. 

KPI 10 The death of Hindenburg: Hitler 
becomes Fuhrer: 
 
2nd August 1934, Hindenburg died. Hitler 
combined the role of president and 
chancellor to become Fuhrer. He was head 
of state and commander of the armed 
forces. The same day, the men in the 
German army were made to swear an oath 
of loyalty to the Fuhrer. In a referendum 
(19 August) Hitler got 90% of the vote. 

 

 
 



 

HISTORY GCSE Title of unit: Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939: The Nazi State’s Economic, Social and Racial Policies 
Definition of Era: Inter-war period between WWI (1914-
1918) and WWII (1939-1945).  

KPI 1: The Nazi State This is the term used for the period when the Nazis 
controlled Germany between 1934 and 1945 

KPI 2: Nazi economic, social and racial policies reflected beliefs 
about the roles of various groups in Germany.  

Timeline dates 
 
Jan 1933 
May 1933 
 
1934 
1935 
1938 
1939 
 

 
 
Hitler becomes Chancellor. 
Trade Unions banned; German 
Labour Front (DAF) in its place. 
Hitler becomes Fuhrer. 
Nuremburg Laws. 
‘Night of Broken Glass’. 
Hitler Youth compulsory. 

KPI 3: The Nazi Policies towards women- 
During the Weimar period, women had earned the right to vote, were 
encouraged to go through the education system and acted however they 
wanted in public. (100,000 teachers, 3,000 doctors) 
Nazi attitudes towards women were very traditional. They were responsible for 
looking after the home and the children. They were discouraged from wearing 
make-up, trousers, high heels and dyeing their hair. 
 
 
 

KPI 4: Nazi Policies towards women (cont): 
The Three Ks – Children, Kitchen, Church (Kinder, Kuche, Kirche) – 
Give up jobs and look after the home. Law for the Encouragement 
of Marriage (1933) – Gave loans to people getting married, allowing 
them to keep ¼ of the loan per child born. On Hitler’s mothers 
birthday (12 August) medals were awarded for the amount of 
children born.                                                                                                             
Lebensborn (life springs) program- women encouraged to breed 
with a member of the SS (Aryan). 

Keywords and 
concepts 
 
Anti-Semitism 
 
Conscription 
 
 
Ghettos 
 

Definition 
 
 
Hatred and persecution of the 
Jews. 
Compulsory military service for 
a certain period of time. 
 
A densely populated area of a 
city inhabited by a particular 
ethnic group, such as Jews. 

KPI 6: Nazi Control of German Youth - Hitler Youth 
Law 1939 – compulsory membership of Hitler Youth. 
By 1939, there were 7 million members. Boys were 
instructed in military lessons and girls received 

physical training and 
learned domestic skills as 
well. 
 

KPI 7: Nazi Control of Education- 
Indoctrinated young people. Teachers had 
to be part of the ‘Nazi Teachers’ League’. 
15% of timetable for physical activity or 
needlework. Each lesson started with a 
salute and a ‘Heil Hitler’.  
Biology Lessons = Master Race             
Geography Lessons = Hostile Neighbours 
Textbooks reflected Nazi Views e.g. Jews 
caused the depression. 

KPI 8: The Treatment of Jews- Belief that 
Aryans formed the master race, contaminated 
by ‘subhumans’ or Untermenshen. Believed in 
selective breeding of Aryans. Tried to sterilise 
disabled, homosexuals, black people and 
gypsies. 
 
 
 
 

 
Trade Unions 
 
 
RAD 
 
Kristallnacht 
 
 
Emigrate 
Synagogue 
Aryan 

 
Organisation set up to protect 
and improve the rights of 
workers. 
The National Labour Service 
Corps. 
‘Night of Broken Glass’, when 
the windows of Jewish 
premises were smashed. 
To leave a country. 
Jewish place of worship. 
Nazi term for a non-Jewish 
German and someone of 
supposedly ‘pure’ German 
stock. 
 

KPI 9: The Nazi Policy of Anti-Semitism- Blamed Jews 
for the defeat in WW1. Jews were first encouraged to 
leave the country- 1933 = 550,000 Jews  
By 1939 = 280,000 Jews had emigrated. 
April 1933- Boycott of Jewish shops and businesses / 
Jews banned from working in the civil service.        
1935- Jews banned from armed forces.  
September 1935 = Nuremburg Laws, no citizenship                     
1938- Jews issued identity cards and forced to adopt 
‘Israel’ and ‘Sarah’ as first names 
October 1938- Jewish passports stamped with ‘J’.                                                                                                          
November 1938- Kristallnacht- 400 synagogues 
destroyed- 30,000 Jews arrested- 7,500 shops hit 
April 1939 = Started putting Jews in ghettos. 
 
 
 
 
 

KPI 10: The Impact of Nazi Policies on 
German Workers - 
Hitler had to reduce unemployment which 
was approximately 6 million when he was 
appointed. 
National Labour Service Corps (RAD)- 
compulsory for all men 18-25 to do 6 
months service in manual labour. 
Public Works Programme- men were put 
to work on public works schemes including 
7,000km of autobahns, tree planting, 
building schools etc. 
Rearmament- Hitler rejuvenated all 
industry, creating jobs. Conscription was 
introduced, with the army going from 
100,000 (1933) to 1.4 million (1939). 
 
 
 

KPI 11: The Impact of Nazi Policies on German 
Workers (cont) -  
Control of the economy - Hermann Goering 
came up with a 4-year plan to establish the 
policy of autarky (making Germany self-
sufficient). 
Invisible Unemployment- figures of 350,000 
unemployed were reported in 1939 but these 
did not include Jews or women dismissed from 
employment. Only 35,000 men officially 
unemployed. 
Control of the Workforce- Replaced trade 
unions with the German Labour Front (DAF). It 
now had complete control over workers. 
Rewarding the Workforce- Strength through 
Joy (KdF) was set up which organised trips for 
workers. In 1938 the Volkswagen (people’s car) 
scheme was introduced to allow workers to 
save 5 marks a week for a car. 



HISTORY GCSE Title of unit: Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939: Terror and Persuasion 
Definition of Era: Inter-war period between WWI (1914-
1918) and WWII (1939-1945). The Nazis control of the 
German people was through the creation of a police 
state and propaganda. 

KPI 1 The Nazi Police State: 
 
The SS (Schutzstaffel)- Formed in 1925 as a bodyguard for Hitler. Wore black 
uniforms and after 1929 they were led by Heinrich Himmler. After the Night of 
the Long Knives, they replaced the SA, they had to be pure Aryans. In 1934, they 
numbered 50,000. 
 

KPI 2 The Nazi Police State (cont): 
 
The Gestapo (Secret State Police)- Set up by Goering in 1933, led by 
Reinhard Heydrich. They could arrest enemies of the state without 
trial. By 1939, 160,000 people had been arrested by them. 
 

Timeline dates 
 
1925 
1933 
October 1933 
1934 

Timeline description 
 
SS formed. 
Gestapo set up by Goering. 
German Lawyers Front set up. 
Peoples’ Court established. 

KPI 3 Goebbels and Propaganda: 
 
Cinema- all films had to have pro-Nazi messages like Hitlerjunge Quex about a 
communist who ran away from home to join the Hitler youth. 
 
Rallies- an annual rally of 100,000 was held in Nuremburg to worship the Nazi 
regime. Hitler’s birthday was also a day of celebration. 

KPI 4 Goebbels and Propaganda (cont): 
 
Radio- all stations were owned by the Nazis, by 1939, 70% of 
German families owned a radio. 
 
Posters- great use was made of posters, for example ‘One State, 
One People, One Leader’ about Hitler’s leadership. 
 

Keywords and 
concepts 
 
Police State 
 
 
 
Censorship 
 

Definition 
 
 
A country where activities of its 
people are controlled by the 
government with the help of a 
strong police force. 
When an authority e.g. the 
government cuts out or 
suppresses information. 

KPI 6 Control of the Legal System: 
Judges and Lawyers had to belong to the National 
Socialist League; those who refused were sacked. 
 
In October 1933, German Lawyers Front was 
established with 10,000 members swearing an oath of 
loyalty to the Fuhrer.  
 
                   
 

KPI 7 Control of the Legal System (cont): 
In 1934 a People’s Court was established to 
try enemies of the state. 500 people were 
sentenced to death by 1939. This included 
crimes like listening to a foreign radio 
station. Crimes punishable by death rose 
from 3 to 46. 
 

KPI 8 Censorship of Newspapers and the Arts: 
Goebbels set up the Reich Chamber of Culture 
and all artist had to be members. 
 
Newspapers- All newspapers were under strict 
censorship, only publishing the things that the 
Nazis wanted them to know. 
 

 
SS 

 
Started as Hitler’s private 
bodyguard and developed into 
the body that dealt with all 
matters of security inside 
Germany. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KPI 9 Censorship of Newspapers and the Arts (cont): 
 
Books- all books published had to put across the Nazi 
message and 2,500 writers were banned. Goebbels 
organised the burning of books in mass by bonfires 
and authors such as Thomas Mann went into exile. 
 
Music- Hitler hated contemporary, modern jazz music 
and preferred the classical music of Beethoven, Bach 
and Wagner. 
 
 
 

KPI 10 Censorship of Newspapers and the 
Arts (cont):  
Theatre- focus on positives of German 
history and drama, cheap tickets 
encouraged people to see Nazi style plays. 
Architecture- Hitler favoured the 
monumental, Roman/Greek style of 
Architecture. 
Art- Hitler hated modern art, preferring 
more heroic image of Nazi Ideals. 

 
 
 
 

 



HISTORY GCSE Title of unit: Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939: Hitler’s Foreign Policy 
Definition of Era: Inter-war period between WWI (1914-
1918) and WWII (1939-1945). The period after 1933 saw 
Hitler aim to reverse the Treaty of Versailles and expand 
territory throughout Europe. 

KPI 1 Hitler’s foreign policy aims 
1. Reverse the Treaty of Versailles- restore German territory and build up the 
German armed forces. 
2. Lebensraum- to get ‘living space’ in Eastern Europe for all of greater 
Germany. 
3. Unite all German speaking people into one main homeland. 
. 

KPI 2 Rearmament and Conscription 
After the recent world economic depression, countries were more 
concerned about internal problems than any problems abroad. The 
League of Nations was seen as weak due to its failure to stop 
Japanese aggression in the Far East. The British people already felt 
Germany had been dealt with harshly enough following World War 
One. 

Timeline dates 
 
1933 
1934 
 
1935 
1936  
 
1938 
1939 

Timeline description 
 
Hitler starts rearming in secret. 
Non-aggression pact with 
Poland. 
Rearmament and conscription. 
Re-occupation of the 
Rhineland. 
Anschluss and Sudeten crisis. 
Take-over of Czechoslovakia, 
the Nazi-Soviet Pact and 
invasion of Poland. 

KPI 3 The Disarmament Conference 
 
In 1932, countries met to discuss what they might do to prevent any future 
wars. Hitler left, saying that he wanted Germany to be equal with other 
countries for self-defence. In October 1933, he withdrew from the League of 
Nations. All restrictions from the Treaty of Versailles were removed. 
He built 1000 aircraft and introduced conscription.  
                In 1933                 In 1936                                                                 
               3.5 billion marks                 26 billion marks    
               100,000 men                             1,400,000 men 
This made Hitler popular as jobs were created and Germany was becoming 
stronger. 

KPI 4 The Stresa Front 
 
France, Italy and Britain met to discuss and protest about German 
rearmament. However, after this there was the Anglo-German naval 
treaty which let Germany build a fleet 35% the size of Britain’s.  Italy 
invaded Abyssinia which ruined their relationship with France and 
England.  
 

Keywords and 
concepts 
 
League of Nations 
 
 
Communism 
 
 
 
Anschluss 

Definition 
 
 
An international body 
established after WWI to 
maintain peace. 
A theory that society should be 
classless, private property 
abolished, and land and 
business owned collectively. 
Political and economic union of 
Austria and Germany. 

KPI 6 Alliances and agreements between 
Germany and other countries       
Non-aggression pact with Poland 1934- 
Hitler no longer feared attack from Poland.   
 
Rome-Berlin Axis 1936- agreed to follow 
common foreign policy and stop the spread 
of communism. (Mussolini wanted close 
relations).      

KPI 7 Alliances and agreements between Germany 
and other countries (cont)     
Anti-Comintern Pact 1936- with Japan, limit 
communist influence in the world.   
                                                                                                                          
Pact of Steel 1939- a full military alliance with Italy. 
Close economic bond.   
 
Nazi-Soviet Pact 1939- not to support attacks on 
each other, agreed to split up Poland between them. 
Ministers Ribbentrop and Molotov agreed the terms. 

Re-occupation of the Rhineland in 1936. 
 
‘Lebensraum’ 
 
 
Plebiscite 
 
Conscription 
Annex  
Pact 
 
 

 
‘Living Space’ i.e. the 
settlement of Germans in 
eastern Europe and the USSR. 
.Direct vote of the electorate 
on an important public issue. 
Compulsory military service. 
Take over a territory or area. 
A formal agreement between 
countries to help each other 
and/or to stop fighting. 

KPI 8 Hitler’s attempts to unify all German 
speaking people 
Step 1 – Return of the Saarland- January 
1935- It voted 477,000 to 48,000 to reunite 
with Germany. 
Step 2 – Re-militarising of the Rhineland- 
1936- Hitler thought that Britain and France 
would do nothing. 98.8% vote in favour of 
reoccupation. 
Step 3- Anschluss-1938- united with Austria 
after a failed attempt in 1934. Mussolini was 
now on his side which originally was what 
scared Hitler away.       

KPI 9 Hitler’s attempts to unify all German speaking 
people (cont) 
Step 4- The Sudetenland Crisis- Sudetenland was a 
part of Czechoslovakia which contained 3 million 
German speakers and 25% of Czechoslovakia’s 
industry. Hitler ordered the Nazi party there to stir 
up trouble. Hitler used this to claim to back Sudeten 
Germans with military force. Four main leaders met 
and agreed it would be given to Germany.  
Chamberlain also met Hitler to announce an Anglo-
Saxon treaty which stated that neither country 
would go to war with each other again. 

Step 5- The takeover of Czechoslovakia-1939- 
German troops were invited to restore order, 
even though there was no disorder. Germany 
took over the Czech provinces and controlled 
Slovakia. Even though Hitler hadn’t done 
anything illegal, Britain and France decided to 
end their policy of appeasement with 
Germany. 
Step 6- Danzig and the Polish Corridor- 1939- 
Hitler invaded Poland on 1st September 1939. 
Britain had guaranteed Poland’s borders after 
the first world war. 
 
 



 


