
English – Literature                                                                            Literature Paper 2 – Unseen Poetry

Meter
The 
number of 
beats and 
bars in 
lines that 
helps to 
produce a 
rhythm in a 
poem, or 
the 
rhythmic 
measure of 
a line. How 
many 
syllables 
does each 
line have? 
Why? How 
does 
changing 
the meter 
affect the 
meaning of 
the poem 
or the way 
it is read? 
Common 
types of 
meter or 
elements 
of meter 
are iambic 
pentamete
r, dactyls, 
trochees, 
spondees 
and more. 

Ia
m

b

One 
unstressed 
syllable 
followed by 
one stressed 
syllable (da-
DUM!) Here’s 
an example: 
“The way”. 
You put the 
emphasis on 
the second 
syllable.

D
im

et
er

Two feet to a line. 
Combine it with iambs 
and you get iambic 
dimeter (two feet of two 
beats = 4 syllables); 
trochaic dimeter would 
be two feet of two beats 
of DUM-da and so on.

Tr
im

et
er

Three feet a line. If you 
wrote in dactylic trimester 
you’d have three feet of 
three syllables (DUM-da-
da) making it nine 
syllables in total. 

Tr
o

ch
ee

One stressed 
syllable 
followed by 
one 
unstressed 
syllable (the 
opposite of an 
iamb) – DUM-
da: “Garden”

Te
tr

am
et

er

Four syllables a line. Are 
you starting to see a 
pattern now? The witches 
in Macbeth spoke in 
tetrameter to make them 
sound different from all 
the other characters who 
spoke in pentameter. 
True story.

D
ac

ty
l

One stressed 
syllable 
followed by 
two 
unstressed 
syllables 
(DUM-da-da): 
“Typical!”

P
en

ta
m

et
er

Five syllables a line! 
Iambic pentameter (five 
feet of two syllables of 
da-DUM) is one of the 
most popular meters in 
poetry. Iambic 
pentameter also most 
closely mimics ordinary 
speech in English.

Sp
o

n
d

ee

Two stressed 
syllables in a 
foot (DUM-
DUM): “Praise 
him!”

Rhyme
Where words which 

sound similar to each 
other are used closely 
together to link ideas 
and sounds.

En
d

 r
h

ym
e

When you rhyme the final words 
of lines of poetry:

He was a tremendous poet,
And by heck he didn't half know it.

In
te

rn
al

 r
h

ym
e

The rhyming of two words within 
the same line of poetry. Here's 
one from Edgar Allan Poe’s “The 
Raven”:

Once upon a midnight dreary, 
while I pondered, weak and 
weary,

Over many a quaint and 
curious volume of forgotten lore,

Sl
an

t 
o

r 
h

al
f 

rh
ym

e

This is where only part of a word 
rhymes with another word. There 
are two different types: Assonance 
and Consonance…

Assonance is when you rhyme 
vowel sounds in different words 
(like moon and spook).

Consonance is when you rhyme 
consonant sounds in different 
words (like blank and think)

Ey
e 

rh
ym

es

Rhyme with words that look the 
same but which are actually 
pronounced differently. Here's 
one from Shakespeare's Hamlet:

The great man down, you mark his 
favourite flies;
The poor advanced makes friends 
of enemies.

Id
en

ti
ca

l r
h

ym
es

This is basically the same thing as 
repetition but using the same 
word to rhyme with itself. 

Stanza A verse or section of a poem. All of the poems in 
the Power and Conflict collection use stanzas for 
particular reasons. In Love and Relationships, 
Climbing My Grandfather has a single stanza  
structure, whereas Walking Away is divided up 
into a number of different stanzas and 
memories/ideas. 

Volta In a sonnet, the Volta is the turn of thought or 
argument, but the term could be applied to 
other types of poetry, too, as long as there is a 
sudden change it tone, thought or argument. 

Extended metaphor An extended metaphor is a long comparison 
between two dissimilar things that continues 
throughout a series of sentences, lines, stanzas 
or even a whole poem. Jacque's speech from 
Shakespeare's As You Like It is a great example. 
His 'All the world's a stage' speech compares life 
to a theatre.

Caesuras – These are 
pauses in a poem 
indicated by a form 
of punctuation. They 
usually help to slow 
the pace of a poem 
or help it to focus on 
particular images or 
ideas.

Pauses within a line of poetry indicated with a 
piece of punctuation, usually within lines. Used 
to change the tone and pace of a line of poetry

Enjambment –
Where there is a lack 
of punctuation and 
multiple lines or 
stanzas feed into 
each other. This 
helps to increase the 
pace of a poem and 
this changes its tone. 

When a sentence in poetry continues on  
beyond a line, stanza or even multiple stanzas. 
Enjambment can be used to increase the pace of 
a poem or change the tone of it as well

Key language 
features

Imagery
Metaphor
Simile
Onomatopoeia
Repetition
Adjectives
Verbs
Adverbs
Powerful nouns
Alliteration
Rhetorical questions
Oxymorons
Personification
Hyperbole

Other useful 
vocabulary

Free verse
Blank verse
Couplet
Triplet
Quatrain
Cinquain
Sestina
Epic poem
Elegy
Ballad
Ode
Sonnet

Unseen poetry

2 questions
• 1 single poem 

analysis [24 
marks]

• 1 comparison        
[8 marks]

Question structure

Unseen Poetry Q1: “In 
‘_____________ ’, 
how does the poet 
present 
_____________? [24 
marks]”

Unseen Poetry Q2: “In 
both ‘____________’ 
and ‘__________’ the 
speakers describe 
feelings about 
_____________. What 
are the similarities 
and/or differences 
between the ways the 
poets present those 
feelings? [8 marks]”


